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“The Churches of Christ Salute You'’ Rom. 16;16

OCTORER 1953

“SALVATION BY GRACE”

B. G Hogan, Conway, Ark,

“For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God:

Mot of works, lest any man
should bosst.”” Eph 2:8-9.

‘The word grace means favor
and in this instance the unmee
ited favor of God to man.

Wa all should be interested in
the grace of Gad, both in the
material reslm and the spiritual.

It is oy Gud’s grace that we
live, move and have our being,
All that we have 1n this life is
an expression of God’s grace.
A | material blessings, the sun.
g \ine, the rain, the beauties of
nature, the svil and the elements
contained therein, .re ali X, reg=
8i0 ) of Goua's favor to mankind
and for these we ghould be very
grateful reslizing that we do not
merit this manife.tation of love
toward ud

But 1t is in the spiritual realms
that we are moet concerned,
Man is saved by graece. All who
believe the Lible reatize this,
und there are many -othel' pss-

sages which tzach that man nev-

er attains goodaees sufficient to
instire his  wpalvation, Wilbhout
this favor we would be eternally
damed. How grateful inda.d
we shculd all be for the woonder-
1ul love God ka1 for us,

But wili all be saved who kave
been (ff red God’s grace? Is
grace the only thing ihat need
concern us? Paul says, in Titus
2:11, "' ‘or the grace of G.d
whicn bringeth salvation hath
app's ed unto all men.” This
‘grace  brings sa!vatior-_not

graee that gives material thinga.

The Bible teaches that many
will be lost. Jesus said, ““He that
disbelieveth shall be condema-
ed.”” We see then that man’s
faith or belief has a part to play
10 his salvation.

In tact the very text we are
siudying declares a8 much, for
by grace are ye saved througzh
faith. It snggests two sides to the
plan of salvation, Gcd’s side and
muans’ side.

Paul said to the Romans,
(Kom. 5;2) **We have access by
faith unto thls grace. That this
grace is truly given to all men
and is capable of saving all men
cannot be demied. It is sufficient
to save every man who lives, or
hae ever lived, upon the earth.
By grace—thru faith, it is by
grace we are saved but faith is
the means by which that grace 18
reached, Focd saves our physical
b ing from death, but only they
who eal have this blessing.

Thnen we see that G.d’'s grace
is not bestowed unconditicnally,

Jesus tsught his disciples to
pray, ‘Give us this day our
duily-beead.’’ Man must do the
eating if he would resp the ma-
terial bleseing of food which
comes by Goad's graco.

'l'o get this point more clearly
G )d gives the soi1l, the clements
therein, the moisture, the sun-
shine and the seed, This is
God’s grase,

Man must appropriate this by
planting the seed which Go~ has
given him and by -cultivating
sud haryesting the crop. Th's
man does by faith. I tnink, to
no one. is this mure evident
than to the farmer. It 1s # work
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by faith from beginning to end,
Faith in the seed, faith, that
there will be a seed time and a
harvest, faith that he will reap
what he sows.

Note in the spiritual realm;
God gave his son to die for us
that we through his saerifice
might have life and that more
abundantly. G.d sent the Holy
Spirit that the word might be
revealed in all its simplicity and
purity. This is God’s grace.
This is God’e part in
the redemption of mankind.

In this same chapter the
apostle Paul tells these Ephes-
ians. *‘That at that time ye were
without Christ, being aliens
from the commonwealth of Is.
reel, strangers from the coven-
ants of promise, having no hope,
and without God in the world.”

This is the cendition of every
responsible person today who is
out of Christ, But by God’s
grace, or favor he has p'anned a
way of escape.

The Gospel is G d’s power to
save Paul tells us in Romans
1;16.

Man mus! believe that Gospel,
for without faith it is impossible
to plesse (God, or come to him,
Heb. 11;6 Psul also declared in
Acts 17;3V, that God now com-
mands all man everywhere to re-
pent—that lives must be reforms-
ed and in Matt. 10:32-33 Jesus
said he would deny before the
Heaveanly Father. those who re.
fused to confess him before men.

Pau!' telis us in Gal. 3:26 27
that we are baptized iuto Christ.

To bri fly summarize, Gud in
his grace to man, gave his son,

Continued on page 2
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EDITORIAL

We are very conscious of traffiic
signs and signals, as we travel
our modern highways God has
his signs to guide us as we journ
ey in th2 ‘'strait and narrow
way”’. To disobey means disascer.

