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The Church Is Making
Progress In ltaly

During the past ten years there has
been an effort put forth to establish the
New Testament church in the nation of
lialy. Slow but steady progress has been
made in this effort. Taiere are now
thirty-six congregations, with twenty-
five native preachers working full time
and five more self-supported natives
preaching. Sizes of congregations run
f om (wenty to seveniy-three. There are
at present fourteen American preachers
i1 Italy. One of them is Hillard Story
who is a Fulton County boy. Several
conZregalions in this county are send-
ing support to enable him to work in
Italy. Persecution by the Roman Catho-
lics has been severe. Despite this the
outlook for this work is very bright.

Contributions
Acknowledged

Mr. and Mrs. Will Geib, Rt. 3,

Mammoth Spring, Ark. $3.00
Mr. R. W. McGuire, Thayer, Mo. . 1.00
Church of Christ, Viola, Ark. " 5.00

Church of Christ, Wheeling, Ark. 10.00
Church of Christ, Morriston, Ark. 5.00

Charch of Christ, Welcome Hill 5.00
Mr. and Mrs. Doris Weaver,
Winona, Mo. 1.00

Sis. Johnson, Mamoth Spring, Ark. 1.00
Ulman Nix, Hardy, Ark. 1.00
We have learned during the past
month that part of our support in pub-
Wlishing the paper has been discontinued.
It amounted to ten dollars a month. As
you know our contributions have run
about even with expenses. To continue
doing a good job in the future will
make it necessary to replace this in-
come. We firmly believe that, as you

A Worthy Cause

Bro. Marvin Tyner, an elder of the
Agnos congregation, is adopting a Ko-
rean orphan. He already has one child
that was adopted some time back. The
little fellow is doing fine, and very
happy in his new home. Bro. Tyner is
doing everytuing in his power to visit
“the fatherless”. He needs help with the
transportation cost. The expense of
bringing the child here will amount to
approximately $550.00.. It will take
$450.00 to get tne child to the West
coast. He is able to care for the child
after it gets here. It will have a home,
love, an education, and other benefits
that a normal child can expect. Any
one else interestered in adopting a Ko-
rean child can obtain furtner informa-
tion by contacting: Holt Adoption Pro-
gram, P. O. Box 95, Creswell, Oregon.
Bro. Tyner informs us that at last ac-
count they had 35 infant girls. He, also,
would be glad to give any information
that he has. His address is: Marvin Ty-
ner, Agnos, Ark.

have in the past, you will rally to help
in this cause. We cannot help but com-
mend you for your past interest in tak-
ing the gospel to others through this
medium. And pray that you will remem-
ber us in your prayers, that the work
may be even niore efective in the future.

NEWS ITEMS

Bro. Bob Hilburn preached for the
church at Liberty, five miles N, E. of
Hardy, the second Saturday in Feb.—
Bro. Clovis Ragsdale preached for Mam-
moth Spring congregation the second
Sunday during the absence of Bro. Hyl-
ton—Bro. Hylion was at Agnos the
second Thursday night.

Mammoth Spring
Lectureship

The lectureship at Mammoth Spring
was well attended last year. Much in-
terest was shown. This year they are
looking forward to another fine pro-
gram. The speakers will be bringing
lessons of lasting value. The theme of
the Lectureship will be: Problems Fac-
ing The Church. Speaker will include:
Bennett Land, Monday night, March 14,
The Problem of Worldliness In The
Church. Bro. Land is from Jonesboro,
Ark; G. W. Allison, Pocahontas, Ark.
Tuesday March 15, The Problem of
Church Discipline; Jim Allen, Searcy,
Ark. Wednesday night March 16, The
Problem of Attendance; Bill Williams,
Doniphan, Mo. Thursday night March
17, The Problem of Singing With The
Spirit and the Understanding; Levern
Stewart, West Plains, Mo. Friday night
March 18, The Problem of Caring For
The Needy; Henry Casey, Mountain
View, Mo. Saturday night March 19,
The Problem of Financing the Church.
Services will be at 7:30 each evening.

News ltems
MEETING AT WELCOME HILL

Welcome Hill congregation is located
four miles West of Mammoth Spring,
Ark., on highway number nine., Bro.
Harbert D. Hooker, of Poplar Bluff, Mo.
will be the speaker during May 30—
June 6. Everyone is invited. Bring a
friend with you.

