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BAPTISMAL GIFT OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT

Erwin Cowen_._Moten

Baptism in the Holy Spirit was
pever imparted by men through
any means Whatsoever. It came
direct from God in a most aston=
ishing demonstration of power.
1t was never esccompanied by the
least confusion or excitement,
but moved those receiving it to
speak words as gensible and un-
derstandable ag they were sub-
lime, :

‘I'ne New- Testament gives but
two cases of the Holy Ghost bap-
tism being received by men. One
of these was when the Apostles
raceived that Gift on the day of
Pentecost [Acts 2;1-b] and the
other was when it was bestowed
upon Cornelius and his house
hold (Acts 10:44-48) Each is call-
ed a baptism. [Acts 1;5 and Acts
11:16. 17] No other case is called
such. sithough several Gifts are
mentioped in the New Testa=
ment, >

The baptiem on. the day of
Pentecost resulted in giving the
Inepiration which made them in-
fallible teachers. That inspir=
ation was not for them individ-
pally but for the rest of the
woridd who should read their
writings or hear their word, ae
on the Day of Pentecost.

The Apostles therefore became
the Mediam through whom the
Holy Spirit c¢ould reach tha
world with the

Truth. Thai;“"&mkingvmnmz

was to eoable all'nations to hear
and understan@the word o<
since through the, Gift, they

could speak im every tongue or
language spoken by men of any
nation.

The Apostles therefore, were
only the Medium through which
we might bave the pure and in.
fa.lible word of God to guide us.

The Gift then was for us rath-
er than the Apostles who receiv-
ed it,

Like wise the Baptism of the
Holy Spirit which was bestowed
upon Cornelius was not for him
personaily, but that the Jews
present including Peter, might
know that God bad authorized
the Gospel preached to the Gen-
tiles and their baptism into
Christ unto the remission of sins,
exactly like the Jews beginning
vl the day of Pentecost. Corne-
liug himself in a perscnal way
received nothing through the
Baptiam of the Holy Spirit. It
was given him for the benefit of
others, the Jews and the Apostle
Peter, to convince them that the
Gospel ghould be extended to the
Gentilee, hence, as soon as Peter
gaw the Gift poured out upun
Cornelius, he demanded of the
Jews present, ''Can any man for-
bid water, that these should not
be baptized, who have received
the Holy Spirit as well as we?”
And he commanded them to be
baptized iu the name of Jesus
Christ. (Acts 10;47+48) That
states the purpose of the Gift to
Cornelius. It was to convince tbe
Jews that the Gentiles were to
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benefit to himself, it having ser-
ved it's purpose was withdrawn,
leaving him responsible to the
command £o0 be baptized in water,
as Were all Jews.

If he retained the Gift beyond

that days work it is nowhera

mentioned.

Now in both instances the Gift
was accompanied by the Power
to speak in tongues which had
never been learned. A miracle of
the highest sort. (Acts 2;4; 10;46)

To speak in a tongue was to
apeak in 8 known language of
men; a language not known by
the speaker himself, Such was
the nature of the Gift in the only
two cases where it is recorded.

God emploved the Holy Spirit
Baptism to introduce the Gospel
syStem to men: once to Jews at
Pentecost, and once to Gentiles,
at the house of Cornelius It was
never again needed because thuse
two classes embraced the whole
human family, He employed the
lesser Gifts nine in number given
through the laying on of handa,"”’
to keep the infunt church under
protection and spiritual nourishe
ment until the perfect New Teat-
ament Law could be completed,
when being no longer needed
they were done away, [2 Cor, 18:
8-13. Eph. 4;11-17}]

But the Common Gift remains
because the necessily to repent
and be baptized remains, and
this Gift always follows baptiem.

be bapti‘_zﬂed__ ig!gﬁChrmmh_ﬁK'gip_ M“-MMVG

‘as the Jews had been. So far as
we are informed, Cornelius did
wat retain the Gift as &« personal
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sen discussed in thres parls dis-
tinet, then we shouldfiever be.
come confused over the Spiritual

Gifts of *»- "~ ° ""f’ﬁ*__/
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EDITORIAL
VIOLA . AGAIN
We are all proud of the work
we have done at Viola. As you
passed that way, you no doubt
have been elated at the fine loc-
ation and building that is going
up.

We are now nearing the end of
the road. With all the donated
labor, tue buiiding will well be
worth twice ile cost. Brethren at
Viola have stretched every doil-
ar. All material has been bought
and paid for. The rock yet lacks
putting up. The inside needs
painting and the floors need
sanding. Six weeks should see
this work completed.

