
Ecclesiastes 

 

“Not all of the ideas in this book are God’s ideas. God gave Solomon wisdom and opportunity 

to observe and explore every avenue of earthly life. This is a true account of what Solomon 

heard, thought, and felt. Selected verses from this book would leave a wrong impression. 

One must read the whole book and get Solomon’s grand conclusion in the last chapter to 

understand the message of Ecclesiastes. Solomon saw life, earthly life, at its best. He seems to 

have made it his chief business to see what a good time he could have, yet his soul was never 

satisfied. The soul of man is only satisfied with immortality. Solomon had some idea of the 

resurrection, immortality, and eternity, but he could not understand fully, because it was 

Christ who brought life and immortality to light by His resurrection from the dead (2 

Timothy 1:10). Solomon lived 1,000 years before this event. The longing which was in the 

heart of Solomon – which is in the heart of all humanity – is answered by the coming of the 

Lord Jesus Christ.”  George DeHoff’s Commentary on Ecclesiastes, Vol. 3, page 311. 

 

Adam Clarke’s Commentary breaks down the book into three propositions: 

1. No labor of man in this world can render him contented, or give him true satisfaction 

of the soul. 

2. Earthly goods and possessions are so far from making us happy, that they may be even 

viewed as real obstacles to our ease, quiet, and tranquility of mind. 

3. Men know not what is or is not truly advantageous to them; because they are either 

ignorant or unmindful of that which must come to pass after their death. 

 

Personally, I believe that the theme of the book is set out in 7:29, “Truly, this only I have 

found: That God made man upright, but they have sought out many schemes.” 

Solomon’s purpose is to examine this fact in view of his own life. 

 

An understanding of this book begins with 1 Kings 3:4-14. 

Key word – “Vanity” is used 37 times in 12 chapters. His conclusion: Life without obedience 

to God is meaningless. 

 

Ecclesiastes 1 

1:1-11 – The Continuity of Life. 

 “Preacher” is from koheleth meaning, “a collector of wisdom.” I believe this verse 

clearly sets out who the author is. Son of David, King of Jerusalem, and a collector of 

wisdom. 

 “Vanity” is from hebel meaning, “emptiness or meaninglessness.”  

 This section (1:1-11) seems very cynical and depressing. We must remember that 

Solomon is writing about his experiences in life from a human perspective. He 

accomplished many “great” things in his life, but he is not far from death. 

 The sun shines, the wind blows, the rain falls, etc., etc., and life goes on. 



 Verse 8 perhaps speaks to one of Solomon’s problems throughout life and a problem 

many people have today. Proverbs 27:20. 

 “There is nothing new under the sun” is a constant theme throughout this book. The 

things Solomon has done and experienced were done before him and have been done 

since his time. Never forget as you read this book that all these thoughts are leading to 

his grand conclusion in 12:13-14. 

 

1:12-18 – Solomon’s Quest for Wisdom. 

 Of this paragraph JB Coffman wrote, “You are never going to arrive at any 

worthwhile place without the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. You will never chase 

anything except the wind unless you receive and obey Christ.” 

 Verse 15 shows the inadequacy of schools, government, and economics apart from the 

knowledge of God. These things are not evil in and of themselves, but apart from God 

they are useless.   

 Why does an increase in knowledge lead to an increase in sorrow (. 18)? 

 1 Kings 4:29-34; 10:1-7. 

 

2:1-11 – Solomon’s Quest for Pleasure. 

 “Mirth” means joy, gladness, or pleasure.  

 Proverbs 14:13 – “The pleasure addict cannot escape the morning after.” 

 Mirth and laughter are not necessarily bad, but apart from God it is vanity. 

 “Wine” is from yayin and is a generic term. The context will always determine the 

meaning of this word. 

 “Folly” is a life devoid of wisdom or understanding.  

 Verses 4-8 reveal that Solomon tried to find happiness in the accomplishments of life. 

Things do not make people happy. 

 “If you are not content with what you have, how could you be happier with more?” 

Philippians 4:11; Luke 12:15. 

 All of his efforts and “pleasure” led him to the conclusion that it was a waste of time. 

 

2:12-17 – The Wise and Foolish Both Die. 

 He had done and seen all that was possible. The truth that he states here is that the 

wise man can see where he is going (death), but the fool cannot. 