Now would be a good time to let us
know about your meeting that is com-
ing up. Send us the date, speaker, nte.
and we will print it in the coming edi-
tions.
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And Who Is
L]

My Neighbor?
Wesley Hylton

In religious conversations and dis-
cussions the above question frequently
arises. The question is found in Lk
10:29. In that chapter Jesus tells the
story of the Good Samaritan. He was
a neighbor to the man wao fell among
thieves and was wonded. Jesus told
the lawyer, “Go, and do thou likewise.”
In other words, he was to use every
opportunity to help someone in distress.

Webster defines the term thus: “IL
A person who lives near another. 2.
A person or thing near another. 3. A
fellowman.” Before going on with our
analysis of the definition, perhaps it
would be wise to consider the circum-
stances that provoked the gquestion. A
certain lawyer had ask Christ, “Master,
what shall T do to inherit eternal life?”
Jesus replied by saying, “What is writ-
ten in the Law? How readest thou?”
The lawyer then pointed out that we
must love God with all of our heart,
goul, strengih, and mind; and, “thy
neighbor as thyself.” Jesus said. “This
do, and thou shalt.

The lawyer then sought to justify
himself by asking the question under
- consideration. Mait. 10:25, 37.

The following statement is from Adam
Clark’s commentary, Matt. 10:29. “Will-
ing to justify himself”. Wishing to make
it appear that he is a righteous man,
and that consequently he was in the
straight road to the kingdom of God,
said, Who is my neighbor? Supposing
our Lord would have at once answer-
ed, “Every Jew is to be considered as

sueci, and t.e Jews only.” Now as he
imagined he had never been deficient
i1 his conduct to any person of his
own nation, he thought he had amply
fulfilled the law. This is the sense in
which Jews understood tne word neigh-
bor, as may be seen from Lev. 29:15,
18. But our Lord shows here, that the
acts of kindness which a man is bound
to perform to any person, of whatsoever
nation, religion, or kindred, wuaom he
finds in nesessity.” Clark continues by
pointing out that anyone near, and in
disiress, is an object of our compassion;
as we would be at the mercy of others
under altered circumstances. This sim-
plifies the definition. Anyone near
that needs our help is a neighbor.

Many think of a neighbor as some-
one near that is known. That is correct.
However, we do not have to be per-
sonally acquainted with a person to be
his neighbor, in the Bible sense. From
Mr. Clark’s comments, it is obvious
tnat the Jews only considered other
Jews as neighbors. This is born out in
the original meaning of the word from
the original translation. The Jews look-
ed upon the Samaritans with contempt.
It is doubtful if they would have exert-
ed much effort to be neighborly with
Samaritans. Still, Jesus taught that all
men, near, known or unknown, need-
ing assistance, were to be considered as
neighbors.

Another point to be considered is
the fact that the neighbor must be lov-
ed as ourselves. Only in that way may
we approach divine expectations. This
is hard for many to see. It isn't diffi-
cult to love self! But how to love some-
one you don't know is the problem.
This cannot be accomplished if love for
God is not firmly implanted in the
human heart. A selfish person will
never be a good neighbor. He isn’t in-
terested in those he is acquainted with,
much less someone he doesn’'t know.
Love for God leads to love for fellow-
man, those created in His own image.
A heart flowing with love comes from
a complete surrender to and trust in
the promises of God. A wholeheartedly
giving up of trust in self, and worldly
things. It is a surrender that sweeps
away all fears and doubts. This love
is based on gratitude. “He first loved
vs.” With the complete realization of
what He has done for us comes over-
whelming gratitude. Such miserable

wretches we, and yet, He died lo. ...
To the sin-sick and weary he stili piedus,
“Come.” He is willing to save, even to
the uttermost. We cannot help but res-
pond to such love. Since He loved us
to that extent, the very least we can
do is love our fellowman.

Never should the attitude be adopl-
ed that we cannot help someone if ne
isn’t a member of the church. Whoever
needs our help, regardless of his color,
creed, or political position, should
cheerfully receive it. We are taught to
be hospitable; to entertain strangers.
In so doing, we may entertain angels.
Who knows but what the beggar that
comes our way is an agent of God, sent
to test us in this respect. He may not
know it. May care even less, but then,
who ‘can fathom the mind of God? Who
can understand the countless ways in
which He tries us. All for the purpose
of preparing us for the everlasting king-
dom.