The money on hand is exnaust-
ed. We have noseats, bat Bro. T,
E. Burch of Wewoka, Okla. has
graciously accepted the respon-
sibility upon himself and Bro.
Henry Harber of Seminole, Okla.
of raising funds among thems-
gelves and Oklahoma brethren to
séat the building 1F we here
would complete the buiiding
May the Lord blees such breth-
ren.

As this'goes to press only about
- $20U THeks being raised to eom-
plete the job, Of this amount the
t Agnos have sent a

. e are those

of you who have intended to help '

and haven’t, now is the time.
Should there be those who have
helped and wanted to help more
later, new is the time. Even
those smali contributions will
count much in this last stage and
the $175.00 will go down fast.

Watch for announcement of
the dedication day. The Viola
brethren will welcome you in
your rejoicing.

With the Spicit of God in our
hearts and our eyes fastened
upon heaven, with the word as
the sword in our hand, WwWe e¢an
put to flight the enemies of Jesus
Christ.

'tHk NEED OF REPENTANCE
Orbie Robbins._Elizabeth, Ark.

Repentance was needed in the
lives of those who lived under
the Uld Covenant as shown in
Isa, 55;7, “’'Let the Wicked for-
gake his way and the unrighteous
man his evil thought and return
unto the Lord our God for he wiil
have mercy and abundantly pars
don.

Again the need of repentance
in their lives is set for thin Ezek®
18;30-31. “Therefore will I judge
you, oh house of Isrzel, every
man according to his ways, Re-
pent and tarn from all your tran-
gressions so that imiquity will
not be your ruin.

John the Baptist came preach=
ing repentance. Mt. 8;2. Christ
when he began his personal mio-
istry preached repentance. Mt, 4;
17 Lk. 13;3 When Christ senf, the
12 and 70 forth under the limited
commission they were told to
preach repectance, Mk. 6;12,
Mit. 10;5 6. All of this preaching
of repentance by the prophets,

itians enter ye not; but go rather
to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel.” Mt, 10:5-6

After Jesus died, was buried,
and resurrected he gave the
great commission which was to
be executed under the New Cova
enant, According to Luke 24:46-
47 repentance was to be preach~
ed in his name among ail nations
beginning at«Jerusalem,

On the day of pentecost when
this commission begin to be ex.
ecuted by the apostles, Peter
said to those who were pricked
in their hearts and cried out and
said unto Peter and the rest of

the aposties, ‘*Men and brethren
wha! shall we do?'” *'Repent and
be baptized everyone of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for re=-
mission of Sins and ye shall re-
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”
When Paul stood on Mars Hill in
the city of “thens and addressed
that great audience he stated
that repentance was required of
all men everywhere. Act 17:30

Now let us consider the quest-
ion what produces repentance?
Paul writing in 2 Cor. 7;10 states
that godly sorrow worketh repe
entance, Notice Paul did not say
gedly sorrow is repentance, as
gom*® teach; but worketh or leads
to the act of repentance, so godly
gorrow is the cause of repentance
and not the act of repentapce.

Jesus said that repentance
should be preached in his name
among all nations beginning at
Jerusalem. Lk. 24:46-47

Then let us consider the kind
of preaching Which brings godiy
sorrow that works repentance.
Turn to Act 2 and at that-tirue
Peter preached the gespel for the
first time in fact~He brought to

wae limited to Israel onlv. “‘Go
not into the way of the Gentiles.
and in_tgt/uj,cimhe Samar-

Christ died, was buried, res-
qgaﬁnued on page 5
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NEWS
Mammoth Spring

Bro. Emmit Smith, minister
of Seventh and Mauatler St.
Church of Christ and President
of Crowley’s Ridge Christian
Academy will speak at Mammoth
Spring chuich Wednesday even-
ing at 7:30, Keb.17. He will tell
us about how and why they be-
gan the school, We enjoyed
Bro. Smith’s seimon in 'the lec-
tureship very much and invite
ali to be with us un this night to
hear him again. =

The iectureship brought the
largest attendance to - Mammoth
Spring church that we have ever
had. This opportunity is taken
to thank everyone who attended
for helping. make this meeting
the wonderful success that it was
Record crowds upward toward
500 were in attendance and were
well repaid for tneir efforts by
the gsermons delivered by these
safe and able ministers of God’s
word,

Our newsst Bro. in Christ is
Bro. Sellers. aged 82, who was
baptised on a streicher at tne
church Feb 5 A Bryson Fun-
eral Home ambulance brought
him to the church house and re.
turned him after the baptising.
We rejoice together with him.

