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During the past three months
the Mammoth Sprng echuarch
attendance hes been Jat an a2 ]
time high. The previous record
of 271 for regular ] ords day
morning Worship set fast moath
was broken the firer Sunday in
April with 804 in attendance.
While we have had more for
special occasions, this is our new
record {or Sunday morning atten.
dance. You are welerne with us,

WHEN WE GIVE

If we desire to be seen _weare
vain. .

1f we sre afraid to be seen..
- we are miserly. ;

WRONG KIND OF GIVING

Giving up..is cowardice

Giving over..is compromise.
+ Giving in__is surrender :

Giving out._is weakness.

OF JESUS
Moten

These who believe that bap-
tism is not an essential act io the
salvation of men would do well
to study the baptism of our say-
ior. He is the one person who
lived a sinfess life, and who,
John thought, would not need to
be baptized.,

We learn in Matt.«3;18 17 that
Jesus  went tu eonsiderable

THE ﬁAP LISM
C'avie Ragsdale

trouble to set an examnle for all

who in the generations to come,
would become chilaren of God.
Notize that our Savior came of
his accord, voluntary traveling
the sixty miles from his home in
Nazareth to where John was
baptising in the Jordon river.
The Savior explained to John that
his baptiso» was necessary in or-

~der to fulfiil all righteousness.

How thea could sinful man ob-

jeet to baptism?

From the sixteenth verse of
Matt. 3 we learn the mode of
baptism, We are told they came
up straightway out of the water.
This rules out the idea of sprink-
ling or pouring. His baptism was
a picture and prediction of his
death, burial, and resurrection.

After he came up out of the
water he was recognized by God,
when the voice from heaven
stated, ‘‘this is my beloved son,
in whom I am well pleased.”” It
is when we arise from the watery
grave of baptism that God will
recognizs us as his children and
not before, as is so commonly
taught teday, Baptism is the
concluding act in the salvation of
man from his past sins. *

In the book of Acts we hav_ef

the record of many conversions.
The Jews on Pentecost, the Sam-
ariations, Simon. the Eunuch,
Saul of Tarsus, Cornelius, Lydia,
: Convnued on back paza
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ACTS 20-7

*Aad upon the first day of the
week, when the discinles came
together to break bread, Paul
preached nnto them.”’

When Jesus institated the sup-
per he raid. ''This do in remem-
brance of me'’ Luke £2;19, The
only titne el ment as to frequen-
cy is stipulated a8 The First day
of the week, If we can change
this to gaarterly, semi-annually
or annuslly, why not change it
to just once in ' a lifetime ang
once having done it to have it
over with The Sabbatn day
came every week to the Jews,
Likewise the first day of the
week comes every week to the
Christian, Every religious body
that observes the first day of
the week, commenly called Sun-
dav, is as dependent upon Acts
20;7 as are we for first day
assembling, Since the reason
why they met is so plainly put
Waen the disciples came together
to break bread cur reason for
mezating is as important as when
te meet, Those who meet and
leave off this reason become
guilty of leaving of a part snd
hence become guilty of the whule,

It is not enouzh to say that the
chureh can deci'e how often the
supper shouid be observed. For
the church is subject to Christ
Eph. 5;24. Ecclesiastical suthos-
ity i8 a relic of Romanisin and is
uaworthv of en'izatened p=ople
wno have the Bible.

Neither will it suffice to say
merely that the Lord’s Supper
belongs to the enurch and is just
a church ordinauce, Jesus said
Luke 22:30 "“That se may eat
abd onpk at my table in my
kingdom.”’

Boyd Morgan

Marion Farley
Janesboro, Ark,

THE GOSPEL PAUI. PREACH=
ED

Gospel is simply ‘Good News’.
Since this is true, many times in
lifa we hear gospel or good news.
But 1he gospel as preached by the
beloved apostle .was God’s will
that had been revealed to him in
a Special mannee.

