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GIFT THROUGH THE LAY.
ING ON OF HANDS

Erwin Cowen__Moten

This gift is wholly distinct
from the gift discussed in our
fast issue and had no effect whate

soever upon it, Whether this gift
was received or not, the one be-
fore mentioned always immediat-
ely follows baptism The laying
on of handealwavs imparted sup-
ernatural power, the other never
did. With this thought in mind
let us carefylly examine this gift

- aleo.

This gift was never imparted
except through the laying on of
hands, and only the apostles
eould impart the gifcin that way,
The bands of an apostla Were
abaolutely necessary te the ime
parting of this gift, because the
gift always carried supepnatursl

" power and singe the apostles a-
lons possesscd the higheat gift
v hich was the baptism of the
Holy Ghost. These alons gould
impart gifts of supernatural
power, for gny gilt with power
must com © 'rom oné With super-
ioF nower,

Bear in miod that this gift
eould never be glven to any uns
baptized person it had to be adde
ed to the common gift received
at baptism {7 received at ail. The
varlous gifts under this head were
nine in sumber ' Word of wisdom
Word of knowledge, Falth, Gifts
of healing, Workings of mirseles,
Prophesey, Discerning of Spirits,
Divers kinds of Iongues, [nters
pretation of Tongues * I Cor, 12;
B~12 These were all miracleous
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and were impart d through the
laying on of the hands of an ape
ostle, Let us note some of the in
stenees [Acts 6:6] The aposties
laid bands on the seven brethern
reeommended by the Jerugalem
Churech That miracle working
power was imparted is proved by
the case of Stephen. (Acts 6:8),
and by that of Philip (Acts 8;6-7)
two of the seven,

But one receiving this power
from an apoetle eou'd not impart
it to unother, an aposatle was necs
essary for that ss is proven in
(Acts 8;5-18). This miracle works
ing Philip had preuched to snd
baptized the Samaritans, *'both
men and women'' [Aets 8;12]
Wwho st that time received the
gift of the Hoiy Spirit common to
all baptizged persons, which wag
promised by Peter (Acts 2:98-39)
But Philip eculd not bestow on
the Samaritaus miraclous gifts of
the Holy Spirit, this required
aposbolic hands. Therefore in
(Acta 8;14) ‘‘Now when the
spoetles which were at Jerusalem
heard that the Samaritans bad
receivad the word they sent unto
them Petet and John, (two aposi.
les] who when they came down
prayed for them that they might
Feceive the Holy Spirit, for as yet
it was fallen upon none of them
only thev nad been baptized in
the name of the Lord Jesus. Then
laid they theli' bands on them
and they received the Holy
Bpirit.”’

The next verse shows that this
gilt was one of demopstrated
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power, for Simon saw it demon=
strated and wanted to buy it.
The Samaritans had been bape
tized intu the name of the Lord
Jesus, which baptism aceording
to (Aets 2-38) brought them unto
remission of sine and the gitt of
the Holy Spirit, Kurnishing proot
that the Holy Spirit that came

with the laying on of apostolia

hands came only in miraeulori’
pawer, in supernatural gifts, noi’r
ip Acts 19:5-8. The Fnhesiatd
twelve had never been legally
baptized only with John’s bap-
tism. When this had been attend-
ed to they received the promised
gift of the Holy Spirit. But when
the supernatural gift was extende
ed, the laying on of apostolic
hands was necessary ‘*And when
Paui had laid bis hands on them
the Holv Spirit eame on them,
and they spoke in tongues and
Drophesied.’”’ Acts 19:6

Timothy had some miraculous
gift (2 Tim, 1:6) Which was im.
parted by the laying on of Paul's
hands, Supernataral e¢ mirsoul-
ous gifte were always [mparted
by the laying on of the spostolie
hands, They never came by
vrayer in the ebsence of aposties;
and they never eams direct from
God, without apoatohie hands be.
ing Isld on the subject. Theres
fore Psul an apostia wrote to the
chireh at Rome, "'l long to see
you that [ may impart unto you
some spiritual gife to the end ye
may be establiched.” [Bom.
1:11) To do that Paul had o be
at Rome in pesson f=5 evom ag
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EDITORIAL