The men’s training class h_aa
been vigiting around with .other

local congregations daring. the.

past month. We have visited
Salem, Thayer, and BRatfield.
This is just an effort to. increase
fellowship on earth with  the
peple with whom we, hope 'to
spend eternity. Give us an invi-
tation to visit you, .if you would'
like to have us.

WHICH BAPTISM?
Tom Goiffith—
Which huptum is in effect to-

day? Hoiy Ghost ba tism or
water baptism. Paul said in Eph.
45 one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism.” Reading now Matthew 28;
16-20. * Then the sleven disciples:
WeRt away into Galiln. into a
mountain whege Jesus had ap—
pointed them. And whpn they
saw him, they wnguhlppp;l him;
but some doubted., And Jesus
came and spake. unto.. thcm. say-
ing, all DOWet is given -unto me’

in heaven and in, earth.. Go ye,

therefore, and teach all  nations,
baptizing them in .the name of
the Father, and of the Sopn, and
of the Holy Ghost. Teaching '
them to observe all things what-
soever I have commanded you:-
and, lo, I sam with. you alway,
even urto the end of , the. world.
Amen.

Men. cannot; admhhter Hois
Spirit. Baptism, .It. eame from
God. It will be. noticed that the
Apostles were to teachall.nations
and baptize those they, taught.

Then teach those, bapsized to ob«
serve all /things  swhatsoever I - =
has seen ‘something and can
testify:to it. The Aposties were

have commanded you. The latest
command was.to teach and bap-
tize. Therefon those tgught and
baptized were also to, ,observe

“teaching and b&ptizln;‘ As théy:

were taught. nnd baptized, so
they were to tqac,h and baptize
othcra. Slncu map, e;nnol admin<
ister Holy gpll‘u'.. bpt!.lm it rof :
neceseily meana, water .baptism:

Now read: Acts: 8;34-86., !'And*

the 2unuch answered Phillip, and”

said, 1 pray thee,of whcm speak-

eth the.prophet.this? of. himself,

or of some other, man, Then Phil-
lip.opened his mputh and begaw
at the same . ugimurs, and’
Dreachpd unto him Jems. And as

,they went_on. thele way, they

" came unto s _certaip water; and
'_"tgxe eunuch; ial,g,msﬂ, ‘here ‘ia:his hand into-his side:and be not
—Mammeth Spriag”

water; what doth hinder me" to

bu»bamlaed?ﬂﬂi?hlnlpuaid 1t

thou believest ' .with: all thine
heart, thou mayest: And he an-
swered and said, | believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of 'God.

And he commanded the chariot
to stand still; and. thnr went
down both 'into the water, both
Phillip'and’ tbe eunuch; snd he
baptized him.” Here is an ex-
ample of teaching and baptizing.
The Bunuch surely understood it

'was water baptism. Also Phillip,

a maun full of the Holy Ghost by
the Laying on of the Aposties
hmds. but who himself was pow-
‘erless to administer Holy Spirit
baptisn [read first portion of
Acts 8], without a doubs -under-
stood it to be'water baptism.

-We have bad.some:falk:around
lately who believe the: proper
name for God’s people teday fs
Jehovah'es witnesses. The- New
Testament says :
ciples were called Christians first

-in Antioch®’ Acts 1126,

A witness must- ' be ose  who

witnesses and gave - thely  testl-
'mooy of ths-resurrected Chrisf.
These folks today whe elaim tu
be Jehovah's witnhesseabave seen
‘nothing that anyone:-else- might
‘not "see, 'except:  perhaps- the
-wresating.cf the seriptures into a
damnable heresy that‘ teaches
‘man-has no-soul, that'there is no
bell, mo' 1mmortality, no resur=-
rection. ‘and “noe kingdom of
heaven; and no open deor of sals
vation. They claim to beprophets
but havenot ecorrectly prophesied
any:important event: They ‘deny
that the-body of Jesus was vaised
from the dead inspite of the fact
Jesus invited Thomas to thrast

faithless but believiag. Jobu 20:

““And the  dis=
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WHY THERE I8 DIVISION
Elmo Hall._Lake City, Ark.

Any person Who has even a

' mipimum knowledge of God’s

word knows that division in re-
ligion is anti-scripture and anti-

‘Christ. The division that exista

is deplorable and has caused
many to turn to infidelity. Still,
there are those who thank God
for the multiplicity of churches
80 each can worship as he pleas-
es . This, notwithstanding that
the Whole tenor of the Bible is

_ that we are to worship God as be

directs and not as our whims

 direét,

.caus¢. Even among

_Itisour purpose to examine
some of the causes of this tragic
condition.