As he neared Damaseus with
letters of authority in his possess-
ion from the chief priests to bind
and put iato prizon all Christians
found worshiping God, suddenly
a bright light, trighter than ths
noonday sun, shined about him,
and be fell to the ground and
heard a voice saving,:"*Sanl Syl
why persecutest thou me?”’ Then
he answetred, ‘'Who art thou
Lord?”’ acd the

answer came
back, “l am Jzsus whom thou
persecutest,” and Paul asked,

“"What wi't thsu have me to do?”?
He was told to go into the eity
snd there it would be told hin
what he *‘ust Do,”

Annanizs was told to go to him,
for he was a chosen vessel to
Lear the Lo d’s name to the Gan-
tile world.

Then, some years later i1n his
ietter to the Churches 1a Galatia,
he told them where he obtained
the Gospel he preached, (Gal. 1;

- 5 faelt F1 A “Fhe'gqspel which was
preacned of me Is not after man,

tor I neither received it of man,
but by the ievelation of Jesus
Christ.”’

This must have been Paul’s
chief reascn for repouncing the
religion of the fathers, in whicn
he ‘had been tutored under the
guidavee of Gamalizl, a doctor
of the law, a Pharisee, and a

member of >auhedrin Court, a

ve!y learned man,
He learned to love and uphold
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the same to the very best of hin -
ability, believing while perses-
uting Christians that he was do-
ing God service. But, as in his
case, ignorance or ‘living in sli
good conscience’ will not not ex.
cuse anyone.

No doubt it was diffiult fer him
to turp his back upon the many
friends and relatives he must
have enjoyed. who still held
to the Mosaic ri‘es and traditions,
and to "‘Preach the faith which
once he destroyed” [Gal, 1:23]
and to state so boldly as ia [Rom
1:16], “‘I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ, for it is the
pewer of Gud untu salvation to
cveryone that believeth, to the
Jew first and also to the Greek.”

He even went so far as to pro-
nounce a woe on any that shoali
preach a go-pel that he had not
taught (Gal. 1;8, 9}, ““But though
We. or an ange! from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you
thaa th=zt which we have preach
ed unto you, let him be accurs
ed.”

‘‘his solemn warning shoald
he enouzh to cause the gravest
concern among those entrusted
with God’s eternal word, and the
destiny, for all eternity, 0f the
souls of men and women, :

Let us examine briefly some of
the things Paul preached.

In I Cor. 15:I-3 he 1eviewed
the death, burial, and resurrect-
ion of the Lord with the: inflalls
ible proofs of the same.

Al-o the fact in verses 1 and 2
that they had received the gog=
pe] he preached to them. that
they were standing ip it, and by
it they were saved ff they kept
in memory the things he had
preached to them, unless they
had believed in vain.

Thez fact the Geatiles were not
required to submit to the ordin-

Continued on page 7
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ances of the Mosaic law was
‘Good News’ to them, which was
emphasized by Paul in (Gal 2:16)
“Knowing that a man is n t
Justified by the works of the law,
but by the faith of Jesus Christ,
for by the works of the law snall
no-flesh be justitied.”

The faith referred to in this
Paseage was the kind the Phillip=
~an jailer had in Acts 17 when he
asked Paul and Silas, “'Sirs; what
must I do to be saved?’’ and he
was told to *‘Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved, and thy house.”” And the
record says, “They spake unts
him the word of the Lord, and to
all that were in his house”, Aftar
he had heard the gospel story, he
was ready to complete his obed-
ience and Was baptiZed the same
kour of the night.

There is the greatest need toe
day of the gospel Paul preached,
since it is that tbhat eaves men
and Women from eternal de=
struction, when they believe and
obey it from the heart, and con-
tioued to do God’s commands
throughout remaining days of
life, prompted by leve and rever-
ence for him, remembering that
it is through his grace and merey,
that remission of sias and the
promise of a home 1n that city of
wold where the river of life
flows from the throne of God,
where there 18 no need for the
sun or moon, God him:elf being
the light, an indescribable place
of beauty.

