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What Must A Person Do To Be Forgiven
From Past Sins And Become A Christian?
1. HE MUST BELIEVE IN CHRIST AS
REVEALED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

A. Without faith one cannot please
God, Heb. 11:6

B. This faith comes by hearing the
word of God, Rom. 10:17

C. Faith without works is dead, James
2:24,26

D. Faith must work by love, Gal. 5:6
E . L o v e i s k e e p i n g G o d ' s

commandments, 1 John 5:3
F. This faith, which comes by hearing

the word of God leads one to work
righteousness (Acts 10:34-35), motivated
by love in keeping the commands of the
Lord which means that one must OBEY
Christ to be saved, Heb. 5:8-9

2. HE MUST REPENT OF EVERY SIN,
SORRY FOR SIN AND TURN FROM IT

A. Jesus said that one must either
repent or perish, Luke 13:3, 5

B. Peter commanded those in Acts 2
to repent, Acts 2:38

C. Paul said that God commanded all
men to repent, Acts 17:30

D. Godly sorrow is NOT repentance,
but godly sorrow worketh repentance, 2
Cor. 7:10

3. HE MUST CONFESS JESUS WITH
THE MOUTH BEFORE MEN

A. Jesus said that if a person would
confess him before men, then He would
confess such a one before his Father in
heaven, Matt. 10:32

B. Jesus also said that if a person
would not confess him before men, then
He would not confess such a one before
his Father in heaven, Matt. 10:33

C. This confession is to be made with
the mouth, Romans 10:9-10

D. The Bible example in Acts 8; 37,
confirms this method of confession.

4. HE MUST BE BURIED IN WATER,
OR BAPTIZED

A. Scriptural baptism is a burial,
Romans 6:3-4

B. One must go into the water, be
baptized, then come up out of the water,
Acts 6:36-39

C. Water is the element in which one is
to be baptized, Acts 10:47-48

D. It takes much water to baptize a
person, John 3:23

5. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS
BIBLE BAPTISM?

A. It is for the remission of one's past
sins, Acts 2:38

B. It is to save one, 1 Pet. 3:21
C. It makes one God's child, Gal.

3:26-27
D. It puts one into Christ, Rom. 6:3-4

(NOTE: If one is God's child then he is
an heir of God's blessings and joint heir
with Christ, Rom. 8:16-17. If a person
dies in Christ he will be saved (Rev.
14:13) and the ONLY way to get INTO
Christ is through baptism! All spiritual
blessings are in Christ, Eph. 1:3)

E. It washes away sins, Acts 22:16
F. Those who believe and are baptized

shall be saved, Mark 16:15-16
G. Those who were baptized in Acts 2

were added to the Lord's church, Acts
2:41,47

H. Jesus commanded baptism, Matt.
28:19-20

I. Peter commanded baptism, Acts
10:47-48

J. It puts one into the Lord's death,
Rom. 6:3-4 (NOTE: Christ's blood is
what saves the sinner (1 Pet. 1:18-19) and
His blood was shed in His death, (John
19:34) so the ONLY way one can get
"into His death" is through baptism.

The Bible teaches the same thing
concerning salvation that the apostles
taught more than nineteen hundred years
ago. Men have written hundreds of creeds
that are different from the Bible and
millions are following those creeds which
Jesus said constitute "VAIN WORSHIP",
Matt 15:7-9. So as you read this you
need to remember, that it is not what you
think, or have been taught, BUT WHAT
GOD REQUIRES IS WHAT WILL
DETERMINE WHERE YOU SPEND
ETERNITY, DON'T YOU THINK YOU
HAD BETTER CHECK WITH GOD
TODAY?

Glynn B. Purdy

TOGETHERNESS
What made the early church click?

How did they turn a world upside down?
Was it money, education, prestige or
political power? The answer is simple —
they possessed the priceless ingredient of
togetherness!

That explosive band of first-century
Christians not only abode in the doctrine
of Christ (Acts 2:42), but they pulsated
as one heart and one soul (Acts 4:32).
They truly, as comrades in arms, had a
genuine affinity to one another. They not
only spoke where the scriptures spoke,
but they loved as Jesus loved.

Many congregations of the Lord's
people today meet together under the
same roof; worship the same Lord;
partake of the same weekly communion;
attend the same Bible class; and go out
together on the same Monday night
visitation team — but have never caught
the same spirit of oneness that ignited the
apostolic church.

The apostle Paul pleads for the proper
fuel to fire the evangelistic, benevolent
and educational programs when he
penned, " . . . that ye stand fast in one
spirit, with one mind striving together for
the faith of the gospel (Phil. 1:27). The
spirit of the group spells the difference
between mediocrity of congregational life
and l ight-house l iv ing! (Matthew
5:14-16).

The real truth is that few churches are
striving to build a dynamic fellowship. That
intengible quality of cohesiveness is sadly
lacking in most bands of disciples. We
may abide in the doctrine of Christ — as
we must, and attempt to oil a militant
program — as we should; but unless we
possess that oneness of mind and spirit,
we will be drilling in a dry hole. We must
learn to love one another or we will never
fulfill God's purposes on earth. It is
simple — love or perish!

Why shouldn't we be closer in Christ
than flesh and blood? God is the Father
of us all (Ephesians 4:6); Jesus Christ is
our elder brother (Hebrews 2:11); we all
eat the same loaf at the same table (1
Corinthians 10:17); we share a common
grace (Ephesians 1:7); we are wedded to
the same Saviour (Jude 3) and all
anticipate a mutual destiny (1 Peter 1:3).

Our natural response to Calvary should
be a warm response to fellow freemen.
The commonality of our new found
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