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THE JOURNEY OF LIKE
Num, 10:29
Erwin Cowan

Man’s sojourn upon earth is
often referred to as rthe jourpey
of life, und so it 18 a good journ-
ey if that man has obeyed the
Gospel and shares in the prom-
ises of God,

**For the wages of sin is death
but the gift of God is eternal
life threugh Jesus Christ our
Lord”’ (Kom. 6;23)

Knouwing that there is no life
in sin but that life is in Jesus
only, one eannot correctly make
the journey Lefore accepting
Cnrisc as Lord, therefore the
Gopd journey begins at baptism.

“If ye then be risen with
— Cirist, seek those things Which
are a'ove, Where Christ sitteth
on the right band «f God, tet
ycur affecticn on tkings above
not on things of earth.” (Col. 3;
1-2)

**Therefore leaving the prin-
ciples of the doctrine of Christ
let us go on toward perfecticn
pot laying again the foundation
of repentance from dead works
and of faith towaza God.”’ (Heb,
6;1)

fhe journey is one of progress
toward perfection. Haviog for
our guide the Bible wherein is
contaiped the rules for oul
journey.

- *'0, that my ways were directs
ed to keep thy statues. Then
shall I not. be.ashaned when I
have respect to all thy command-
‘ments. |Pa 119;5.6]

- Thy word js 'a lamp unto my
feet and a light unto my path”

— (Ps, 119;105)

.ion and eternal rest.

““Be thou faithful unto death
and I will give you a crown of
life” (Rev. 2:10) Our earthly
journcy ends at death, yet it
takes us unto a land of rest,

“*Let us therefore fear lest a
promise being 'eft us of enterinp
into his rest any of you should
geem to come short of it”’ [Heb.
4:11]

‘Let us laber therefore to
erler that rest lest any man fal]
after the same example of un-
belief’”’, (Heb. 4:11)

This rest is found in the city
of God. "*For he loocked for a city
which huaih foundations whnose
builder and maker iz G.d,”
[Heb. 11;10]

“*And he carried me away in
the Spirit 10 a great high mouns
amn and shewed me that great
city the huly Jesusalem aecends
ing cut of Heavep from Ged.
(Rev, 21;10)

“*Let him that heareth say
come” [Rev. 22;17] We have
heard and accepted the word of
Gud, which causes us to think of
others who should be our com-
panions in travel teward perfect
We invite
others 1o go with us and share
the joye of the Christian race
and the hope of eternal life. May
we bs of tne same mind as Paul
when be said. ‘‘Brethern my
hearis desire and praver for Israel
is that they might be saved.”
(Rom, 10;1)

There is always rcom for more,

**All the Father giveth me
ghail come to me, and him that
cometh to me I will in no wise
cast out”, (Jro. 6:37)
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CHURCH HISTORY

By Clovis Ragsdale
As America was settled the
majority of the peoprle whn came
here were protestant. In Amer=
ica, free from ‘atholic oppress=
ion, denominatiolism flourished.
The curse of division was settling
down over the protestant wurld.
Thomas Campbell and his son
Alexander, who were Preshyter=
iap  ministers, began to speak
oui against division. The reason
for division was apparent to all,
dcetrines which were contrary to
the New lest'ment were being

taught.
The Campbeils, Bartor W.
Stone, and others began to ad-.

vecate a return to the New Test-
ament pattern of worship, speak-
in * where the Bible speaks and
being silent where the Bible is
giient. Thus was begun the Res-
toration movenient. Previously
the efforts of Luther and others
were directed toward reforming
the Catholic Chzreh, evidently
the idea of re-establishing the
original Churchh of Christ had
not occurred to thems

To worship just as the Bible
directed and to leave off all ideas
and innovations of men was a
plea that none could chalienge
and many began to follow after
the moverment o restore the
gimple New Testament Church,
I'his movement caused cunstern-
aticn in the ranks of the denoms=
inations who could only trace
their beginnings back to the re-
formation in Europe. The possi.
bility elisted for all protestants
to unite, but those who held to
the man-made creeds prevailed

Conticued on back page
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EDITORIAL

**The only difference between
the Church of Christ and the
Christian Church is '‘insirumen-
tal music,”’ is one of the sad
gtatements that we so often hear
t.day and is sometimes made by
church members.

We have mauny friends in the
Christin Church whom we would
welcome with open arms should
they lay down their wectarian
practices. We ever plea to them
to return to the first iove.

