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IN CHRIST

By Harold Turner

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he
is « new creature: old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become new.”
{If Cor. 5:17.)

The New Testament uses several ex-
pressions to convey the idea of becoming
a chitd of God. In Matt. 18:3 Jesus speaks
of this idea as conversion, saying, “Excep!
ve be converted, and become as little
children, ye shall not cater into the
kingdom of heaven.” In John 3:5 he
speaks of becoming a Christian as a new
birth, saying, “Except a man be born of
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter
into the kingdom of God.” And in the
above text the idea Is expressed as being
in Christ. The main thing that each of
these expressions have in common is hat
they show a radical change takes place
when one becomes a child of God, This
change is pictured as being delivered from
darkness into a glorious light.

To become a child of God is to make a
change in our relationship with Christ.
The uzbove Scripture suggests that “old
things are passed away.” To become a

_ Christian is to die to the sinful past. In
Romans 6:6 Paul said, “Knowing this,
that our old man is crucified with him,
that the body of sin might be destroyed,
that hencetorth we should not serve sin.”
And in Romans 6:11 he added, “Likewise
recon ye also vourselves to be dead indeed
ante sin, but alive unto God through
Jesus Christ our Lord.” Spiritually we
pass from death into life in becoming a
child of God.
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God has provided blessings to {udfiil
every need in our spiritual life, but he has
made iliem available (o us only in Christ.
in Eph. 1:3 Paul said, “Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who hatht blessed us with all spirifual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ.”
Paul continues in this chapter to show

many of the blessings extended to those
in Christ. For example, in verse 7 he states,
“In whom we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, accord-
ing to the riches of his grace.” God does
not promise redemption or forgiveness
apart from Christ; we must be in Christ to
receive these. Too, In Acts 4:12 Peter
tells us that salvation is only in Christ,
thus to be saved, we must be in Christ.
And in 1 John 5:11-12 we read, “And
this is the record, that God hath given to
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.
He that hath the Son hath life; and he
that hath not the Son of God hath not
life.” These are only a few of the bless-
ings that one enjoys by being in Christ,
but it is obvious that outside Christ one
cannot receive them.

Since one must be in Christ in order to
be saved, our next concern should be,
how docs one get into Christ? There are
several things required to bring a person
unto Christ, but there is only one action
that puts the person into Christ. The
word “‘unto” means approaching, while
“into” means to enter. We may come
unto a house and never go into it. The
same is true in our relationship with
Christ. The gospei is the power of God
UNTO salvation {(Rom. 1:lo). "With the
teart man believeth UNTO righteousness”
{Rom. 10:10), Repentance is UNTO kfe
(Acts 11:18) And “with the mouth con-
fession is made UNTQ salvation™ (Rom.
10:101). The gospel, faith, repentance. and
the confession of one’s faith are all essen-
tial in our approach of salvation. We cer-
tainlv conid not leave any of these re-
auirerments off and still reach saivation
: i ) i UNTO
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expression “lnto Christ.” In Ronuins
G613 we read, "REnow ye not, that so many
of us gy were baptized into Jesus Christ
were baptized mto his death?” The second
passage is {al, 3027, “For as many of you
as have been baptized into Christ have
put on Christ.” Both of these passages
state that we are baptized INTO Christ.
Yet muititudes will deny this. Multitudes
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Continued on page 4

Do you know the Lord?

By Joe Sponaugle

It is not uncommon to hear people say
today that they know the Lord. They will
profess that they know him as their Lord
and Savior. And that is good, if it is true.
However it may be possibie for one to
say he knows the Lord, and not really
know him at all. If one were to tell some
that they do not know the Lord, they
would refuse to believe it. In fact, they
might accuse the person of judging them.
1t is true that we can seldom know the
real motives of others. But this is not a
matter of human judgment.

How then can one tell if he really
knows the Lord? The answer is actually
very simple. We read in 1 John 2:2, “And
hereby we know that we know him, if we
keep his commandments.” Now that is
not hard to understand, is it? While com-
mandment keeping mav seem to be too
leealistic to suit many in the religious
world today. vet this is what the Holy
Spirit has given as a test or proot of our
kinowing the Lord. Therefore, we must
conciude that those who reluse to keep
the commandments of Christ do not
know ihe Lord, i spite of their chim to
the contrary. John contums this in 1 john
2.4-5. “He that aith, I know him and
Geepeth not his commandments, is a liar
nd the truth is aot in him but whoso
Leepeth his word, in him verily hath the

word of God been perfected,
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Those wio claun o know the Lord
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it I clearly commanded by the Lord
{Matr, 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16, and
Acts 100 18). Stnce the new birth puts one
into Chuist and his kKingdom {John 3:3 &
5}, snd that new birth incorporates water
baptisnl, any may not immerse in water
have not been bom again. They do not
know the Lord.