.ds An unscriptural loyalty to

. men., ,

.. This is perhaps the foremost
the true
church there are those who put

. loyalty 10 some man they like be-

fore peace and sometimes spht

- thaLord’s body in a particular

-

..their . uneeriptural

loeality. One of the many faults
of the brethren at Corinth was
attitude to-
ward men to the extent that they
called themselves after the man’s
name.. I Cor, 1;12. .

So, many denominations exist
today-because some man had a
pleasingf” personality, or ~good

~looks, er pleasing voice, :or all

three and people, pleased with
outward appearances, swallowed

. what he s3id just because he

said it. We are not to accept or
reject what a man: says aceord-
ing as to how we fancy him, but
how what he says harmonizes

. with the word of God.

=1I. The partial view of the

<) scriptures.

r bil{t‘kel 8 psrt and makes
"I ge whole of the truth. We

must remember that just a vart
of the truth will not save us, It
takes ail of it. One of the reas-
ons that tome take the partial
view is' the spirit of reactien.
That is, thiey emphasize one as-
pectof the truth to comb.t a
false teaching to the extent that
they, themselves, form a creed
on that aspect. ‘To illustrate,
when John Calvin started study-
ing the Bibe he saw that the
Catholics were wrong in their
doctrine of meritorius works So
he started emphasizing the doet-
rine ef salvation by grace. How-
ever, Calvin and his followers
emphasized that man is saved by
grace to the extent that it be-
came “‘‘saved by grace on!y’’
without any works. at all. Then
bis teaehing became false also.
I'o ¢ounteract false Cathoiic
teathing he leaned over the other
way and became a false feacher
himself- Certainly, we are saved
by graée, but it is grace plus
works of ‘righteousness. (Eph. 2:
7—10; James 2:24) :

Our own brethren, too, can b.-
come guilty of the partial view,
or the spirit of reaction. In order
to counteract false teaching on
the plan of salvation we some-
times emphasize the scriptural
plan of salvation to the neglect
of other things and make it the
whole of Christianity. There is
something to de after we are
saved-and thé whole of christian-
ity is not embudied in the plan
of salvation, Remember the word
of Paul, *For I have not shun-
ned to declare unto you all the
counsel of God.”" Acts 20;27.

I1I, Lack of love for the truth.

When the truth reveals the
shortcominge of man, he often
turns from truth to error because
only error will justify his mis-
deeds; So'a lack of love for the

truth has caus-d division, bes
eause man is goinz to play his
harp, light hia candles, call his
prescher Reverend, though it
tears the budy of Chriet asunder
and s=nds his soul to hell.

To be Christlike we must fol-
low the trath, though it requires
us to sacrifice the love of mother
and father, though it requires us
to let go of ideas we have betieved
for many years, though it re-
quires our physieal life.

IYV. The speculative spirit.

All down through the history
of the Lord’s chureh there have
been 1hose who specuiate on 0b=-
scure passages of gcripture and
then make their specuiaion a
test of fellowship. It wes the de-
sire for hidden knowledge that
wae the downfall of man in the
garden of Eden. For instance,
the scripture says there will be a
resurrectlon. There are many
questions about that glorlous oc-
casion that will pot be zhswered
until it happens. The scripture
does not-teil us =zll we mighg
want to know abont beaven, but
it tells us enough to make us de
gire to go there. S0 do not let
your ideas about that place drive
a wedge between you and your
brethren

Only when man is willing to
lay down his loyalty to man, is
ready to hear the whole counsel
of God, develops a love for the -
truth, and stops binding opinions
on others, then sits humbly at
the feet of the Master and says
#Ipeak Lord and I will hear.
Command Lord and I will obey;
will there ever be unity.

i s

The Churech of Christ believes
the old Bible, 1n spite of false
accusations. We seek justificat-
ion by the law of Grace and not
the law of Moses,
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Need of Repentanee- from paged
urrected. and had ascerded into
heaven, had been crowned as
‘Lord and Christ and added,
* "*Therefore let all the hnuse of

Israel know as=urediy this same
Jegus whow yve have tak .n  with

wicked hand and crucified and
flain b-s breome both Lord and
Christ. Act 2;36

What was the effeet of this
kind of preaching? 1t produced
~ godly sorrow.
were procked in their neart and
cried out and said unto Peter and
the rest of the aposties men and
brethren what shall we do?”