Many and varied ate the dif-
ferences and it is a saddening
thing to see the break ever
widening. Thename, Christian,
is for individual members and
not for the chuzch. Christ is
‘the head of the church, and His
chureh is named after him, not
after the membership, It re-
mains fcr children to wear the
family name rather than tbhe
family beibg named after the
chiidren, It is erroneous to say
ginee we are christians we will
have ‘Christian churches,” The
gospel nowhere speaks of con-
gregations as Christian churches
Truly the chureb is made up of
christians the same as a material
house might be made up of

bricks but the
‘christian church’-
denotes ownership
church of our Lord is referred
to as the ‘church of the first-
born’ and as the ‘‘churches of
Christ”’. Rom. 16:16. Since we
are chiidren of God. we yet,
would not eall Hig church.
**Children’s church.

We appeal to the christian
chureh to give proper honor to
Jesus Christ through his body.
In the split between the christian
chureh and the church of Christ
a great brotherhood wasdivided,
and today there stands this di-
vision which is as displeasing to
God as division was when Paul
wrote the first chapter of Cor
inthians. v

Christ’s chureh was establish-
ed in the city of Jerusalem 33
A D, inf Ifillment of the pro-
phecies of God. The christian
church is modern, originating in
an innovation at St. Louis. Mo.
less than a century ago. The
chureh of Christ would welcome
the return of this brotherhood
which drifted from them, -and
has never ceased to pray fur
geripiaral unity. As always the
basis of unity must be the word
of God and this continues to be
our plea as it has ever been to a
divided religious world. We
raust ever speak wlere the bibie
gpeaks and be silent Where the
bible is silent. God’s word must
be kept and preached in its pur-
ity: His silence must not be im-
posed upon.

For those who may desire to
know the differences, some vital
contrasts are here shown;

Chpurches of Christ: Secriptural
name, Rom, 16;16: Christian
Churches: [Unseriptural name,

Churches of Christ; Scriptural
organization Phil 1:1,

Christian Churches: Unscrip-

not

is
The name

name

and the

boards,

taral organization —
circles, - machinery, — societies,
alds.

C.0. 3. Seriptural giving .-
1 Cor. 16:1,2.

C. O.; Unpseriptural wopey

schemes, dinners, etc.

C, 0. C.; Scriptural song ser-
vice, wul. 3;16.

G, C.  Unescriptural music in

~orship, sing aud play,
C. 0. ¢. Uncomnpromising at=
ti.ude toward false doctrine,

Epn. 5:11.

C.(C. Compromising and ‘eo-
operative’’ atutude tuward de-
pominations 2 Jokin 11.

C. 0. C; Secriptural adherence
to New Testament identity of
the church in name creed, terms
of salvation. worship, work,

C. C. »soft peddiing of the
identity, name, creed, doctrine,
and other New Testament pin-
ciples.

C. 0.C, Women
seriptural work,

fn  their

™

GRSy .oman leadcrship,
preachers, rulz:s.

C. V. C, Elders, overseers,
Acts 20;8

C, C. Board and majority ruie,

C. O, C. Preachers, evange-
lists. Acts 21;8.

C, C. Preachers, “‘pastors’
“‘reverends”,

C, 0 C. Observes first day
of the week as the Lord’s Day.
Rev 1;10.

C.C. Obpserves also in nmany
instances pre-easter, [Kaster,
Maundy Thursday candelight -
communion, Chiidrens day.
Muther's day, Father’s day, ete.

C.0.C. Worships in  spirit
and truth, John 4:24.

C, 3. Sometimes leaves both
gpirit and the truth, substituting
therefor modern inveations to
*get the crowds’’ and o enter-
tain. :

Centinued on next page
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EDITORIAL
Continued from opposite page