Continued on page 2
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DO YOU KNOW THE LORD?

continued from page 1

One must not only kcep some of the
commandments of Christ but one must
strive to keep all of them that are given us
today. Jesus asked, “And why call ve me,
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which |
say?” (Luke 6:46.) There are many Chris-
tains today who may call Lord, Lord, and
yet they retuse to worship God faithfully
(Heb. 10:25, Acts 2:47). They refuse to
visit the sick (Matt. 25:35-36), They re-
fuse to teach the lost (Mark 16:15-16).
They have little interest in helping the

Jesus, Our Helper

By Erwin Cowen

“Mv lirtie children, these things write |
witto vou, thar ve sin not. And if any nian
sin, we have an advocare with the Father,
Josus Christ the righteous, ™ (1 John 2:7 ).

The expression. “we havean advocate™,
indicates one of the many ways in which
Jesus helps and blesses us. When Paul
wrole the letter to the Ephesians, he said,
“Blessed be the God and Father ol our
Lord JTesus Christ. who hath blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ. (Lph. 1:3.) God has pro-
vided for our cvery spiritual need in
Chirist. All Christians are in Christ (Gal.
3:27), and it is in him that they are made
full or complete. Paul also wrote in Col.
2:10. ~And” ve are complete in him,
which is the head of all principalitiy and
power.”

In Col. 2:9 Paul writes, “For in him
dwelleth zll the fuhiess of the Godhead
bodily.”™ To have access to God, one must
be in Christ. All that enters iato the dea
of God is embodied, given concrete eox-
pression. and tully realized in Christ. And
since all of Gods people are in Christ,
they have reached the source from which
flows the stream of all spiritual blessings,
whicl will supply every need which any
Christian will ever have in this world or
in the next. "When Christ, who is our life,
shall appear. then shall ye also appear
with him in glory.” (Col. 3:4.)

Christian people can do nothing better
than to search the Scriptures in order to
learn that which is available (o them in
Christ. Man was at first created in the
image of his Maker, but when man
allowed the evil one o alienate him from
the source of all spiritual hlessings, a new
dimension was added to his fundamental
needs. That of redemption from sin. To
meet this need, man was given a Savior,
This enables the initial step back to God
and inte his favor. In Heh. 7:25 the
writer tells us that Jesus is the one who
makes this step possible, saying, “Where-

fore he is able also to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by him,
seeing he ever liveth to make intercession
for them.”

The emphasis of Heb. 7:25 is probably
on his relationship to Christians, but the
principle is the same whether with reter-
ence to salvation from alien sins, or to his
ability to lead his people to eternal peace
with God. This is seen in Heb. 5:9, where
the wrifer states. “And being made per-
fect, he became the author of eternal sai-
vation unto all them that obey him.”

There are many needs which Jesus is
able to supply, and to which the children
of God must give heed it he is to keep in
harmony with the will of God. For one
thing man must have someone who can
speak to him who has absolute authority,
that s, he must have an absolute ruler,
whicl is what Jesus is to every saved per-
son, see Matt. 28:18, and Eph, 1:22-23.
Too, the child of God needs a teacher
who speaks God’s message to him, and
again, this is what Jesus does. He is God’s
prophet and spokesman to us. “God hath
in these lust days spoken unto us by His
Son ... 7" (Heb. 1:2.) **And it shall come
te pass that every soul which will not hear
that prophet, shall be destroyed from
among the people.” {Acts 3:23.) And as
long as the Christian remains in the flesh
he will be plagued by sin, from which he
will be in need of continual cleansing,
Jesus became our high priest to stand
between man and God, “Seeing then that
we have a great high priest, that is passed
into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let
us hold fast our profession.” (Heb. 4:14.)