Jesus has all authority, He
gays "GO" in the great Com-
mission. Mt. 28: 18-20 It is our
duty to go and not to wait. He
told' us why when he said the
fie'ds are white unto harvest. It
is ever regretful that the labop-
ers are 8o few. Our duty is %o
obey and teach as We go that
others must obey.

We are to stop when the com-
mands of God stop, 1 Cor. 4:6.
We must abide in the doctrine
staying in his way 2 John 9.

We must beware false teachers
and falee doctrine, trying the
spirits to see if they are the
spirit of God or the spirit of er
or. God’s eign says to prove all
things, hold fast to that which is
good,

We are warned not to forsake
the assembling. Heb, 10:25. The
gigns teach us tocatand drink at

his table in his kingdom Luke 22

and teach us when to do it. Acts

20:7. All points of worship are
plainly put and the wa-uning is
that they worship him must wor-
ship in spirit and in truth.

“Pray without ceasing’’. Upon
the first day. of the week let
everyone of vou lay by him in
store.”” “*Be thou faithfu! unto
death and thou shalt receive a
crown of life.”” Are all posted to
guide us in the way. To ignore
these signs meant spiritual dise
aster and shipwreck to our faith
as we travel toward eternity.

Heed the signs. '

Boyd E. Morgan

“THE EARLY HISTORY OF

CHU.XCH UF CHRIST IN FUL-

TON COUNTY”? j
Vester Williams—Day, Ark,

The Church of Christ had a
membership of 765 in Fulton
County at the beginning of 1953,

The tirst preacher to preach in
Fulton County was E. N. George
and at about this same time Abb
Montgomery, Wiiliam Weir,
William Miser and Marion Will-
iams began to preach in the
County.

The first church house built in
the County by members of the
Church of Christ was a hewed-
log house erected at Pilot on
Myatt Creek in 1880,

The oldert congregation now in
existance is at Agnos. There was

preaching services held in this
congregatlon as far back as 1858
and it 18 poasible that meetings
were held at an earlier date, In
1858 the Agnos congegation held
gervices as the then Joe Tucker
farm because there was a good
gpring or well to furnish water
for both people and animals, and
at that time this farm was about
the center of the neighborhood.
The Joe Tucker farm is geuneral-
ly known today as the Joey Nicke
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les place but is now owned by
Wiiliam Manry.

At an early date S. C. Garner
established a Bible School at
Counts Line for the purpose of
training preachers to supply the
Churches of the County with able
preachers. This school continuad
for absut-ten years, It can be
gaid without muen chance of re-
futation that some of the most
able preachers of the entirs
Church came from this sehool.

As to others Who have labored
as preaching brethren for the
Church in the County Joe H.
Blue bas preached for fhe long.
est period of time b6 yeers,
Others wno have labored for the
cause have been such men as J.
E. Billingsiey, William Spiller,
B. M. Lemmons, J. G. Welch,
John G. Blue, William Lambery,
Dr. Collison and Dr. Walker.

“SALVATION BY GRACE”
Continued from page 1

the Gosp-l, the Holy Spirit, Man
appropriates that grace by hear
ing the gospel, Believing the
Gospel, Repenting of his sins,
Confessing Christ before men

and being bapl_:ixgd_._ ’Ijl_m'a_ by

grace thru faith.

A praying knee and a dancing
foot doesn’'t zrow on the eame
limb.

]y

WELCOME HILL NEWS

We had two baptisms in our
meeting with Bro, Hogan. Mrs,
Harry Berry and Mrs, Rachel
Swain. We are very happy over
the results of the meeting.

We inyite all to cur bible study
Wednesday night at 7;30.
Bible study Sunday 10 a. m.

Preaching 1st Sunday, Bro,
Berry: und Bro, Woodward the.
4thl



"CHURCH HISTORY
by
Clovis Ragsdale

L e

We closed last months article
with a description of the *“‘dark
ages’’, & period of time in which
Catholicism had been succeesful
" in keeping the light of God’s
word hid from the peoples of
the earth. Today we want to dis-
cuss how the Bible was returned
to the common man once again.