1000 MILES'FROM A PREACH-
ER

““Why preachers aren’t nec-
essary to salvation, you can be
gaved a thousand miles from a
preacher”, is the ecry so often
heard from the denomination of
our country This is because they
do not WAN'T to believe baptism
is essential to salvation and bap-
tistn is dependent upon another
man to be administered. To sup-
port; their theory of the plan of
salvation they affirm that the
word of God is a dead letter. The
Bible and what it teaches is un-
important to them. They advoc=
ate the direct operation of the
Holy Spirit upon ' the heart of
mao, separate and apart from
the word of God and the assist-
ance of man. This they do to de-
feat the simple statement of
Jesus Christ *'He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved.”
Mark 16;16.

Their theory is a falsehood!!

They themuelves practice other-
wise!!

Their theory itself is depend-
ent upon man for propogation.
Except they preached it no man
would believe or endeavor to

practice it. Unless man preached
to people that the Holy Spirit
must directly operate on their
hearts, no man would seek that
operation,

They saddle up the very horsa
they don’t want to ride and ride
it 1gnorantly, toward the same
end. It is as necessary for a man
to preach the direet operation of
the Holy Spirit to get:converts to
it ag it is to preach thé gospel and
persuade penitent believers to be
baptized. If not Wky do 80 many
claim to ‘get it’ in big meetings?
Why do they hold big meetings?
Tne folks who preach you can be
saved a thousands miles from a
preacher will drain your pocket-
book to get support for one to
come a thousand miles and per-
suade you to seek a direct oper-
ation of the Holy Spirit

Why, if the Holy Spirit con=-.

verts in a direct way, separate
from the Word, then are not all
men converted? Why does God
not convert heathens by the
thousands? He 18 not willing that
any should perish. Why would
He wait uatil you who believe he
saves apart from the word, raise
enough money to send a mission-
ary and establish a mission a-
mong the heathen, and preach
the word that you say 18 not nec-
essary? -

Next time your preacher asks
for your donation to foreign miss-
ion work, why not just tell him
a man %an bz saved a thousand
miles from a preacher? Next time
they try to get you to help sup-
port the big meeting 83 the word
can be preached, I suggest that
you just say that a man can be
saved separate and apart from
the word, It might start a ruckus
alright for they preach a thing
they neither believe nor practice:

The theory is not true. God

teaches otherwise, “‘wherefore
lay apart all filthiness and super-
fluity of naughtiness, and re-
ceive With meekness the engraft-
ed Word, which is able to save
your souls.’”’ James 1;21. Further-
more he will call to account all
those who teach. believe and
support the theory that salvation
is separate and apart from tne
word of God and is poured out
by the direct operation of the
Spirit, As Cornelius was advised,
seek the man, ‘“‘whu shall tell
thee words, whereby thou and
all thy house shall be saved”
Acts 11;14, When you hear the
word, believe It and obey it, In-
stead of arguing about & man out
on the desert, look for the place
nearest you to obey the command
of God and be baptized. Chances
are the water necessary is not
very far from you, and the man
neceseary to administer baptism
will be very much npearer than
the thousand miles mentioned.
When you seek a way to ovbey,
instead of getting out of obeying,
it won’t be difficult to do.
Boyd E. Mergan

It took the shouting of Joshua
and the people to cause the walls
of Jericho to fa.l, but remember
God has not asked us to so act.
Shout.ng -today will not blow
walls down, if it would I have
seen times that I would have
been moving, In fact God says
he does not need our testimony.
John 2;24-25

AT

Some foiks think preachers re-
ceive special light on certain
passages of scripture, In II Pet
1:20 the bible says, ''No prophe-
ey of the scripture is of any pri~
vate interpretation-'’
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PUTTING CHRIST FIRST
Marion Farley. Jonesbore Ark.

There is a great deal more in
the above three words, than
meets the eye, From the very
beginning God the Father, de
manded the best from man, who
was created from the dust of the
earth. And in His image.

This, he had a perfect right to
expect, since he owed his very
existence to the God of all the
earth, and from him all blessings,
both spiritual and temnoral came.