Jesus is the Christian’s helper. He is
our prophet whao has spoken God’s mes-
sage to us, he is our priest who has offered
up himself for our sins, and he is our
king to provide the zuidance we need to
please God. Certainly he meets qur every
need, and as such, we can trust him sup-
remely and be assured that ail is well with
our souls.

fatherless and widows in their afflictions
(James 1:27). They also fail to seek first
the kingdom of God and his righteousness
(Matt. 6:33). While these individuals may
have at one time known the Lord, it is
evident that they no longer know him.
Again Jesus says, “Not everyone that
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven: but he that
doeth the will of my Father who is in
heaven. Many will say to me in that day,
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in
thy name? and in thy name cast out
devils? and in thy name done many won-
derful works? And then will I profess
unto them, I never knew you: depart
from me, ye thal work iniquity,” (Matt.
7:21-23.) In order to continue to know
the Lord one must continue to keep
Christ’s commandments.

Obedience is seldom an easy lesson to
learn. Jesus himself had to learn the les-
son of obedience  “Though he were a
Son, yet lewned he obedience by the
things which he suffered: and having been
made perfect, he became unto zll them
that obey him the author of eternal salva-
tion.”” (Heb. 5:8-9.) In heaven Christ gave
the orders, but on earih he had to learn
to take them. We are not exempt from
the lesson of obedience. Those who learn
to obey the Lord may say they know the
Lord. Those who do not obey Christ have
no right to claim they know him.

Commuandment keeping may seem
sterile to many but John says it is not.
“But whoso keepeth his word, in him
verily hath the love of God been perfec-
ted.” (I John 2:5.) Jesus said, “If ve love
me, ye will keep my commandments.”
{John 14:15.) Thus we prove our love for
Christ ty keeping his comnndments.
Those who fail to keep his command-
ments prove they do not love him, and
that they do not know him. Those who
do not keep his commandements prove
they do not have faith in him. For James
says, “faith without works is dead.”
James 2:26.) And without faith it is im-
possible to please God (Heb. 11:6).

Do you know the Lord? Have you
obeyed his gospel? If suo, are you still
trusting him and obeying him? If so, you
ar¢ greatly blessed by Christ. If not, you
reed o obtain enough faith to obey him
before it is too late. 1t is truly wonderful
to know the Lord and to be saved from
the guilt and condemnation of sin.
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“4 lor of trouble in this world is caused
by combining a narrow mind with a wide
mouth.”’

* kR
“No ane can get far on excuses, but every
one gets fed up on them. "’

AR
“A good citizen will love his neighbor, but
a first class Christian will love his enemy.”
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PERILOUS TIMES

Paul writes in 2 Timothy 3:1-7: “This
know also, that in the last days perilous
times shall come. For men shall be lovers
of their own selves, covetous, hoasters,
proud, blasphemers, disocbedient to par-
ents, unthankful, unholy, without natural
affection, trucebreakers, false accusers,
incontinent, fierce, dispisers of those that
are good, traitors, heady, highminded,
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of
God; having a form of godliness, but
denying the power thereof; from such
turn away. For of this sort are they which
creep into houses, and lead captive silly
women laden with sins, led away with
divers lusts, ever learning, and never able
to come to the knowledge of the truth,”

It is obvious that Paul is speaking of
the days after the time of our Lord on
the earth. When speaking of the final
judgment the term used is “last day™ and
when referring to the last dispensation of
time the term used is “last days”. In this
case Pazul used the term “fast days” thus
referring to the time between the coming
of the Savior and the final judgment.

It is obvious that perilous times would
more than once occur, as we look back
into history. However, it would seem that
Paul is warning about z time that would
grow worse than any before, Just as the
Children of Israel went into apostasy on
many occasions it is possible today for
Christians to do the same and cach time it
gets worse than the time before.

In verse two, Paul says that men “shall
be lovers of their own seives™. In the peril-
ous times, selfishness is the general
characteristic of the time. This is men-
tioned first because it is the source of the
other evils mentioned. In Phil. 2:21 it is
stated: “For all seek their own, not the
things which are Jesus Christ’s”. The
thought is that men change what is
Christ’s to fit what they are, instead of
changing their lives to fit what Christ
would have them to be in life.

Paul speaks of men being “boasters.
proud™, that is, looking at themselves and
thinking that all is well even though they
are not following what the Lord instruets.
Paul’s description in 2 Tim. 6:4 fits very
well the thought: “He is proud, knowing
nothing, but doting about questions and
strifes of words, whereof cometh envy,
strife, railings. evil surmisings”. It would
seem that Paul was describing the time
that is now at hand.

By Terry Frizzell

Also, in verse two the term “blasph-
mers” is used to describe the perilous
times. The blasphemer is one who speaks
agains God and the work of his people.
Many today in the Lord’s Body are doing
this very thing by refusing to abide by the
authority of the Bible, rejecting God’s
law to establish their own.