The good Samaritan didn’t stop to
determine whether the man he helped
was a child of God or not. Here was
a man that desperately needed help.
Two Jews had already refused to come
to his aid. The good Samaritan didn’t
question himself as to the man being
unworthy of help. He didn’t say, “The
man is no good, the world would be
better off without him.” He was touch-
ed by the man’s need. and acting on
that principle did what he could. The
Lord has taught us to do likewise. We
need more people today who can be
touched by the needs of others. “The
qguality of mercy is not strained,” is
all too true. Compassion is a trait that
all should develop.

“It’s_alright for us to help someone
as an individual, but the church can’t
help anyone unless he is a member,” This
idea is expressed by many. Where does
the Bible make a statement that would
correspond to that idea. Plainly it
doesn’t. The idea is absurd. This is
identical to the Jewish idea; that only
Jews were neighbors. Every human be-
ing is part of God's creation, and is
due just consideration. The Lord’s in-
vitation is to all. When Jesus helped
some one, He didn’t base that help on
the nationality, or religious beliefs, of
the person assisted.

Matt. 8:5, 13 records the incident of
Jesus healing the centurion’s servant.
The centurion was certainly not a Jew.



<oms may argue that Lis servant was
4 Jew. But the Bible is silent on that
point. Besides, the healing of the ser-
vant was based on the faith of the
centurion. Anotaer incident is found
in Mark 7:28, 30. There we learn that
Jesus healed a woman’s daughter. The
Revised Version tells us that woman
was a Greek, Hence, not a Jew, and
seeming not eligible to be helped by
{he Lord. Nevertheless, her faith pre-
vailed, and she received what she ask.
There are other incidents, but these
should be sufficient for any discerning
person. As Jesus told the lawyer, “Go
and do thou likewise.”

I Jesus was willing to help others
than Jews, than we cannot follow His
example if we confine our assistance
to church members only. In Gal. chap-
ter two, Paul refers to the time ke and
Barnabas went to Jerusalem concern-
ing the question of circumecision. In
the tenth verse he states, “Only they
would have.us remember the poor, which
very thing 1 was eager to do.” Paul
received the blessing of all present in
Jerusalem for his work with the Gen-
tiles. He was urged to remember the
poor. To state that they meant ‘“poor
saints only” is to add to God’s word.
Paul was to remember all the poor.
This would include anyone that fall into
that category, whether he be member
of the church or not. How can you
teach the principles of Christ, and urge
men to come out of the world, Satan’s
kingdom, and at the same time ignore
someone in distress just because he
doesn’t happn to be a member?

The Christian life is a life of service,
however, if we should judge by the lives
of some professing members, that ser-
vice is very limited! The Christian life
is not infended to a “heaven on earth”
experience; in which we recline on beds
of ease and luxury, having the pleasant
things of life handed to us on a silver
tray. It is a life of denial (of sell), of
service to God, of sacrifice, and devol-
ion. Only those who have a sincere love
for God and His righteousness are will-
ing to make the effort. ARE YOu?

A boy should learn right from. :wrong
at his: mother’s- knee—or across his
father’s.—E. A. Chaffee.
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fwo Nien in Chario

A Chariot

Ciluvis Kagsaaie

In tae elgutn Cnaprer Of Acts we
fave @4 report of tae st mndwviaual to
pelcolle 4 Larisuan arer we cauacn gaa
peen estapusued. un  FPentecost and
ugerealter  we  Kuow  luwat  lteraily
nousands became opedient to tne gos-
pei, bul Lhe Linloplan eunucn was tue
ficst tnat we nave record of wuo Was
singled oul and the detalls of how he
was convervea and tue tmngs tnat were
carried outl 11 his conversion are Written
Gown ln 4 way wuere tnere can be no
misunderstanding.

