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Will the “real” Church of Christ please stand up!

There used to be a fairly popular
program on the television in recent years
that caught the attention of many. On
this particular program, if you’ll recall,
three participants were each asked to
assume the role of one certain individual.
Standing before a panel, a concise biblio-
graphy was given of this “one” individual.
Then each of the “three” would claim to
be this person. A period of questioning
was provided so that perhaps the panel
could in fact decide upon the *real”
person, and eliminate the other two im-
posters. Some very revealing and signifi-
cant questions were asked of the three to
aid the panel in making a correct decision.
Finally, after the allotted time period,
the moderator would simply ask, “Will
the real , please stand up!”.
At that time the real person in question
would identify themself. I believe the
program we are talking about was called
“To Tell the Truth.”

Perhaps there is a.lesson that can be
learned from ihis program when apply-
ing these same ideas to the church that
our Lord built. (Matt. 16:18).

As a person takes a look at the congre-
gations of the Church of Christ all across
this nation in which we live, it is easy to
see that there is an ocean of souls that are
often driven by the winds of various doc-
trines. There are even congregations
which have completely forsaken the Word
of God, and then have the audacily to
plead immunity from criticism because
they wear the name “Church of Christ™.
Then one notices that there are also con-
gregations which stand  firm on such
matters as the plan of salvation, they
worship according to the Word, and they
even go to the extent of contending for
the faith within themselves; bhut they
refuse to separate themselves [rom those
congregations which do not teach correct-
ly on matters of salvation or worship.
Then we could observe that there are
congregations that are over-reacting and
go off the strait and narrow way in the

by Mike Pace

opposite direction. Those congregations
often differ with the others in matters
such as support of children’s homes,
support of a local preacher, to have or
not to have Bible classes, etc.

Then in the midst of all this confusion,
there are a few that hold to the simple
Word of God, not making it foggy, not
cluttering it with dogmatic opinions, or
rationalizing it away into oblivion. These

“true”” congregations of the Church of
Christ do not fear in making a distinc-
tion between the church that Jesus died
for (Eph. 5:25), and the “false” Churches
of Christ. For it involves more than just
wearing the name “Church of Christ”
that makes one synonomous with the
church of the New Testament. One can
call himself a “doctor”, but unless he
conducts himself as a doctor and does the

continued on page 2

Is there Hope or Security?

By Terry Frizzell

In the case of Peter, he said of himself
and those living the same type of life,
“But we believe that through the grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved,
even as they.” {Acts 15:11.) Peter had
heen personally associated with Jesus. He
had been promised the “keys of the king-
dom™ (Matt. 16:19.), and had been
baptized in the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:1-4.)
He also had power to heal the sick, and to
raise the dead (Acts 3:9). Yet, even with
all this what was the proot of his salva-
tion? Peter says it is faith in the Lord’s
promise! (Acts 15:11.)

It is not God’s desire that man be lost,
but that he might be saved. This is why
God gave His Son! Why would God give
His Son and promise cteraal life if there is
no hope or securily for man? Look if you
will at Hebrews 6:13-15. God made a
promise to Abrabam, and God kept His
promise! God's promise to His saints (of
eternal life), and His oath backing the
promise, are immutable (unchangeable).
{Hebrews 6:18.)

The promise of cternal life is avail-
able to those who are “in Christ™. (*“And
this is the record, thal God hath given to
us erernal life, and this life is in His Son. "
I John 5:11). However, this is fhe pro-
mise, and where that promise is made,
now where is the security? Peter, says

that the security “in Christ” is in moving
our {ife in the right direction and know-
ing that in doing so we move closer to
God. He stated for those “in Christ” that
they can have security by (1 Peter 1:5-7)
“adding to faith virtue, to virtue,
knowledge, to knowledge, temperance
{(self control), to temperance, patience,
to patience, godliness, to godliness,
brotherly kindness, to brotherly kindness,
charity.” Then in verse 10, he concludes
by stating, “ . . . give diligence to make
your calling and election sure: for if ye
do these things, ve shall never fall.™ All
of these are practical, men can do them,
they can be a part of every life. Doing
them, making them a part of a person’s
life assures an entrance into eternal life.
If one does these things it is not a matter
of, “Can he be saved?” but “Can he be
lost?™.