White we arc on the thought of auth-
ority look further into verse two and you
will see the thought *“disobedient to
parents”’. Today parents have not forfeited
their natural rights, and in all matters,
except where obedience to God is not at
stake, children are bound to vield them
respect, obedience and tender affection.
Look for & moment at the thought pre-
sented in Deut. 21:18-21: “If a man have
a stubborn and rebellious son, which will
not obey the voice of his father, or the
voice of his mother, and that, when they
have chastencd him, will not harken unto
them: Then shall his father and his
mother lay hold on him, and bring kim
out unto the elders of his city, and unto
the gate of his place; And they shall say
unto the elders of his city, This our son
is stubborn and rebellious, he will not
obey our voice; he is a glutton, and a
drunkard. And all the men of his city
shall stone him with stones, that he
die . . . 7 Dogs this sound hard or callous-
ed to you? It may very well be to some,
but you can believe that it got the atten-
tion of youth and caused them to respect
the zuthority of their parents.

Children who begin life with disobed-
ience to their parents, in most cases are
ungrateful to all others who may show
them kindness in their life. Ingratitude
has always been regarded as one of the
worst of crimes. How long has it been
since you have scen someone that you
thought was truly grateful for the privil-
eges enjoyed in this life or for the grace
of God bestowed on man? How can we
expect those who do not respect their
parents to respect God. These are people
who through their lack of purity, being
defiled by sin, and irreligious attitudes,
scoff at holiness as a weekness of charac-
ter rather than strength.

“Without natural affection™ in verse
three described hoth sides of the fence.
Parents that do not love their children
enough to care fo them properly, do not
care enough to discipline them properly.
With growing strides it is heard of parents
that take the life of their children because

they do some trivial thing that is annoy-
ing to the parents. Babies are deserted,
and small children beaten and mamed for
life. When parents do not show love and
respect for their children how can we
expect children to respect their parents or
any authority?

In 2 Peter 2:10, Peter states: “But
chiefly them that walk after the flesh in
the lust of uncleanness, and despise
government. Presumptuous are they, self
willed, they are not afraid to speak evil
of dignities.” We add Paul's statement in
Phil. 3:19 to this, “Whose end is destruc-
tion, whose God is their belly, and whose
glory is in their shame, who mind earthly
things.” Those that are more ready to
follow sensual pleasures than to follow
the law of God. There are people who
would make any sacrifice to procure a
fleeting pleasure and who would give
nothing up in order to do honor to God.

In verse five it is stated: “having a
form of godliness, but denying the power
thereof”. There are those that put on the
shell of a Christian but their heart is not
pure. They want only enough godliness to
soothe the conscience but not enough to
save. In fact at this very time there are
these that claim to be children of God
that would pervert the truth and com-
promise the truth to fulfill their own lust.
There are those who deny the authority
of the scripture and deny that the gospel
saves. They deny the diety by denying
the virgin birth of Christ, and deny the
scriptures by denying the power of the
Holy Spirit in the Apostles. Paul writes
further about this in | Tim. 5:8; “Per-
verse disputings of men of corrupt minds,
and destitute of the truth, supposing that
gain is godliness: from such withdraw
thyself.”” This does shed a hetter light on
the subject. We should keep away from
those that pervert the scriptures, and
other than trying to teach them the truth
have no fellowship with them, because
they ¢an only do us harm.

All who so live while claiming to be
Christians have a “form”, the profession
of godliness. while they fail to live ac-
cording to its laws. Those claiming to be
Christians, showing a form of worship,
living a life than seems pure and holy, but
not according to the perfect law of liber-
ty. Denying the power of God to lead and
direct their life, or his authority in
governing our conduct.

continued on page 4
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PERILOUS TIMES

continued from page 3

“Fver learning and never able to come
to the knowledge of the truth.” Those
who reject the authority of Jesus Chiist
and the law of God as the standard of
right have no standurd, and so led by
their selfish desires and tusts are aiways
reasoning. alwayvs speculuting and always
tearning. but they are never able to come
to the knowledge of the truih. Why?
Because they have rejected  the only
standard by which o determine the
truth. They have closed their eyes that
they nuay not see and their ears that they
may not hear the Word of God.