1.4t ne was a Godly man is evident
from the very first. He served tne
wuaeen ot kunlopla as oae who had
cuurge over ail ner treasure. We can
conciude tuat he was a man of strong

* ¢haracter to meet the regurements or

so responsible a position. Furthermore,
ne was very devout as is shown in his
going to Jerusalem to worship. He was
probably a prostiyte to the Jewish faith,
although it could have been possible
that he was a Jew by birth who had be-
come in some way a citizen of the
country he served. But as he was re-
urnmng from Jerusalem he was sitling
in his chariot and studying the Old
'Westament scriptures when the gospel
preacher joined himself to the chariot.

One of the things we admire most
about this eunuch was the fact he was
willing to listen to some one discuss
the scriptures. So many today will not
let anyone siudy with them on Biblical
subjects. They close their minds to a
full investigation of the Bible. Had this
man been like many today he would
have told Paillip to explain to him the
meaning of the scripture he was study-
ing which was the fifty-third chapter
of Isaiah. Here the prophet was speak-
ing of the Christ and we are told that
the pracher began at this point and
preached unto him Jesus. What does
it mean to preach Jesus? In verse thirtv-
six through thirty-nine we can find out.
“And as they went on their way, ihey
came unto a certain water; and the
eunuch said, “See, here is water; what
doeth hinder me to be baptized?” We
can see that teaching Jesus produced
faith else he would not have demanded
baptism. It produced repentance, for he
was willing to become a Christian, thus
changing from the way he had been

worshipping. Repentance always calls
far a change. In verse thirty-seven he
was willing to confess that Jesus Christ
was the Son of God. Then in verse
thirty-eight we are told of the two going
down into the water and that Phillip
baptized him. All of this as the result
of teaching Jesus unto him. The mode
of baptism is very evident. Had it been
a sprinkling service they would have
gone to the water instead of into the
water as the Bible plainly states. Also,
they came up out of the water proving
peyond a shadow of doubt that emersion
in water was the mode of baptism. Verse
thirty-nine tells us that each went their
separate ways. The eunuch went on his
way rejoicing. Every truly converted
person should have a feeling of rejoic-
ing when he has rendered obedience
to the gospel and has come forth from
the watery grave of baptism. He has
something to rejoice over. His sins have
all been forgiven. He has been born
into God’s family. He has begun the
greatest life of all, the Christian life.
Te has the hope of Heaven after this
Tife is over. It can be a sure and stead-
fast anchor for our soul. Heb. 6:19. If
we had no other accounts of a conver-
sion in all the Bible this one would be
sufficient. Have you done all that this
man did, if not then consider very ser-
jously that you may have failed to do.

Letting the grass grow under your
feet just means MOWER trouble.

The first two letters of DONE are DO.
A chip on the shoulder indicates
there is wood higher. up.

Frindliness is becoming, both morn:
ing, noon, and night, and in youth, ma-
turity, and old age.

“An old philosopher said that the
fact that a man has two ears and only
one tongue should teach us to be more
cager to hear than to speak. This is in
harmony with the language of James
who said: “Let every man be swift to
hear, slow to speak.”” Blessed is the
men who has cultivated the fine art of
being silent.”

“Because of the inordinant desire to
do all the talking many.----ﬁave missed
hearing much needful information.
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”DeudWood” In
The Church

Many who "in times past were bap-
tized into Christ have since forsaken
Him, and are walking in the ways of sin
and death. They seem absolutely im-
pervious to their awful danger. Some
even boast that old Brother Jones bap-
tized them in Turkey Creek twenty-five
years ago, manifesting an air of com-
plete confidence that this will assure
them of an abundant entrance into the
eternal kingdom. They forsake the as-
semblies, fulfill the lusts of the flesh.
refuse to contribute to the work of the
church, and sometimes even fill the air
with loud profanity—but vociferously
claim to be members of the church!
They can quote Mark 16:16 and Acts
2:38 and wax fluent in arguing with sec-
tarians in the market places, but non-
Christians who know their vain manner
of life curl their lips in scorn as they
listen. They  are noft deceived by the
multitude of words gushing from the
mouths of those impervious hypocrites.
They know that such have a name that
they are alive, but actually are spirit-
ually dead (Rev. 3:1). The Lord knows it,
too. “He that saith he abideth in him
ought himself to walk even as he walk-
ed.” (1 Jno. 2:5, 6).