But bear in mind, God, at no
time has forced man to put him
first, neither has Christ.

When the first man and woman
was made, good and evil were
placed before them, also the
power was given them to resist
or overcome the forces of evii,
with the solemn warning of the
conseguences if they failed to do
80,

But man failed to heed God’s
warning and was driven from
the beautiful garden, (where he
enjoyed everything the Soul
could desire) toa life of toil hard-
ships, sufferings, and finally
death,

After a few hundred years,
mun became 80 wicked, tha: God
repented that be had made nan
and placed him upon earth, and
decided to destroy all flesh, both
man and beast from the face of
the earth, but he found 2 oah to
be a righteous person and chang=
ed his plans, for Noab’s benefit.

Abraham, was another who
put God first, and because of his
obedience and faithfulness be=
came the heir of righteousness.

God ecmmanded his people
through his servant Moses to
put him first.

He had them to set aside the
seventh day of the week, which

o s — e e

he called the Sabbath, , as
a day of rest and those who
would not keep it as such, were
put to death,

They also were to sacrifice the
best of their flocks, to bring the
fie-ttruis of the field, and in
ghort, to put God first in every-
thing, which is further emphas-
ized in (Eecel. 12:13) where
Solomon, said * Fear God and
keep his commandments for this
is the whole duty of man.”

INow We hear Christ say 1t
(Matt. 10;37-38)- ““He that loveth
fatber or mother more than me
is not worthy of me, and ne that
loveth son or daughter more than
me is not worthy of me. And he
that taketh not his cross and fol-
loweth after me, is not worshy of
me.”

We know that to “’Honor fath-
er and mother’’ ig called the firat
comimandment with promise: and
that Paul said, “Parents love
your children and bring them up
in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord” [Eph. 6;4]. Yet if we
love them more than Christ, we
capnot be his true disciple He
MUST be first in our lives.

Since we, today. are no longer
under the Mosaic law and are
not obliged to keep the Sabbath
as they kept it, but are under a
better law, and by example are
taught to keep the Lordsday, do
you think the Lord will hold him
guiltless that uses his dav as he
pleases. to promote his secu'ar
interests, or visiting recreational
places, and not the way the early
disciples kept it, by meeting to
commune with Christ, by taking
of the Lords supper, by praying
and being taught God’s word?
As found in Acts 2;42 and Acts
20:7? Remember what Jesus said,
Do you believe him?

We are either for him [putting
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him first] or we are against him,
there is no nappy medium here,

(Matt. 12;30). ““He that is not

with me is against me.”’

Wouid you be willing to stand
in judgement as you are? If you
are not putting him ficst, you are
not ready. What are you going
about it?

WHEN? Now is the accepted
time, Today is the day of salvat.
ion. God is not willlng thag any
should perish, bat that all should
coms to repentance. Yet, he said;
"My spirit shall not always strive
with mau.”’

Funny how foiks believe that
everyone ovught to believe their
testimony without question 1f
they say the Holy Spirit told
them to testify. God says ‘‘Be-
loved, believe not every spirit,
but try the spirits whether they
are of God: because many false
prophets are gone out into the
world.” 1 John 4;1. If you chall-
enge the words or claims of a
man who claims to be Spirit-
filled ia to tempt the Lord they
8ay or to blaspheme the Holy
Spirit. i his is just to scare you
off for in Rev, 2:2 God favored
trying the speakers, ‘‘And thou
hast tried them which say they
are apostles, und are not and

haet feund them liars,”’
i Tk

The bible, not your conscience
is the inspired guide. A man
follows his conScience like he
follows a team he is driving.

Don’t get angry and threaten
to quit attendlng the services.
A colored preacher said, “‘Some
felks think they hurt the church
when tkey get mad and quit.
But they are wrong ‘bout thst.
It never hurts the tree for the

oid dried up apples to fall off.”
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apostle could not impart a spirit-
ual gift witbout the iaying on of
his hands and by no other means
at all could those gifts be re-
ceived.