Somewhere in these seven verses have
vou seen vour life? Do you see the world
we now dve in? It is time for all of us to
do something about it. We must lay aside
ot wants and Meshly desires and come to
the truth. We must obey Jesus Christ, and
submil ourselves o his autherily and
power. Now is the time! Paul gives
further warning in 2 Tun. 4:3-3. For the
time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine: but after their own justs
shall thev heap 1o themselves teachers.
having itching cars: And they shall tum
awav their ears from the trwth, and shall
be wurned unto tables.”

Do you want preaching and teaching
that will tickle vou ears. or do you want
that which will make vour life pure and
whele. in order that sulvation may be
vours when the  judgment comes?
Possibly by our actions we have already
made the choice that will cause cternal
Jdamnation. but vou that read this sdll
have the time to chang:.

=Let vour mederation be Known unto
Al men. The Lord is ai hand. Be caietul
for nothing: but m every thing by prayer
and supplication =ath thanksgiving et
your tequest be made known unto God.

And the peace of Godl winen passeth ali
Tl arts and

ferstanding, s W G i

R el

e way fo ledp oo B

dovwn o Hirodl B sl vour ipouii
shuat.

S the win Har connts, failure o it the
bulls-eve is never the fuadt of the tasget.”
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One of life’s great blessings it vial we
't have te beliere everythiing (o witich
are porced rofisten.”

IN CHRIST

continued from page 1
are teaching that one Ts-saved and should
be baptized as an outward symbol of
what has already taken place in the heart.
The Bible teaches that salvation is only
in Christ {Acts 4:12), that IN Christ we
have redemption and the forgiveness of
sins, and that we are baptized INTO
Christ. How then could one be saved
before his baptism? Some reply that the
baptism that puts one into Christ is the
baptism of the Spirit. If this is the case
then there is no need for baptism in water
hecause the Bible states that there is
“One Lord, one faith, one baptism.”
(Eph. 4:5.) Too, consider Acts 2:38,
“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and
be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost.” The promise of receiving the gift
of the Holy Ghost (Spirit} is to those who
are baptized in the name of the Lord,
which is in water (Acts 10:47-48). In
Gal. 4:6 the Bible says, “And because ye
are sons, (God hath sent forth the Spirit of
his Sen into your hearts.” The Spirit is
not given to those who are not Christians,
but to those who have become children
of God in Christ Jesus.

Faith or Tradition?

By Ted Mountjoy

Many claim “spirituality” today, but
few really arc spiritual. “Spirituality™ in-
volves more than just a good feeling, or
saying, “T am spiritual”. I we are going
to use Bible words in a religious way, we
need to use definitions given to those
words by the Bible.

Most will readily agree that anyone
who possesses the fruit of the Spirit, as
described in Galatians 5:22. 23 has spirit-
uality. “The fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy. peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentlencss and self-control.”
Notice, “Taithtulness™ is very much a part
of “spirituality ™. Iy order to be faithful,
we must have faith. But in order to have
fuith, we must hear the Word of God,
either by reading, teaching, or preaching.
Faith comes by hearing the Word of God
(Romans 10:17), What does that have to
do with spirituality”? Much in every way:
We cannot be spiritual without the fruit
of the Spirit, which includes “faithtul-
ness.” and we cortuinly cannot be faithful
without faith.

Therefore, in order for us to have
cspirituality”™ we must be fajthful to
God and His Word. When “spirituality”
is cluimed by an individual, or groups of
individuals, then it is expected that they
would follow God's Word. The “spiritual-
ity of any individual, sroup of indivi-

There is one baptism, This baptism is
in water. It is the act of baptism that puts
one into Christ. All spiritual blessings are
in Christ. Those who have not been
baptized into Christ have not heen saved,
and they are not children of God. In
Christ we become new creatures. having

duals, or chuich, should be seriously ; : ;7
i ) L Jusly heen redeemed by the precious bleod of
guestioned when they are shown difter- Cliisi :

ences in what they practice and what # o
Gods Word teaches, but still refuse to
change. To become deeply offended, or
1o feel attacked. because Gods Word
conflicts with OUR practice, whether it
be worship, daily life. or even salvation
itselt, iy wverv unspiritual. The spiritual

“Dhen a man talkes hecause he enjoys
neqring Rinselr, he will soon find that
others are witling to let him have il the
pleasure.”

men we read about in the Bible were a
fmthful men. whe conformed to the H‘
Word of God. 8
: . oy a1 i'
We cun clauim “sprrituality”” but can 4
we reaily have “spirituabity ™ i we would i
. 1 3 " i
rather hold on te our feelines und’o; i
tiaditions, than to fathiully follew God's i
Word?
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