When we do not allow sin to control
our life and allow Christ through His
Word to do so, then we have hope and
security., Then, even considering we are
human and sinful, “if any man sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous: And He is the pro-
pitiation for our sins:” (I John 2:1.2),

There is no hope or security by fol-
towing the sin in this world, but there is
hope and security by abiding “in Christ ™"
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WILL THE REAL CHURCH OF
CHRIST PLEASE STAND UP

{continued from page 1)

things that 2 doctor must do, he is a
“doctar” m name atone. The same is true
with the church. Unless we practice the
things that the church of the New Testa-
ment did, and unless we lollow explicitly
the pattern for the church that the Lord
gave us. we then are the “Church of
Christ™ in name only. The name we wear
is special because it was prophesied of
old, (Isaiaxh 62:2). that the Lord’s people
would wear a new name. And then Acts
4:12 reminds that there is only “‘one”™
name by which we can be saved. That
new name denotes a manner of life, and
not a title only. Those that truly wear the
name of Christ, five and conducl them-
selves upon Jesus Christ in all matiess.
(Ephesians 2:20.)

It is significant to notice that God's
people, the church. is made up of some
very special people according to 1 Peter
2:9. We arc specizl because we wear
Christ’s name, and we are special because
He died for us. (Romans 5:8)) God's
people truly are a people for God’s own
possession according to Titus 2:14. How-
ever, take heed, the warning is sounded,
“ye that think that ve stand, lest ye fall”
(I Cor. 10:12). The Jews of Jesus’ day
thought because they were called the
children of Israel, God’s people, and the
children of God, this would cover a multi-
tude of their sins. However, nothing
could have been further from the truth,
as God expected a faithful way of life as
well as wearing the appropriate name,
Likewise, wearing the name “Christian™
w “Church of Chost”™ today cannot
:amoutluge a person’s true identity. lt isa
shame for any to use the name of Christ
o cover a rejection of God’s Word, or to
onceal one’s religious idiosyncrasies, Just
15 Romans 2:17-29 teaches that a true
lew was not the one who had been only

The 144,000 and the

By Bobby Bates

In Revelation chapters 7 and 14 we read
about the 144,000 and the Great Muifi-
tude. The Jehovah’s Witnesses have taken
these passages and have built an entire
doctrine around them. They teach that
the 144,000 are those who will inherit
leaven and the Great Multitude are those
who will inherit the earth. The 144,000
are spirit beings who will have sacrificed
the right to live upon the earth. The
Great Multitude will be living upon a re-
generated earth in perfect human bodies.

The main thing wrong with this doc-
{rine is that it is not taught in the Bible.
It is falacious to take a figurative passage
and build a doctrine around if that is not
taught in plain language elsewhere in the
Bihle.

In an efforl to justify their two-party
system, they guote John 10:16 “Other
sheep I have, which are not of this fold . .
. .7 They quote Jesus as saying he has two
folds. But that is not what the Lord said.
He said lte had “other sheep.” That is not
the same as saying he has another fold. It
is evident Jesus is talking to Jews, who
were ofien alluded to as God’s fold,
about Gentiles. But this passage does not
help Jehovah’s Witnesses because the
latter part of the verse says, “and they
shall become ONE flock . . .” This com-
pletely annihilates their two-class syslem.

Furthermore, Ephesians 2:15-16 tells
us that Jesus has reconciled both Jew and
Gentile into ONE body. Ephesians 4:4
mforms us there is only one body. Eph.
1:22-23 identifies the body as the church.
In Romans 12:5 Paul says, “‘we, who are

Great Multitude

many, are ONE body in Christ.” Then he
tells us ix 1 Corinthians 12:13 that we
enter the one body through baptism. The
two-class system is simply not taught in
the Bible.

If there are iwo classes, there are two
hopes, two faiths, and two bodies. We
have alrecady seen that there is but one
body, and Ephesians 4:4-5 shows that
there is only one hope and one faith.

it is important to note that Revelation
7 is describing two different ACTIONS
and not two different groups. In verse 4
John said he “heard the number of them
that were sealed, 2 hundred and forty and
four thousand.” He did not SEE them; he
only HEARD the number called out.
Then in verse 9 he saw a great multitude,
which no man could number. First of all
John HEARD the number of the group,
and then he SAW them. H was the SAME
group.

The number [44,000 is the multipie
of the square of twelve (the symbol of
organized religion} and the square of ten
{completeness). Thus, the number 144 -
000 represents all of the saved.