Theeedifferences are pointed
out in love and friendship, open-
'y: as therift isopen, and it is
hoped that someday th> wound
mav be healed by the return of
the Christian church, It muy be
argued that the Christian echurch
is progressive, but the seriptures
read 2 John 9 * Whosoever goeth
onward * A.rericar Version) and
abideth not in the doectrine of
Christ hata not God.” It way
may be argued that it is 'broad”’
hence fellowships denominativn-
alism. Again we read 2 John 11
"He that biddeth him God speed
is partaker of his evil deegs.”
Think of fellowshipping the pre-
gram of denominational pames
and vurgenization; the program
of Baptist '‘close commnnion’”’,
‘onc: in grace always in grace'”
the program of Methodist sprink-
liog and infant membership; of
“faith only”’ 1n ‘most denominat-
ious: of *‘dir-ct operation of the
Holy Spiiit” among ‘‘Holiness’
people; of *'geiting religion and
joining the chureh of your
choice™, of ‘being saved out of
the ehurch.” Feature Paui ex-
changing pulpits with Ananiass
the high p ies, o- St phea being
the “‘zuest pastor’”’ at the Sar-
hedrin, or the Epicureans having
“‘charge” of the service of the
chu eh at antioch or Jerusalem.
Imayine the Methodist preacher
burrying f.om a ‘sprinkling”
program to *‘supply’”’ while the
Christian ‘‘pastor” is away, er
the Latneran clergyman coming
immediately from his mass of
consubstastiation to “‘bring the
megsage’’ at the Christian
Chuarch, or the ** olines.”
prexzcher who ¢ mes from arant-
ing “‘divine he:ling’* or “‘Holy

~Spirit baptism’’ gevice 10 try to

.

It is wrongto fellowship den-
ominatiois; to say thev have not
the right name, creed, or terms
of salvation, or right baptism
and then to criticize the Chureh
of Christ for refusing to “*eooper-
at:*’ witn ur fellowship ereor [I

admire the man who staids firm
on his convicticns and an per-

su-ded that the world does.] It
is unfair to refuse to expose er-

ror to peonle who have been led
a«8tray and to refuse to teaeh the

truth. The Christian Chureh is
unlair to itself because every

inpnovation it intrcduces drives
its more spiritual minded mem-
bers elsewere, It weakens its
fortifications and =urrenders itg
plea. It has borrowed the denom-
inational phraseology until i: has
lost mucn uf the ring o ~the *“‘ur-
aces ' G.d.”

To our friends who teach and
praciice the gospel plan of sal-
vation we ples; Repent__turn
bick; confess your errors: remaove
vour in ovations; remove
the name Christian Chureb; re-
orvanize scripturally; and seek
the old paths and worship God as
a lovai congregation refusine to
Join hands W th sectism and com-
promise. Feilowship vour so-call-
ed “conservative brethren” by
refusing to sacrifiee the height
of the ideals of the New Testa
ment church. the depth of its
purity and the mission it must
perform.

Eoyd E, Morgan

Oct. 13, 1953
Dear Brother Morgzan,

I have recently heard from one
of your friends bere at Harding
College Breezy Colyer, that per-
haps yca might be able to help
me Jocate a church that 1 might
preack to. I have my own car
and would be wiling to go a

preach a zospel sermon to the
" Christian Church,

e

reasonably long way every Sun-

day. I have hud no previous ex-
perience’s preaching a sermen
but gince studying here at Hurd-

ing I feel that I am ready to
preach the Lord’s Word, If yoa

coulc help me in finding a chureh

L will certainly appreciate it

Piease write me if you can help

me,— Larry Roberts, Harding _
College, Searcy, Ark.

Sineerely Yours,

Larry Roberts

LIFE’ JOURNEY ENDED
—Boyd E. Morgan

Quite often we may wonder
450w che pi grim:ge uf life journ-
ey ended for our -~avior’s apos-
tles, Th- word unly tells s how
one died and that one was the
traitor. We are dependent upon

8ecular history fur an account of
the death of the rest. Al died

in Martysdom except John the
revelator. Hereis the aceount
as usually given,

Judas: Hunged himself

Matthew: Slain with a sword
in Ethiopla,

James, the brother of the Lord

was c48t down from the pinnacle
of the tempie, then Killed with a

club,

James, son of Zebedee; behead-
ed in Jerusalem.

Phillip; Hanged against a pil-
lar at Hisropolis, in Phrygia.

Thomas;
at Coromanded, in East Indies.

Andrew; Was martyred on a
cross at Patre, in Archaia.

Bartholomew; Flayed alive at
Albahuapolis in Armenia,

Thaddeus: Shot to death with
arrows. :

Peter: Crucified, head down-
ward.

Simon Zelotes; Crucified in
Persia,
Matthias; Stoned, then be-
headed.