God. wants all to enjoy is
splendors “'The Lord __is not wil=
ing that any should perish, but
that all should come to repent-
ance’’ [2 Pet. 2;9].

It is entirely up to you to
cnoose for yourself. God doesn’t
force any man to zccept,
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THE BIBLE
C. H. Cavin......Sturkie, Ark

It has always been that the
last words spoken by our Teved
Jne are cherished in our minds
more than any others spoken by
them. The same 18 true of great
men. "'l regret only that I have
but one life to lose for my
country,”” were thea last words of
Nathan Hale before was execut-
€d, These words are cherished
woere ever our history is read.
We remember the last words of
Sic Walter Raleigh: spoken while
lying on the egui.lotine, -Waiting
for his head to be severed from
his body. His words, *'It makes
no difference how my head lays
if my heartis pure.”” We will
never forget the words of these
great men.

Why not have as mueh love for
the last words spoken by our
Savier. His last words spoken &s
recorded by Mk, 16; 15-16 are
these, *'Go ye into all the world
and presch the gospel to every
creature. e that believeth and
is baptized shall be saved; but he
tbat believeth not shall be dam-
med.” Why do not people belieye
these last words spuken by him,
They are true. Tkey were written
by inspiration 2 Tim. 3:16. We
are te be judzed by his word Jno-.
12;48.

The aposiles understood that
they were to preach the gospel to
all the world and they did so.
Why can’t people understand they
are to believe and be baptized to
be saved? Christ said it. Why do
we 8ay. 1 was saved before [ was
baptized? Peter said repent and
b: b:ptized for the remission of
your sins Acte 2;38. Why can we
not believe the last words of our
Lord? In the fifth book of the
New Testament is the record of
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every case of conversion reeord-
ed after the death of Christ and
the conditions of pardom are
identical in every case.

In the next 21 letters, written
to the Church. Christians are
told how to live the Christian
life* and how to deal with every
problem that comes up in the
church.

The gospel is the power of
God unto salvation Rom. 1:16,
we muet help to spread it. We
are saved by the gospel I Cor. I5;
2, we will be cursed if we preach
or velieve eny other than the
apostles preached Gal. 1; 8-9.
Notice a few statements found
in these letters. I Cor. 1;10 That
there be no divisions among yoi.~
2ad Cor. 4;7 We have this treas-
ure (the Gospel) in earthen ves~
sels. Eph. 1;3 All spiritual bless-
ings are in Christ. Gal. 1:27 we
are baptized into Christ. 1 Jno.
1;7 the blocd of Christ cleangeth
us from all sin. Jno. 19;34 His
blood was shed in his death.
Rom. 6:3 We are baptized into
his death, Col. 1;13 Who hath de-
livered us from the power of
darkness and hath translated us
into the kingdom of his dear son.
The kingdom has already been
get up as we are translated into
its

First Thes, 5:22 Abstain from
all appearance of evil. I Cor. 15;
33 Be not deceived: evil commun-
ications corrupt good manners,
or bad eompany ruins character
[Goodspead] !

Space will not permit more but
Rev.22;I4 Blessed are they that
do his commandments that they
may have a right to the tree of
life, and may enter in through
the gates into the city.

““Children, obey your parents
in the Lord; for this is right.”
Epb, 6;1.
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the jailer, Crizpus, the Corinth-
ianf, and the Eph g'ans, who
were all beptized wirhout ex-
ception (Cas: of CrispusI Cor.
1 also), E

The great commission given by
Christ to his apostles was for
them to go teach, baptize. and
then teach the duties of Christ-
1an living to all who would hear
in all pations. This eommission
i3 binding on’ all peoples who
have Jived on this side of the
cross. and will be in effect until
the end of time.

