FULTON COUNTY

GOSDEL NEWS

BOX 184 MAMMOTH SPRING, ARKANSAS

72554

VOLUME X

7e¢m 7c'me

By Pat Suba

"Hey! Look me over - lend me an ear!" Thus
goes the cry of today's Teens. "Look at us -see
that we're searching for « place in society that
we can call home." Flower children? No. Pro-
test marchers? No. Teen Christians, born and
reared in the faith, suddenly finding themselves
in limbo, seemingly outcast by all, shout :"Look
at us, know we are here!"

| have heard preachers, teachers and elders
moan about the Teens who suddenly (?) lose in-
terest and fall by the wayside. Moan and groan,

ye of little faith, and then lock in the mirror
and say, "t did it = | drove them away."

How ? You shouldn'thave asked. Shall we start
with the elders? How many classes do you parti-
cipate in that are designed to better acquaint
you with this problem age? Do you, o leader
of the flock, know by name every teen in your
congregation ? Do you know anything of the
schools they attend? The teachers in whose cles-
ses they sit? Are you aware when they win hon
ors and awards? Do you know what they do for
recreation? Are you familiar with individ-
val "hang-ups” and do you assure thesy of your
sympathy and understanding? Are you feeding

themso that they will grow to take your place ?
Are your wivestrainingthegirlsto replace them?
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Listen fo me, brethren, if you have no tore-
sight in these matters, we will perish and the
condemnation is yours.

Ah, teacher friend of mine, sit not smugly
thinking the blame must be at their feet! How
can your elders be close to children you discour-
age from coming. How many of you are teach -
ing 12 - 20's because that is where you want
most to be? Do your students feel your love for
Them?Canthey confide in You? Another thing-~
do you talk their language? | do not advocate
behavior unbecoming an adult, but do you
relax and giggle with Them. Occa-
sionally? Are you honest with them? If you
have not the ability to stimulate and chalfen~
ge them to the fullest of their capabilities, are
you wise enough to step down? Be aware of them
tune them in. Know if they get bands on or have
them taken off; be the first to notice new cloth-
es, hair-dos ,improved complexions;lock at them
call them by name; share their ups and downs,

enthusiasms and dissappointments, Know them
well enough fo sympathize or admonish asthe
need may be. And, above all else, look ,dress
and behave as you expect them to. Be Faithfull
and diligent in your service. Train your child -
ren to be proper examples. Love them, pra yfor
them, laugh with them and cry with them.

And you, Mr. Preacher Man, think not thatye
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The contemplation of sin gives pleasure, the
memory of it pain, Before men sin they think of
the gain, afterthey sinthey despise the gain and
think of the guilt. Remember Judas!

"What mean ye, fellow-citizens, that ye turn
every stone to scrape wealth together, and take
so little care of your children, to whom you must
one day relinquish it all?"  (Socrates.)

""When a bee is stining it is not making honey."

“The correct place for a knocker is on the out-
side of the door."

"The world is full of cactus—-but we don't have
to sit on it."

"Many want the Kingdom of God, but don't
want it first,"

Teen Time Continued

shall escape! Once severul years ago, my child-
ren went eagerly fo services to hear a man pro-
claimed to be one of the "greats" in the brother
hood. As we sat there, what did we hear but a
vitriolic diatribe condemning short-sighted e | -
ders and s low-witted members for destroying the
church. Later, | went to this "great man" and
pleaded with him to take advantage of anoth er
opportunity to qualify his statements and impress
the children with the majesty of the church.Im-
agine my hurt when he laughed and said that was
my problem, his duty was to expose. Doyoutruly
expect our Teens to love a church they hear you
tear apart with qualification? When you see the
need for a tongue-lashing, couldn't it be done
in adult classes or business meetings? Oh I know
only too well the necessity of rebuke and chas-
tisement -what | amspedking of is bitter destruct-
jon of ideals. Please don't misunderstand.lkno w
the difficulties and heartaches in preaching toa
people who refuse or neglect fo hear. | know
the hours of study, the prayers and the tears you
have to spend, but as you study and pray,bring
to remembrance those precious, tendersoulsthat
wait thirstily for you to say the words that will
sustain and encourage. You are the one who o-
pens to them the joy of preaching. You havethe
thrill of baptizing them, marrying themand,
sometimes, burying them. Show them.. Show
them the glory of the church, the beauty of true
dedication and the peace of rea! Christianity.
Talk with them, laughand play with them, Guide
their steps with love. Treat them with dignity
that they may reach maturity feeling the strengh
of your confidence in them.

Now, look them over, lend them an ear.Aren't
they beautiful in their youth and vitality ? Some-
times misdirected, but struggling to meet life
head-on and prove themselves worthy citizens
of the kingdom. Let each of us search his own
"Maturity" before denouncing their immaturity.

We must recognize that in our Teensrests the hope
of the church. Will we assist them to greatness
or let them make it in spite of us? For some of

them have the stamina to succeed. We are the
ones to answer for those who "Drop-out" because
we were too busy to hear their plea forattention.