Two events were instrumente
al in bringing sbout the end of
the dark ages, First the printing
press was invented in the late
15'b century. The first use of
this new invention was to print
the Bible in book form. Large
numberg of Bibles were printed
and passed out to an eager world.
When people had opportunity to
study God’s word, they began to
gsee that what they had been
calling religion was not the same
thing that was to be found in
the Bible, and they began to re.
~ bel against the Catholic church,
The gecond event was the work
of Martin Luther, a young Ger=-
man who studied to be a priest
and was given opportunity to go
to Rome and meet the Pope and
the hierarchy of the church.
While in Rome, Luther became
‘aware of the corruption that ex-
isted 1n the Catholic church and
he was bitterly disappointed in
what he found, so much so, that
when he returned to Germany
be became the leader of a muve-
ment to reform 1he Cathoiic
ehorch, This bega: the ‘'reforme
ation period’’. Luther did not
prupose to estsblish a church, he
mere'y wanted Lo correct the
things he thouzht was wrong
~ with Catholiciem.

Other men such as Twingli,
Huass, and others, hud sumewhat
gimilar ideas and all began to
speak out against the teachings

of Rome. The result was tremende
ious, Catholiciam reacted violent-
ly with excommunication and
with the sword. Bibles were
burned by the thousauds and
hundred’s of thousands «f people-
lost their lives. A church court
was set up called the ‘‘inquis.
ition’”> whieb iried great nur-
bers of peonle who dared oppoc=e
Catholicism This court had the
poWer to pui those found guilty
to death, Those who broke away
from Catholicism were called
“Protestants,’”” the word coming
from the neaning of those pro
testing against Catnolicism. The
Pro’estants began taking up arms
to protect themselves from the
fury of the popes. Many wars
sprang up. all fought in the
name of religion, and . milliens
perished from the great conflicts,
Thae thirty years war in Ger-
many was one such war, and we
are told thatone-third of the pop
ulation of that ecountry were Kili-
ed in the strnggle which begun
in 1617 and did not end cfficial y,
until the the peace treaty of
Westpholia was signed in 1648,
In the meantime America had
been discovered and large num-
bers of people from Europe mig-
rated to America, many of whom
were seeking a place where they
esuld worship God according to
the dictates of their own con-
gscience L is easy to see Why
these people were willinz to
brave the dangers of a new and
unsettled country. Europe was
afl me with the terrible cenflicts
in which the Catholiecs were &t
te.anpting to put down those who
opposed them The fact that
America bhad been discovered
just a3 these events began to
take place, wculd seem to be
more than just co-incidential, In
it we can see the providence of
A'mighty God waking band. .

3 _ S
In our next issue we will study

how the ° Kestoration’’ period
began here in America in whiech
the chureh of the New Teet_.
ament was once again fully re._.
stored to a civilization.

HEARING
Lemuel Martin —Welcome Hill

Rim 10:17 So then faith come.
tt by hearing. and hearing. by
the work of God.

Some will say!

i. Who is to hear? In Rev* 2.7
**He that hath an ear, let him
he:r what the Spi.it saith unto
the churches,”

‘2 What are we to hear? In
vlatt, 17:5 **While he yet spake,
behold, a brignt ecloud over-
shadowed them, and behold a
yvice cut of the ecloud, which
said, This is my beloved Son in
waom I am weli pieased; Hear
ye him’’. We are to hear Christ,
we are to hear h's apostles, and
those that p each his word. Rom.
10:14, 15,

3. How should we hear? With
care Luke 8:18; Readily James
1319; Honestly Luke 8:15.

4, Wrat Kind of hearers are
there? Those that do not under-
stand. Heb. 2;1; Chose that for.
get. H=b, 2:1: Tnose that be-
heve Rom. 10;17; and, Those that
remember, Luke 8.15.

5. Why shou!ld we hear? That
we may be saved 1 Tim. 4;16, To,
believe in God. Rom. 10;14.

6. With what must hearing be
combined? faith Heb. 4;2; Doing
James 1;22-24.

7. What is the result of the
combination? Wisdom Matte 7;
24-27: Fruit Luke 8:Ib: Blessings
James 1:25: Association with
Christ Rev, 3;20: and, Justificat-
ion Rom, 2:13.

Brightening up the life of
sonleone else will will put a fresh
shine on your own.
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*WitiY JESUS CAME”
Orville Buchauan, Mam. Spring

In the beginning Go1 created
the Heaven and the earth and
ail thir ge therein: Gen. 1;1.

i‘irst God created the inami-
nate, that which is spiritl:ss
witho it life. Such as the trees,
grass, flowers and herbs.