~ Paul: Beheaded at Rome.
John; Died a naturaideath,

Killed with a lance
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and division among the ranks of
protestants became more pron-
vunced.
- The Restoration movement
grew rapidly until the latter part
of the 19th Ceatury when divis-
ion took place within the ranks
of the Restoration. This arose
over the use of mechanical music
in:worship and over the estab=
lishment of missivnary societies:
Those digressing were called
‘First Christian’ and ‘Disciples

—of Chriz.’. Those who refused to

go along with these innovations
were known as the Church of
Christ. During tnis time many
religious discussions were held.
It soon became apparent to all
that the position of tne Church

° of Christ which advocated a re-

turn to worship identical with
that laia down in the New Test-
ament was impossible to meet
and the denominations decided
that they just didn’t believe in
debating. At the present time de-
bates are rare, although in Jude
' 3-4 Christiuns are told to earnest-
ly contend for the faith, also the
Apostle Paul was ever willing to
dispute with all who taught error,

The task of the chureh today
is to make known to our neigh-
bura, to the people of. America,
and tpall mankind the fact that
the New Testamant Church in
it’s pure and simole form has
been.restored to a sin cursed
woeldso

This concludes this series .of
articles on Church History.

ditvy. REPENTANCE
Marvin Ed Berry
Somepassages to show the im-
portance of Repentance.
Matt28;1, 2 “Ip those days
came John the Baptist, preach-
ing%n thie wilderness of Judea,
Saying, Repent ye, for the king-
dom of-heaven is at hand.

Luke 24:46, 47 “'Thus it is
written, and thus it behooved
Christ to suffer, and to rise from
the dead the third day; and that
repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in his name
among all nations beginning at
Jerusalem.”’

Acts 2:38 **Then Pet-r said un-

to them, Repent and be baptized
every one of you in the name of

Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins, and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost.”

"ects 3;19 ‘"Hepent ye there-
fore, and be converted, that

your eins may be blotted out,
when the times of refreshing

ghall come from the presence of
the Lord.”

Acts 17:30 **And the times of
this 1gnorance God winked at;
but now commandeth all men
everywhere to repent.”’
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Ira G. Woodward
T'his is new to the paper and
will cortinue if appreciated If

you have a Bible question and
want it published and answered

in the paper fend it in and
state that it is  intended

for the Q. & A. column,

1. How was the term “‘Elder”
originally used?

The term '‘elder” was used 1o

refer to older people. Heb, 11;2
is an example. The word elder

applies to an older person todzay.
In the New Testament chureh 1t

designates the highest office held
by mortals, and one to be an eld
er must not be a novice (new
christian, without experience).

2. How do we know the church
did not exist in Old Testament

days? The word church means a
called out body. The church in
the wilderness was a called out
bedy. [Israel cailed out of Egypt)
but it was not the church of the
New Testament; This one was
built by Christ Mt. 16:18 and

e e e —— e

purchased by his blood Acts 20;28.
His church [the church] did not
exist until after his death, In
Mt. 16;18 Jesus said *‘Upon this
rock I will build MY churzh. His
called out body Other bodies may
be called out but he only called
out one. Eph. 4;4, The word
chureh is first found in Mt 16:18
and is definetely a New Testa-
ment term. It is not found in the
Old Testament at all.

3. What is the Spirit that is in
us?

Rom. 8:9-10 speaks of the Spirit
of God dwelling in you. ‘The
Spiritislife Secause of righteous-
ness’ the pass:ge closes by say-
ing. Those who have righteouse
ness dwelling in their minds have
bharmony with the mind of Christ,
Jesus said John 6:63. *‘It is the
Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh
profiteth nothing: the words that
Ispeak unto you, they are spirit,
and they are life.”

4. Are you justified at leaving
your husband because he objecta
to your going to church.

In some cases, yes. Kspeciaily
go if he refuses to allow you to
g0. However, those that leave
must remain unmarried. 1 Cor. 7;
10-16. All wives who have dig-

believing huspands should read
1 Peter 3;1-4 for some sound ad-

vice.

5, What is John the Baptist’s
real name?

All the name that is found in
the Bible 18 Jobn. His father’s
name Was Zachariaa and his
mother s name E.zabeth. John
was 2 man seut from God who

baptized people, for this reason
be was callea the Bapust. lhe

term is applied to him fourteen .

times in the Bible Thirteen times
Jonn the Baptist and once John

Bapteat in the King James Ver-
givn only. Fourteen times John

the Baptist in the American ver
gion, Baptist was not his name,

but the term seperates him from
the other John’s by reason of his
work.

Send in your question.