Notice that both the 144,000 and the
Great Multitude are described as being
before the throne of God. In Revelation
7:15 the Great Multitude are “before the
throne of God; and they serve him day
and night in his temple.” In Revelation
14:3 the 144,000 “sing as it were a new
song before the throne.” The Jehovah’s
Witnesses attempt io get around this
dilemma by saying that the Great Multi-

tude is indeed before the throne, but
continued on page 4

circumeised in the flesh and demonstrat-
ing an outward appearance, but was one
that was mwardly circumcised of the
heart. And so it is with the true Chruch
of Christ.

So here then is our plea, “Will the real
Church of Christ please stand up!™
Identify yourself by fulfiiling your pur-
pose, by demonsiraling the proper atti-
tude of love, by diligently seeking unity,
and all this without compromising nor
rationalizing the {ruth.

“For we are laborers together with
God: ye gre God’s husbandry, ve are
Gad’s building. According to the grace of
God which is given unto me, as a wise

masterbuilder, [ have laid the foundation,
and another buildeth thereon. But lef
every man take heed how ke buildeth
thereupon. For other foundation can no
man lgy than that is loid, which is Jesus
Christ. Now If any man build upon this
foundation gold, silver, precious stones,
wood, hay, stubble; every man’s work
shall be made manifest: for the day shall
declare it, because it shall be revealed by
fire; and the fire shall try every man’s
work of what sort it is. If any man’s work
ghide which ke hath built thereupon, he
shall receive a reward. If any man’s work
shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but
he himself shall be saved; yet so as by
fire.” ) (1 Cor. 3:9-15)
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THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD

Today much is said about the provi-
dence of Ged. This expression is not
found as such in the Bible, however there
are numerocus expressions which teach us
about the providence of God. The word
providence is used only once in the Bible,
and though it is not used in reference to
God, its use helps us to understand its

meaning. In Acts 24:2 Paul is being-

accused by Tertullus before the governor
Felix. The record states, “And when he
was called forth, Tertullus began to
accuse him, saying, Seeing that by thee
we enjoy great quietness, and that very
worthy deeds are done unto this nation
by thy providence . . . ki seems evident
from this that providence means to
provide for, or to care for. Webster defines
providence as ““The act of providing, exer-
cising foresight, or preparng. Divine
guidance or care: also, an act or instance
of it

Through his providence, God provides
for all our needs. In James 1:17 the Bible
states, “Every good gift and every perfect
gift is from above, and cometh down
from the Father of lighis . . . This ex-
pression teaches us that every good bless-
ing that we need is supplied by our
heavenly Father. This is an expression of
God’s providential care for his people.
This is afso seen in Phil. 4:19 where Paul
said, “But my God shall supply all your
needs according to his riches in glory by
Jesus Christ.” And in 1 Tim. 6:17 Paul
said that God gives us richly afl things to
enjoy. Though these passages do not use
the word providence, they teach us that
God provides for all our needs. Our daily
existence depends upon the providential
care of God. In Acts 17:28 Paul said,
“For in him we live, and move, and have
our being . . .”

Though most of us would agree that
God provides for all our needs, there are
questions conceming how he does the
providing. Jesus taught his discipies to
pray, “Give us this day our daily bread.”
(Matt. 6:11.) And in the latter part of
this chapter he said, “Therefore I say
unto you, Take no thought for your life,
what ye shall eat, or whai ye shall drink;
nor yet for your body, what ve shall put
on. Is not the life more than meat, and
the body than rainment? . . . But seek ye
first the kingdom of God, and his right-
eousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you.” (Matt. 6:25,33) In
these words, Jesus teaches us that God

will provide for our physical needs. It is
through his providence that we have food
to eat, clothing to wear, and our shelter
from the heat and cold. But, how does
God provide these things? Can we expect
him to bring the food and place it on our
table for us? We know that God has
provided the elements in the soil that are
necessary for plants to grow. He has also
provided the sunshine and the rain, which
are also necessary. But, he does not plant
the seced in the soil for us. He does not
cultivate the soil for us, nor does he
harvest and cook the food for us. God
provides what we cannot provide. God
expects us fo work to provide our food.
In 2 Thess. 3:8,10 Paul said, “Neither did
we eat any man’s bread for nought; but
wrought with labour and travail night and
day, that we might not be chargeable to
any of you . . . For even when we were
with you, this we commanded you, that
if any would net work, neither should he
eat.” Now, does the fact that we have to
work in order to eat mean that God is not
providing our food? No, God has pro-
vided everything necessary for the food
to be produced, and even provides us
with the health and strength 1o work.