Second God created the ani-
mate things of the earth such as
animalg, like sheep, ecattle apd
gwine and last of creation Wwas
that of man and woman, That
is whieh later grieved God, Gen
6. p

God made ull this creation for
man that be might be a care-
taker of the earth for him.

Not only did he create all these
thir gs that mnan might live on
the earth and subdue it. But he
also had.in mind a plan whereby
if man sinned he would have a
cbance of eternal life with G.d.

Everything was at the com-
mand of man. Man was to love
God and keep his commandment,

As sin came about one man
Adam g0 is salvation Ly one man
Christ Jes. 8 God said let us
meke n.en. The ‘‘us’’ was God,
Christ, and the Holy Spirit,

“In the beginning w. e the word
and the word was with God and
the word was God '’ John 1:1,

Chr!st came into the wcrld to
take on himself every man’s sin.
Whilie Christ was on earth he
choose apostles to carry on the
work after he was gone, When
be ascended he did nat leave the
apostles alone but he sent them
a com’orter, the Holy Soirit to
guide them into all truth. The
Holy Spirit guided the apostles
in all truth whieb is the word of
God (the Bible) wich we have
today.

While Christ was teaching the
apostles he made known to
them that he would build his
Church; and that his Church

would be built upon the rock,
The truth of the statement that
be was the son of G.d Ma't.
1618 He gave unto Peter the
keys of the kingdom.

Peter used the kevs to the
kingdom on the day of pentecost
Act 2:38. Since the Chureh be-
louge to ~hrist, he is the head of
the body, the Church Col:1-18
[berefore to be in the Church is
to be in his body.

To be in the Cnurch isto be
Where the spiritual blessings are.
All these plane Gcd had from
the beginning that man might
be fruitful, throughly furniched
unto every good work.

“FOR™ ACTS. 2;38

Boyd E. Morgan
Once while debating with s
baptist prescher and while pre-
gsenting the gospel vlan of sale
vation I quoted Acts 2:38 where
Peter commanded *Repent and
be baptized everyone of in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ
FOK the remission of sics’’. In
his reply he stated ''Watch him
run for the rat hole.”’ Of course

I reminded that what he had
called the '‘rat hole’’ had offered
us security against fzlse teaching
and stiil remained 1n the Bible,
and had never been disturbed,
The goini of crurse was and is
is beptism eseentisl to the for
giveness of our sius? The New
Testament was written i1t Greek
and here we present a group of
translations of the Bible to see if
the “FOR” means ‘in order to-

or “‘because of’.

These translators bad trars
lated the Bible in the truth of
scholorship and not to fit their
denominational theology.

Forty seven Greek scholars in
the authorized version; King
James transiate “Kepent and be
Faptized. FOR the remission of
gins,”’

““Repent ye. and be baptized.
UNTO the remissizn of vour
gins.”” American Standard Vepe
gion, translated by 101 ourstand-

ng scholars.
“‘Repent’’ replied Peter. ‘‘ard

be baptized with & view to the
remission of your sins.”” Moul-
ton’s Modern Reader’s Bible.
*'Rep~nt ye, and be immersed..
into the remissivn of vour sins.’”
The Emphasized Bible,
**Change your mind and be

baptized. FO. a release of your _

gins.”’ Modern English Bible.

* Repent’’, said Peter, let each—
of you be baptized. . in order to
have yeur sins forgiven. > Good.
gpeed’s T'ranslation.

“Repent, and ba immersed
everyone of you, . unto the re-
mission of your eins.”’ American
Bible Uuion Version, a Baptist
translation,

** Repent and be ye all baptized
into remission of sine.’”’ Iialian
Translation.

‘‘Repent ye and be ye all bap
tized in order to obtain the re-
missicn of sing’’. French Transe
latiun.

*'Turn back and be baptized. .
in order tu the forgiveness of
sins.”” Indian Translation,

The evidence in this matter
leaves no doubt but that baptism
iz stili ‘‘tor the remission of
gins,’’ like the Bible teaches

If you are really honest and
really seeking truth, go to your
nearest ibrary and consult every
version available.}

But if you were baptized to get
into 8 denomination, or because
you thought you were already
saved, then you have not obeyed
Bible bapticm. Satan ever counts
erfeits the truth. We invite you
to "'Repent and be baptized FOR
the renission of sins.”

We are rewarded for our good
works; not our good inteations, -
Selected,