 We again need to remember that many of the thoughts recorded in Ecclesiastes are 

written from a carnal perspective. It is written as if he realized these things while he 

was alienated from God. 

 The one thing that hinders his happiness and pleasure is the realization of death. 

Wisdom or foolishness will not help you live forever. 

 

 

 



2:18-26 – When I’m Gone, Who Inherits My Prosperity? 

 These are his thoughts that naturally follow the previous section. All men die, then 

who gets their stuff? 

 It is thought by many that this passage is a reference to Rehoboam. 1 Kings 12 shows 

that Rehoboam was not a wise king. Under his rule the kingdom of Israel split. 

 Luke 12:16-21. 

 Verses 23-24 show a paradox that existed in the mind of Solomon. The man who 

works all his life for “things” should be able to enjoy them, but often does not. 

 What came from the hand of God was blessing, but Solomon had abused the things 

God gave him. 

 

3:1-15 – A Time For Everything. 

 Solomon gives a list of 14 opposites that arise in life. JB Coffman points out several 

things over which man has no control that affect his life: 

o The age into which one is born. 

o The place of his birth. 

o The ability, wealth, and health of parents. 

o Religion, or lack thereof. 

o World conditions at the time of one’s birth. 

o Physical or mental handicaps. 

o Accidents. 

 Some are of the belief that every action, reaction, and situation is predetermined by 

God, and man has nothing to do with it. This passage is often sited to “prove” such a 

belief. 

o If this belief system were true, what of one’s own bad decisions? Has God 

predetermined those as well? 

o What about Satan and temptation? 

o We must remember that God never has infringed on man’s free will. While He 

is all-powerful and all-knowing, He has created us with the ability to reason 

and make decisions. 

 “If a person lives long enough, the things listed in the following verses (2-8) will come 

into his life. From his birth man passes through a succession of shifting and 

contrasting experiences until his exit from the world by death.” 

 We must keep in mind the author and his purpose. Solomon is writing, near the end 

of his life, about the futility of all these things apart from a knowledge of God. Birth 

and death are laws of nature which God set in motion when the world began. 

 Lessons from 3:1-8: 

o Life is full of change and we must make wise preparation. 

o God has established certain laws in life and we must accept them or suffer the 

consequences. 



o The seasons and times are in God’s hands, so we must know His will and live 

accordingly. 

 God has, “put eternity in their hearts.” “This certainty which God has set in our hearts 

is there by creation, not by evolution. Even the crooked theory of evolution never 

was foolish enough to postulate the development of some faculty or ability that was 

useless. This points squarely to the creation as the origin of that eternity which burns 

in every human heart.” JB Coffman. 

 Solomon recognizes the fact that God is the source of blessing (James 1:17). 

 

3:16-22 - The Wicked Sons of Men. 

 “How can we reconcile the presence of evil in a world ruled by the righteous and all-

powerful God? The answer of faith is that God will someday judge the righteous and 

the wicked. Earlier in this chapter we saw the beautiful balance of nature with an 

appropriate place for every experience of man. Here, that philosophy was used to 

resolve the problem of evil. God in His own right time will solve this problem, by 

punishment of evil and reward of good.” George DeHoff. 

 So far as the physical body is concerned, both man and beast are going to suffer the 

same fate- death. Later Solomon comments on the separation of body and soul (12:7). 

 Do all dogs go to heaven? Do animals have a soul as man does? Genesis 2:7, 18-20. 

 Verse 22 shows that once you’re dead, you’re dead. There is no coming back from the 

grave until the resurrection.   

 

4:1-3 – The Abuse of Power 

 There seems to be some sympathy here for those who are oppressed, but Solomon 

himself was an oppressor. 1 kings 4:20-21. 

 This passage may be one of the most negative in all the book! 

4:4-6 – The Vanity of Labor. 

 One man translated this verse, “I saw that all a man’s toil and skill is expended 

through the desire to surpass his neighbor; this, too, is an empty thing and a clutching 

at the wind.”  

 Proverbs 6:6-11. 

 These verses might be saying that a jealous man is eating his heart out with envy. 

 Verses 1-3 view labor from the perspective of envy and verses 4-6 view it from 

idleness. 

 Proverbs 15:16-17. 