Too, through his providence, God has
made it possible for the lost to hear the
gospel. But, again, we have a part to carry
out before the gospel reaches the lost.
Through his providence God may help us
to be in the right place at the right time,
but it is by and through his people that
the gospel must be preached. Unless we
are willing to go and teach the lost, they
will not be saved. God doesn’t speak to

Watch for

By Harold Turmer

us audibiy and tell us to go to a certain
place to preach, but he may, in some
way, make it possible for us to be in the
right place to teach others, but we must
ever be looking for the opportunities to
teach, and be ever willing to teach before
we can be 2 part in carrying out God’s
plan in saving the lost. God will open the
doors of opportunities, but we must be
sceking them. God has ordained that the
lost be saved through our efforts to
preach the gospel (Mark 16: 15-16). This
15 an unchangeable law. God has provided
every thing necessary for the lost to be
saved, but he has planned that we have a
part in reaching and saving the lost.

Every blessing we enjoy has been pro-
vided by our Father. Every soul that has
been saved, has been saved by the provi-
dence of God.We may not always under-
stand how God works things out in pro-
viding for our needs, but we should
believe and be thankful that he does the
providing. What we need to realize is the
part we are responsible for fulfilling in
order for God to supply these needs. We
should be actively seeking ways to carry
out his will for us so that his blessing may
be enjoyed by others. If we pray for God
to bless those in need, we need to realize
that we are the instrumnents through which
he blesses them. If we pray for God to
save the lost, we need to realize that we
are the instruments through which this
can be accompiished, if we will teach the
gospel to them. We must never just sit
down and expect God to do everything
for us and others. He has provided and
still provides, but he has designed that we
have a part in receiving the blessings.

their Souls

By W.R. Smith

“The church is on the march™ where
the shepherds are watching their flock as
well as praying for them. The more scrut-
imizing and diligent they are the purer and
more effective the church will be. If the
watching is consistent and thorough the
number of delinguents will decline steadily
and decidedly. Strictness in administering
the divine plan of watching will cut 1o a
minimum the number of chronic trans-
gressors i the church. This will resuit
because:

(1) Bivine power (Romans 1:16)

apptied in the right way purifies.

(2) A forthright and consistent assault

on sin among the members serves

as a poten! warning to others
whose conduct might fall into the
pattern of the free and careless
ways of the world.

(3) Non-members who are potential

weaklings will consider the church
a very unhealthful place for their
type.

When the Holy Spirit had finished His
work with Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:
I-10) it had a sobering effect on saints
and sinners alike (verse 11). If there were
any liars thinking in terms of church
membership, they were either scared
away or were impressed with the need to

continued on page 4
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WATCH FOR THEIR SOULS

{continued from page 3}

put this practice aside. In either case, it
resulted in less “doctoring” to be admin-
istered by the shepherds. If there were
members of the church in Jerusalem who
were careless in speaking the truth, their
great fear resulting from what they had
seen and heard caused them either to
straighten up  crucify the flesh (Gal
5:24} - or to withdraw from the group
altogether. In either case il meant less
work for the leaders.

The church. then, that administers
faithfully God’s love chastening
(Heb. $2:6) will learn to their great sur-
prise and entire satisfaction that the
benelits extend much further than to the
chastencd. A little leaven leaveneth the
whole lump ™ (1 Cor. 53:6). For the leaders,
then. to proceed boldly and unhesitunt-
ingly to stamp out spiritual infections as
they arise is (o save the body from moral
rot, On the other hand, the spineless
leadership which had rather follow the
path of least resistance and maintain a
soul destroying peace is going to tum its
back asway from and refuse to deal sternly
with sin in the church. If this is the prac-
tice. and no doubt this “do nothing”
policy is the rule and not the cxception,

it is positively in defiance ol a plain dir-

ective from Heaven, {(Hebrews 12:6-11.}

To follow divine instructicns is to be
obedient and fruitful and to create con-
ditions by which others in the church
may also serve and be saved. In Ephesians
5:5 Paul states that no unclean person
nor ¢ovetous man hath any inheritance in
the kingdom of Christ and of God.
Church members who are thusly afflicted
are lost! How can any Christian, not to
mention the overseers, ignore the fright-
ful spectacle of lost brethren? And yet,
this sort of inertia characterizes many
congregations. When asked by a visitor,
“What does Brother X do for a living?”
one of the elders of the congregations
where Brother “X” was a member replied,
“He is a racketeer.” This meant to the
visitor that this brother gains his liveli-
hood and makes his money by dishonest
practices. Was anything being done to
save this lost man? None at all! Is this
failure to help the fallen very commion
among churches? Yes, sad to say, it is.