Tie Good ews

By Clovis Ragsdale

[n life, all to often we are subjected to hear-
ing bad news. Deaths, wars, famines, and var-
ious tradegies have always made news. Good
news always seems to be scarse. Yet an event
took place, almost 2000 years ago, that is good
news to each succeeding generation. Paul men-
tioned it in Romans 1 : 16, where he wrote, "For
| am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it
is the power of God unto salvation, to every
one that believeth, to the Jews first and also to
the Greeks."

The word Gospel means good news. It tells of
the life, teachings, and events that happenedto
Jesus Christ. [t consists of facts to be made
known, of commands fo be obeyed, and of pro-
mises to be enjoyed. In short, it makesknown
God's plan for the redemption of lost man, It is
the best news that a person will ever know of if
we will believe it, obey it, and live according
to its teachings.

The Gospel explains what God requires of man
and promises the blessings we may expect if we
let it become a part of our lives, It is the source
of faith, a staff to lean upon in time of trouble
and containes the promise that man can be res-
tored to favor in the sight of his Maker.

The Gospel is for all in all ages. It will [7ft
men to a higher plan in this life and to the pre-
sence of God in the life to come. Every indiv-
idual must make the decision for himself as to ac-
cepting the gospel. If we refuse to accept this
gospel there will come a time when bad news to
terrible fo contemplate will be announced toall
unbelievers. 1 Peter 4 : 17,18 states, "For the
time is come that judgment must begin at  the
house of God : and if it first begin at us, what
shall the end be of them that obey not the gos-
pel of God? And if the righteous scarcely be
saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner

appear ?

Yews

Brother Auther Blackwell held our meeting,one
was baptized. Viola Church of Christ.

Six have been baptized, and three restored here
in Mammoth Spring the last month.

Brother Charles Wilson of Hardy conducted q
meetingat Burke's Chapel August the 19th through
the 25th,

Beginning the second Monday night in Septem-
ber, there will be a monthly meeting,and even-
ing meal for all preachers and their wives at the
Dinner Bell in Thayer, Missouri. Time 6 : 30p.
m. For more information write P,O, Box 184,

Mammoth Spring, Arkansas

Why 7e 4

Why is it that a fellow can stand 100-degree
weather at a sproting event, but a little pers -
piration in church is too much for him?

Why is it that a fellow can't leave sick rela -
tives on Sunday fo attend church, but can leave
them on Monday to go back to work ?

Why is it that the fellow who refuses to disci-
pline himself will expect perfection in others?

Why is it that the fellow who comes in fifteen
minutes Late will insist on gefting out on time?

Why is it that the pecple who know the least
about the Bible feel they know the most about
what should be done and preached in the church

Why is it that some expect to understand the
Bible without studying it?
-Selected



Living The Way
We Pray

| knelt to pray when day was done
And prayed, "O Lord bless everyone;
Lift from saddened hearts the pain
And let the sick be well again . "

And then | woke another day,
And carelessly went on my way,
The whole day long | did not try

To wipe a tear from any eye,

| didn't try to share the load
Of any brother along the road;
| didn't even go to see
The sick man just next door to me,

When once again, the day was done,
| prayed, "O Lord bless everyone, "
But as | prayed, into my ear

Came a voice that whispered clear,
“Pause, hypocrite, before you pray,
Whom have you tried to bless today ?
God's sweetest blessings always go
By hands that serve Him here below "

And then | hid my face and cried,
“Forgive me, God, for [ have lied.

Let me live but another day,
And [ will live the way 1 pray."
-Selected --

The Great Luestion

BY JAMES E. HENLEY

In A.D. 33 on the day of Penecost there was a
small group of men in an upper room in Jerusa-
lem. They were waiting for the promise of the
Father the Holy Spirit fo come, Luke 24 - 49
which was to guide them into all truth. John 16:
13.

In Acts chapter two we see this promise being
fulfitled, as these men were filled with the Holy

Ghost and began to speak as the spirit gave them
utterance. Peter standing up with the eleven lif-
ted up his voice and reminded the people of the
prophesy of Joel and of the words of David con-
cerning Jesus of Nazereth. Acts 2: Then in verse
36 he tells them that God has made this same
Jesus both Lord and King, they then realiz e
that he truly was the Savior of the world and
said unto Peter and the other Apostles "Men ard
Brethren what shall we do?" Notice that these
people already believed, if not they would not
have asked how to obey. Since they were al -
ready believers Peter told them to repent andbe
baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of Sins. Acts 2 : 38

When the people were told what to do they
did it gladly. Acts 2 : 41, Then they that glad-
ly received his words were baptized and the
same day there were added unte them about three
thousand souls. As we search our Bibles we con-
tinue to here believers told to repent and be bap-
tized for the remission of their sins. So as we
look to God's word for the answer to the Great
Question of How to become a Christian? ?We
find Faith Heb. 11 : 6 Repentance Acts 2 :38
Confession Acts 8 : 37 Baptism for the remission
of our sins Acts 2 : 38. Then the Lord will add
us to the Church. Acts 2 ;: 47,

Yews

Plans are now being made to start an areawide
youth meeting each month, for more details
write P. O. Box 184, Mammoth Spring,Arkansas.
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