2 H-NET ¥ 3
Bebby Hilburn, Salem, Ark.
“Which Denomination Are You
Aseoeiated With??

V'e hear this question asked
time atter time by our friends.
It fills my heart with joy to
stand bold and to explain  that
P'm not a member of sny denom-
ination, but merely a Christian.
It’s hard for some to understand.
Some will turnaway 1 a rage
thinking that I'm only trying to
be *‘smart’ or trying to hurt
their feelings. They can’t gseae
that I'm only trying to “establish
unity io religion.

I understand, there are about
2000 diffsrent religious organiza-
tions 1o tne world today. Every-
one of them professes to bz fol-
lowing and pleasing God, To
deny that there is some truth in
the majority of them would bs
useless, since in almost all of
them one will find some practices
founded upon New Testament
teachings, “If they had ‘nothing
founded upen divine inspiration,
then those who bave any know-
ledge of the Bible at ali, would
refuse to have any fellowship
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with them. Therefore, they find
some New Testament teaching
which do::n’t 1equire any effore
on the part of the member and
bu:id an - organization around
that and gain many fo'lowers.
Many in thess organizations “are
there in order to t-ke part in
tne teachirg for which they
have scriptural foundings, but in
doing this, they are also condon-
ing the use of practicss not based
upan God’s word,  Siili you will
hear them unecsasingly and un-
availingly pleaing for unity,
Jesus praved for unity of all
be ievers, Jno. 17, yet men wil;
disregard the prayer of our Lord
and Wiil actually encourage di-
v sion by protessing for men
eyerywheire to attend the Church
of their choice. We need fo give
less concern to the “*Church of
Your Choice’’ and more coneern
to the “ibhurch —of Christ’s
Choice.” It voald be the echurch
for which he di-d, Epl. 5;25: the
chuzch which he purchased with
his own bloud, Act 20;28: tha
church whico ne spoke of build-
ing in Matct. 16;18; the chureh to
which be acds the saved, Act 2:
47: the chuseh of which he is
head. Eph. 1;22—23: the chureh
which bears his name, Rum:16:
16: the church which he promises
to save, Eph. b5:28; and the

chureh which follows the word

of God in its doctrine and in
every practice.

The denominational world pleas
for ugnity, but-they are going in
the wrong direction to find it
Not until every religious person
agrees to luy aside ail creeds of
men and pre-concleved ideas
about religion, aad accepts the
word of God, ean man ever find
unity in anything. About the
only thing that the dencminat-
ional world is unified in i3 a con-

tinuous war against the Chureh
of Christ and it’s practices. Way
are they against us??? Because
we preach the “"'WORD”’ and ir-
clude all it teaches and exclude
all it exclude:? They are the
one8 whom the apostle Paul
spske of in I Tim. 4:3-4 as
“after their Own Lusts turn from
the truth.” =

When the world accepts God’s
way of doing things we’ll have
unity, NEVER before. My ‘prav-
er to God is, that he wiil be mer-
ciful until all see this fact and
repent, then come obaying.

THe GHURCH AND “PHE
KINGDOM ARE THE SAME;

—

They bave the sames owner—
Matt. 16;18; John 1R:36

They have the same ruler..
Eph. 5:23; I Tim, 6;15

I'hey have the same beginning
place_. Isa. 2:1; Acta 2

They have the same beginning
date._Isa, %;1; Acts 2

They have the same law—Isa.
2:3; Acts 2.

Thev bave the same keys—l
Matt. 16:18, 19: Acts 2:47.

They have the same admittan.
ce terms—Joha 3:5; Acts 2:38.

They have the same member
ship..Col. 1:2, 13, -

They have the same glory..
1sa, 2:15 2; Eph, 3:21. .

-

If haptismﬁdéés not washawsy
ging, why does the bible sav,
"*And now why tarriest thou?
Arise, and be baptised, and
wash away thy sins, ecalling on
the name of the Lord.“:Acts 22;
16. Think of .this before you
gay that baptism does nut save.
Those who koow the bible know
it sayse, Liet God he true, and
every man a liar.