The church today is greviously ham-
pered by such “deadwood,” so-called
“members” who have long since choked
to death in their patch of thorns. Some
of them were only half-converted, others
were converted to the eloguence and
personality of a preacher rather than to
the Lord and still others have succumb-
ed to the ever-tormenting pressure and
alluring pleasures of this world. They
gamble, drink, inhabit places of quest-
ionable repute, and use a cultivated
brand of profanity without batting an
eye. Their influence endangers the
the church in much the same manner
a badly gangrened limb endangers the
whole body.

Other members are not so bad moral-
Iy, but are so lukewarm and lethargic
in their manner of life that neither the
Lord nor the church can depend upon
them. They are “deadwood” that must
be dragged along by the faithful. The
church should withdraw fellowship from
its “deadwood” like a healthy tree rids

itself of its dead branches, and at leasL
let the world know that God’s people
do not sanction such wunholy living.
When a dead limb on a tree falls to the
ground it is not the limb quitting the
tree, it is the tree quitting he limb.
“Deadwood” members of he church are
of no more use to the Lord than a
burned-out light bulb in a lamp.

How about you, neighbor? Are you
“gathering” with the Lord, or “scatter-
ing” abroad? (Matt. 12:30).

—Wendell Needham
—Church of Christ Reminder

jesus Is the Son of God

“This is my beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased; hear ye him” (Mat-
thew 17:3).

1. Paul said Jesus is the Son of God.
“God sent forth his Son, made of wo-
man, make under the law” (Gal. 4:4).

2. Mark said Jesus is the Son of God.
“The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God.” (Mark 1:1)

3. Peter said Jesus is the son of God.
“And Simon Peter answered and said,
Thou art the Christ, the Son of the liv-
ing God.” (Matt. 16:16).

4, The angel Gabriel said Jesus is the
Son of God. “ ... that holy thing
which shall be born of thee shall be
called the Son of God” (Lk. 1:35).

5. Enemies of Jesus said He is the
Son of God. The centurion said, “ . . .
truly this man was the Son of God” (Mk.
15:39).

6. The devils themselves said Jesus
is the Son of God. * . . . What have we
to do with thee, Jesus, thou son of God?”
(Matt. 8:29).

7. The Father said Jesus is His Son.
“And lo a voice from heaven, saying,
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased.” (Matt. 3:17)

Jesus was not mere man. Being the
son of a virgin (Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:23).
He was human and being the Son of
God (Gal. 4:4), He was dvine since He
is the Son of God He is not AN au-
thority. He is THE authority in reli-
gious matters. God speaks THROUGH
Him (Heb. 1:1, 2). The Word of Christ
came from the Father.

Therefore he who rejects the Word
of Christ rejects God. He who wants
an “I think this or that” rather than
what Jesus said rejects God’s Word.

He who places the opinions or decrees
of any man or group of men of today
above the unchangable Word of Chri.L
rejects the Word of God. Man can be
saved through a knowledge of what
Jesus said and an obedience to His Word.

Three Wishes

I wish I had a telescope
To scan the starry skies;

But since I have no telescope
I'm glad I have two eyes.

I wish I had a kitchen run
By push-button commands;

But while the kitchen’s still a dream,
T'm glad I have two hands.

1 wish I had a super car
To give my friends a treat;

But till that new cars comes along,
I'm glad I have two feet.

Two eyes to look to God above,
Two hands to clasp in prayer,

Two feet to carry me to church—
Why, 'm a millionaire!

—Church of Christ Reminder

NEW ITEMS

Brother Clovis Ragsdale preached at
Viola on the fifth Sunday and Sunday
night.

Viola will have two meetings this
yvear. Brother Burl Curtis and Brother
Elder will do the preaching.

Please send the dates and who will
hold your meeting in to the paper so
it can be published.

A young man wrote a love letter to
his girl friend: “There is nothing I
would not do to reach your side. I
would eclimb the highest mountain; I
would cross the burning desert; I would
swim the widest ocean—just to be near
you, darling.” As an after-thought, he
added: “Sweetheart, I will see you this
Saturday night if it doesn’t rain.”

A similar story might be told of sun-
shine. Sunday church-goers. They will
meet the Lord at the right time IF they
don’t have company, IF they don't feel
tired, IF they don’t have something else
planned or IF it doesn’t rain or snow!

Where will you be this Lord’s Day at
the appointed time of meeting with your
Redeemer??

It isn’t the hours you put in, but
what you put in the hours that counts.