In the exampie just cited the sin was
known by the teaders, and possibly by
everybody else, including non-members.
If such a condition is allowed to continue
indefinitel*  witiwut offering aid, both
the sinnzs end the church are under con-
demnatic... Why? “A little leaven leaven-
eih the whole lump.” As discipline ad-

ministered to the sickly has its wholesome
effect on the entire group, in like manner,
the evils of iniquity, if unchecked, will
stimulate others to walk carelessly in
their chosen fields of indulgences. The
strong members who are immune to the
degrading influences of their ungodly
brethren will stand guilty by reason of
apathy or indifference.

It is incurmbent upon the leaders to do
even better than admonish and try to save
the known transgressors in the fold which
they oversee. Their waiching must be so
therough as to bring to light the conceal-
ed sinners also. Iniquitous operations
under cover are us devastating to the
sinner and the church as open violations
of God’s will, What would happen to a
church il the bishops should suddenly
adopt a positive plan to ferret out and do
something with the fornicators, covetous,
extortioners, railers, and such fike? In
most places the conditioning and indoc-
trination of the membership is so in-
adequate that this procedure which is so
plainly set forth in [ Corinthians 5 would
not succeed at all. First, to be successful,
the plan would have to be sold to the
congregation. Second, it would have to be
inaugurated very gradually. Likely. a
period of ten years would be required for
2 few congregations to operate fully and
successfully on such a scriptural basis.

There is no challenge which faces the
church today more serious than that ol
wiatching for the souls of church members
(Hebrews 13:17).

THE 144,000 AND THE
GREAT MULTITUDE

{continumed from page 2)

down here on carth. However 7:15 says,
“they™ (the Great Multitude) “'serve him
day and night in his temple.” Where is (he
temple located? Revelation 11:19 tells us:
“And there was opened the temple of
God that is in heaven.” Revelation 4:2
suys the throne is in heaven.

The Jehovah's Witnesses would have a
much better case if they taught that the
Great Multitude is in the heavenly class.
But from the information we have assem-
biled, it is evident that both are heavenly
classes, and we helieve they are one and
the same group.

Another reason we believe the Great
Multitude is not the earthly class is that
they are described as being dressed in
white robes. (Revelation 7:9.) The Lord
says in Revelation 3:5, “He that over-
cometh shall thus be arrayed in white
garments.” Then Revelation 6:9-11 télls
us the souls who had been slain for the
word of God were each given a white
robe. In Revelation 7:13-14 one of the
Elders says to John, “These that are array-
ed in the white robes, who are they?”
Then he answers his own question: “These

are they that come out of the great tribu-
lation, and they washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the
lamb.” Revelation 22:14 says that those
who washed their robes “have the right to
come to the tree of life and may enter by
the gales into the city.” Where is this
city? Revelation 22:3 tells us that “the
throne of God and the Lamb shall be
therein.” In other words, Revelation 22 is
describing HEAVEN! The city is heaven
and the Great Multitude are there because
they have washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the lamb.

If the Great Multitude is not in the
city, it is in bad shape, because Rovela-
tion 22:15 informs us that outside of the
city “are dogs, and the sorcerers, and the
fornicators, and the murderers, and the
idolaters, and every enc that loveth and
maketh a lie.” If Revelation 21:8 has any
bearing on this passage, it means that those
who are not in the city are in hell.

Another difficulty lies in the fact that
only the 144,000 were sealed. Revelation
7:3 *. . hurt not the earth, neither the
gea, nor the trees, 1ill we shall have sealed
the servants of our God on their fore-
heads™ (v.4), “and | heuard the number of
them that were sealed. 144,000 . . .7 Re-
velarion 9:4 *, . . il was said unto them
that they should not hurt the grass of the
carth, neither any green thing, neither
any tree, but only such men as have not
the seal of God on their foreheads.” This
means that the Great Multitude is in sex-
ious treuble because only the 144,000
were “sealed.” Therefore, the Great Multi-
tude will have to underpo the things de-
scribed in Revelation 9:4-5.
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