4:7-12 – The Value of a Friend. 

 There are some who exist in this world who live only for themselves. Could anything 

be more foolish than to waste one’s life, with no family or friends, in the pursuit of 

wealth? 



 Man does not need to be alone and God did not create him to be alone. There have 

been and are those who feel that isolation is the way to God, but this has never been 

God’s plan for mankind. 

 Proverbs 18:24. 

 Companionship brings help (v. 10), warmth (v. 11), and defense (v. 12). 

 

4:13-16 – Popularity Will Cease. 

 Some have tried to apply this to Solomon and that is possible. He had willfully turned 

away from the correction of God. 

 1 Kings 11:1-6. 

 His own son became king and essentially destroyed the kingdom of Israel (1 Kings 

12). 

 

5:1-7 – Responsibility Toward God. 

 “House of God” would be a reference to the temple and “walk prudently” is a 

reference to one’s conduct in life. 

 This shows us that true worship to God is not merely an outward expression. 

 “It is better to be quiet and be thought a fool, than to open your mouth and remove 

all doubt.” 

 Proverbs 10:19-21. 

 A child of God should be one who has integrity (firm adherence to a code of moral 

values) and honor (to live up to or fulfill the terms of a commitment). 

 

5:8-20 – How to Handle Material Things. 

 In reference to verse 8 George DeHoff wrote, “If you think you see evil in the world, 

how much more does the God of heaven see it? He is not asleep.” 

 In reference to verses 10-11 Adam Clarke wrote, “As money increases, so does the 

love for that money.” 

 I believe that many people in the world do not “get” the idea that the more things you 

have, the more expensive it is to live.  

 A man who has worked hard to earn what he has can rest easily at night.  

 Ephesians 4:28. 

 What misfortunes can cause riches to perish? Death, robbery, bad economy, unwise 

investment, bankruptcy. 

 “Misfortune” is from a Hebrew word that could be translated, “bad business.” 

 Verse 15 states an eternal truth that is repeated many times throughout Scripture. 

 Job 1:21; Psalm 49:16-17; 1 Timothy 6:7. 

 Verses 18-20 teach us the proper attitude toward wealth. (1) work (2) enjoy the fruit 

of your labor (3) don’t worry over it (4) remember that God is the true source of all 

good things. 

 



6:1-2 – Vanity of Wealth. 

 Notice, God has given the riches. James 1:17. This is a statement that is common 

throughout the book. Does a rich man really “lack nothing?” 

 Luke 12:13-15. 

 

6:3-6 – Solomon’s Pessimistic View of Life. 

 With 700 wives and 300 concubines it would have been possible for Solomon to have 

100 children.  

 A concubine is, “A woman who cohabits with a man without being legally married to 

him. In certain societies, such as imperial China, a woman contracted to a man as a 

secondary wife, often having few legal rights and low social status.” 

 Solomon seems to be pointing out here that it was a disaster for a man not to have a 

burial, regardless of his social status. 

 On these verses JB Coffman comments, “Let men contemplate what is stated here, if a 

man should live 2,000 years, he would still find that the earth is no place to rest.” 

 

6:7-12 – More Vanity in Life. 

 Life is sometimes seen as a “rat-race” that makes no sense. We work so we can eat, so 

we can keep working so we can keep eating (v. 7). 

 One commentator translated verse 9 as, “A thing pleasant before the eyes is preferable 

to a future which exists only in desire.” 

 Verses 10-12 have been interpreted to say that there is no sense in man complaining 

about his lot in life because life goes on and we cannot change the nature of the world 

or our existence. 

 

Ecclesiastes 7 – General Statements of Wisdom 

7:1-4 – Sorrow and Laughter. 

 “A good reputation is better that the most expensive perfume.” Proverbs 22:1 says that 

a good name is better than great wealth. 

 Why is sorrow better than laughter? 

o Psalm 90:12. 

o “House of feasting” could also be translated, “place of amusement.” 

o These warnings are written for those who prefer amusement and 

entertainment to the exclusion of difficulty and sadness. 

 

7:5-7 – The Foolish Man. 

 Notice, the song (5), laughter (6), and behavior (7) of the foolish are pointed out in 

the text. 

 Verse 6 is a play on words for the constant sound a fool makes with his mouth. 