When the last apostie died all
miraculous gifts necessarily
aased. Paul siid in I Co-, 13:8
hat these gifte would be done
away “‘But when that which is
perfect is come then that whieh

is in part shali be done awav.”
I Cor, 18;10 That these gifts

were givea in part cannot be de-
nied for we read in I Cor, 12;8-11
that these gifts were given in
pari, ¢ But all these worketh that
one and the self same apirit, div-
iding to every man severally as
he will,”” 1 Cor. 12;11 These were
given not for the benefit of the

individual receiving them but
that the werd of God might be
confirmed until the New Covens

ant or Testament had been writ

ten by inspired men after which
New Testament there would be
no need of miracles to prove the
written word of God,

Now there was a custom of
elders and congregaticns in ex-
tending good will and God speed

to workers to impress those sele
ected for a work, with the laying

on of hands but no supernatural

gift ever aceompanied that eeres
mony. The Presbytery (elder~

ship thus commended Timothy
upon a prephetic eall to him,
charge (o a certaln work here
called a gift (I Tim. 4:4) but
Timothy's God imparted gift,

was given through the laying on
of Paul's hands (2 Tins. 1;6) Alse
in like manner, when the church
at Antioeh was sbout to send
Barnabas and Paul on thelr mis”
jonary journey, the brethern
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1.id their hands on th m and gent
them away Acts 13:3.
There Wwas no miraclous gift

imparted to them, for Barnabas

had been preaching for a number
of years possibly twelve or thir-
teen and Paul about ten, when
away from Antioeh, The ceeres
moeny oniy eommended or eom-
mitted them t3 their missionary
work: On their return to Antioch
it is gaid “Thence they sailed to
Antioch frum whence they bad

been committed to the grace of
God for the work which they
had finished,”’ [Acts 14;26] This
explaines thut the lavinz on of
the elder’s han scommitted them
to God'’s providence on their
journev,

“‘Lay hands haslily on no man,
neither be partakers of other
men’s sins, keep thyself pure”
[I Tim, 5:22] This means as in
Act9 13:3 where an example is
found to be cautious in appoints
ing or commending a man to any
responsible duty in the work of
the Lord, else the failure of the
one appeinted to hgnor the cause
would rebound upon him who did
the recommending, .

THE BIBLE OUR ONLY

CREED
Marvin Ed Berry..  Welcome Hijll

I could never besome a part of
gome religious system which has
8 buman creed for several reass
ons, namely:

1. For the first three centurjes
of the existence of the New Test-
ament churen, the Bible was the
only creed, Why pot use the
game today? To be the same as
then we must have the Bible
onlys '

2. Every scripiure is inspired
of God and is profitable for
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teaching, for reproof, for correct-
ion, for instruction in righteoas=
nesg, and the man of God is come-
plete, throughly furnished unto
every good work, II Tim. 8;186,
17 This seripture teaches us that
we are completsly furnish=d, Sa
we r.eed nothing more In fact
we are told in Rev. 22:18 to not
add wunto His Word, Human
creeds are additions to the Bible
and are followed to produce fruit
to the denomination tuv whom
they belong, The Bible is given
to produce christiane only, Why
plsdge yourself to 4 human creed
The Bible is safe, but Humat
creeds are not. Even if the church
leaders should write a oreed
which is not an addition to or a
subtraction frcm the Bibie. it
would be exactly like the Bible,
Why have two that are exactly
alike?

3. The following can be said of
the Bibl- ooly: The Bibie contains
the mind of God, the gtage of
man, the way of salvation, the
doom of ginners and the hapgine
ess 0f believers. Head it to be
wise, believe it to be safe, and
practice it to be holy. Christ is
ite eubject, our good ite design,
and the giory of God its end,
Read it slowly, frequenty, prays
erfully, It is given you in life,
will be open i judgement, and
wiil be remembered forever. It
involves the highest responsibile
ity, rewarde the greateet jabop
and condemns all who trifis with
it's econtents. No man made
creeds ¢an make these stats-
ments, How unnscsssary mans
wade cresds are, Lizt ua take the
Bibis only as our creed.
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You may join the denominats
ions of men, but the only way te
get into the chureh of our Lord
is to be added to it by the Lord
himseif.
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