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The Eldership No. 6
We continue our study of the
eldership as revealed in the Bible.
There is no more important sub
ject than this as it relates to the
organization of the church. As
goes the elders so goes the church
normally. The elders must set the
right kind of example before the
flock.
In I Timothy 3:2 we have list
ed along with others, these qual
ifications which an elder is to
possess. Paul says, An elder must
be of good behaviour. Just what
does the inspired writer mean by
this? He means that an elder
must lead a well disciplined life,
this means an orderly life. His
outward bearing must in all re
spects correspond to his inner
life. He must be the master of his
life.
Also, in this verse Paul says,
That an elder must be given to
hospitality. Of all people in the
church, the elders should be the
first to manifest a hospitable at
titude and spirit. To be hospitable
means to receive and entertain
guests generously and kindly. It
also means to be liberally recep
tive. An elder can come to know
the flock better by visiting with
them in their homes, and most of
all by having them visit in his
home.
Another qualification listed by
Paul is, Apt to teach. An elder
of the church must be qualified to
teach. Since elders are charged
with leading the flock in the right
way, it necessarily follows that he
must know that way himself.
There is some question as to how
capable an elder must be i n
teaching. In Titus 1:9 Paul is very
plain when he says, "Holding fast
the faithful words as he hath been
taught, that he may be able by
sound doctrine both to exhort and
convince the gainsayers. In oth
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er word, he must be able to de
fend the truth against false doc
trine both from within and with
out. One great problem which we
face today is, elders not being ab
le to defend the truth as they
should. Preachers and others be
gin to teach false doctrines and
before the elders detect it the
church has been rent asund e r.
The only way an elder can ac
quire this qualification is through
study of the Word of God. He
ought to study daily, and prayer
fully.
And elder must not be a drink
er. This is certainly not in keep
ing with being the right kind of
an example to the flock. If any
one should refrain from drinking
strong drink, it is an elder of the
Lord's church. An elder must not
be a striker. This means that an
elder must be able to control his
temper. He must not be quarrel
some or ready to fight. It is sad
when elders cannot control them
selves. When they cannot stand
criticism, or when they resent
everything that is said to or about
them. Elders must be big men in
this respect.
Elders must not be lovers of
money. Covetousness is strongly
condemned in God's word. Elders
should be the last people to bow
to this temptation. Money blinds
many to the truth of God, and
their duty to God and man.
We pray that you will study
these items further in the priv
acy of your home, that you might
learn more of God's will concernFULTON CO. GOSPEL NEWS
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February Issue - As you receive this issue of the
Fulton County Gospel News, the
next issue is already in the hands
of the printer. We are in hopes
that the next one will come to you
in just a few days. Your contin
ued interest in this publication is
appreciated. If you have any sub
ject that you wish to receive at
tention in our writing, we would
be happy to hear from you. Either
Brother Ragsdale or I (Richard
England) would be glad to pre
pare an article on any Bible sub
ject. There are times when it is
difficult to determine what is the
best type of material to use. If
you ever have any suggestion,
please let us know.
ing elders. James Knight
Pineville, La. 71360
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