Act 2;37 Had they repented st
this point? no, for Pater said in

the next verse '‘Repent and be
baotized’. Act 2:38
The next question that, would

challenge, our attention is, what
i1 repentance! The act of repent-
ance is not godly sorrow ior god-
- Jy Sorrow works rerentance.
- Jesus shows in Mt 21:28 that re-
pentance is a change of mind or
will followed by reformation of
i e,

Repentance is something God

grants, Act 11:18 Repentance is
Brm:thing God commands, A,ct
17;80 The fruits of repentance i3

~areformed life. Mt, 21:28
_~ What must onedo after repent-

unce in order to be gav-d?
The alien sinner must confess his
faith in Christ and be baptized
shown as in Act 8:36 39 after
Philip had preached Jesus unto
- the Eunuch, as they went on
their way, they came unto a cer-
tain water and the Eunieh said
see here is water what doth hins
der me to be baptized and Philip
~paid if thou believest with all
thine heart thou mayest and he
#aid I believe that Jesus Christ
is the Son of God, He command=
ed the chariot to stand still and

*“Now when they

If one is an erring christian
after repentance they must con-
fess their sins and pray. Jas. 5 ;16;
Jno. 1;9: Act 8;22

In conclusion let us consider
the motive of vepentance. First
the fear of judgement, *‘Let ns
hear the conclusion of the whoie
matter fear God and keep his
commandments for this is the
whole duty of man for every
work and every secret thing
shall be brought into judgement
whether it be good or evil.”’ Ece.
12:13 14 Paul said, *“1t is appoint«~
ed unto men once to dieand after
that the judgement” Secord; the
Love and goodness of God. ' The
goodness of God leadeth thee to
repentance.” Rom 2;4. In Rom.
5;8 "“God commendeth his luve
towsard us in that whils we were
yver sinners Christ died for the
ungoaly,”

How many does God want to
repent? *‘God i3 not slack con
cerning bis promises as some
men count slackness but is long
suffering to usward not willing
that any should perish but that
zll should come to repentance £
I Peter 3;9

*

they both went down intc the

water, both Philip and the Eun
uch and he baptized him,
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(Lirtle did they dream tbat
some of them there, would eat of
his body and drink of his blood,
which was actually accomplished
on the night of his betrayal,
when he blessed the bread and
cup and told them to eat and
drink of it (Matt. 46:26-28),

Most certainly they, as all
Christians do todas, ate of the
loaf and drank of the fruit of the
vine which was emblematical of
his body and-bloyd, and not his
actual flesh and blood as some
claim,

Paul in bis instructions to the
Church at Corinta 1 Cor,12;:24.
26, sald it was to be done in rems=
brance of Christ, and to show hia
death till he come, making it
very plain in following wverses,
that when it was done in an un-
worthy manner, '‘Notdescerning
the Lords body,” was the cause
of mauny sickly, and even sleep-
ing church members)

And the rerord says '‘Froni
that time many of his disciples

went back, and walked no more

with him!

Then said Jesus to the twelve,
“Will ye also go away?” then an-
swered the Apostle who seemed

T " and
of
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28

who had met him, at a predeter-
mined spot in Galiles, “All pows
er is given unto me in heaven,
and in earth.”

Then since it pleased hims: to
whom All power was given, to
set the Church into operation by,
and through those disciples,
chosen peforenhand and prepared
for this exceedingly important
work, would he not have a per-
fect right to administer the terms
or conditions of entrance there-
into? And especially since none
of them are unreasonable, or too
hard for any person to do, but
are for the purpose of showing a
humblie and contrite heart, which
is of great value in God’s sight.

In concluding, 1 wish to briefly
state his terms, recall to mind
the title, ‘'To whom shall we
EO?"

In Rom. 10;9 Paul declares
men must confees with the
mouth the Lord Jesus, and be-
lisve in the ‘“‘heart that God
ralsed him from the dead, but
these steps are contingent on
hearing, aa he further explaina
in the following questions. Rom.
10;14 ‘'How then shall they ecall
on him in whom they have not
believed? And how shall they be=
lieve in him of whom they have

not heard? And how shall they
hear without a preacher! And
Peter in Acts 2;38 proclaimed to
the Jews “Repent and be bap
tized everyone of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the re.
mission of sins,”’

Friends, it is as easy as that,
do you see anything difficu't
about it? Then why won’t you
do it at once, while vou have the
privilege and opportunity.

Become a Christian, a child of
the heavenly King, an heir, a
joint=heir with Christ! that heav-
en with all its grandeurs, may
be your eternal abode.