 Verse 8 might be saying, “Hindsight is 20/20.”  

 Verse 9 – Proverbs 14:17. 



 Verse 10 may state some truth, but it is called “the past” for a reason. 

 Verses 11-12 – Proverbs 8:10-11. 

 Verses 13-14 – man cannot improve on God’s creation. There will be good days and 

bad days, but God is still in control. 

 Verses 15-18 – why do the wicked prosper? Of course, Solomon is writing from man’s 

view instead of God’s. Just because a person is doing right does not necessarily mean 

his life will be long or without trouble. “Overly righteous” could possibly be a 

reference to self-righteousness or hypocrisy. These verses are warning against going 

to extremes in life. Proverbs 25:16; Philippians 4:5 uses the word “moderation” which 

means, “mildness or appropriateness.” Verse 18 states that if we fear God we will 

escape the extremes of life. 

 Verse 20 – “just” is from a word that means, “lawful, righteous.” In God’s sight we can 

be just or righteous. 2 Corinthians 5:20-21 states that one can be righteous before 

God. 

 Verses 21-22 – don’t wear your feelings on your sleeves. 

 Verses 23-26 – Solomon had searched for wisdom by experience in life rather than by 

following the word of God. He failed to follow his own advice (Proverbs 1:7). 

 Verses 27-29 – man has corrupted his own ways. Concerning his comment on 

women, Solomon was speaking from his own sinful experience. God made man 

“upright” (straight or righteous). One man wrote, “Modern man is still busily engaged 

in a frenzied attempt to out-sin his progenitors.” 

 

8:1-9 – Obey the King. 

 Once again Solomon praises the benefit of wisdom. A wise man will stand out in the 

crowd. 

 This section of Scripture goes right along with Romans 13:1-7. 

 If we obey the laws of the land (v. 5) we will have nothing to fear from the 

government. We will also have a clear conscience before God. 

 Verses 6-8 deal with the uncertainty of the future and anxiety. The NT gives great 

insight to this topic- Matthew 6:33-34; Philippians 4:6-7; 1 Peter 5:7. 

 

8:10-17 – Life is Uncertain, Death is Certain. 

 Verses 10-13 point out that there are times when it appears that the wicked prosper. 

 Verse 11 should be a verse that DOJ, judges, and even churches never forget.  

o God is just, and therefore will punish sinners for their activities on earth. 

o Many times in this country injustices happen and the guilty get away. 

o Convicted murderers spend years and years in prison and cost us thousands 

and millions of dollars. 

o Could it be because many people have forgotten Romans 13:4? 



 Verses 12-13 point out that eventually wickedness will be punished and righteousness 

will be rewarded. It appears that Solomon himself does not understand this concept 

throughout his own life. 

 Verses 14-15 – Adam Clarke used a poem illustrating of an infidel, “Eat, drink, and 

play, while here you may; for soon as death has stopped your breath, ye ne’er shall see 

a cheerful day.” 

 JB Coffman raises the question, “Can the eternal righteousness and justice of God be 

reconciled with the statement of verse 14?” 

 Can the injustices and wickedness of the world be charged as God’s fault? Did God 

create evil in this world? Remember what Solomon wrote in 7:29. 

 

9:1 – God Is In Control. 

 This verse is the conclusion from his discussion in chapter 8. Life happens. Good 

happens to the bad and bad happens to the good and he states a significant truth in 

9:11. 

 

9:2-6 – The Same Fate Comes To All. 

 Death comes to all! In the earthly sense this is true, but we know that there is more to 

life than this life. 

 One man wrote, “Religion and morality do not have the weight of a feather in 

affecting man’s fate.” 

 The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society teaches, “Resurrection is a restoration to life 

of the non-existent dead…No soul is conscious after death.” 

 What about Luke 16:19-31 and Revelation 6:9-11? 

 

9:7-12 – Live Life and Enjoy! 

 This philosophy, of course, is not what God would have the Christian do. Solomon is 

writing in view of the fact that all will die. The NT gives greater insight into death 

and life after death than does the OT. 

 Two times in this passage Solomon calls life vain. Is this true? Some commentators 

feel that this passage shows that he never actually repented of his own lifestyle. 

 JB Coffman wrote, “The great value of Ecclesiastes is that it elaborates fully the 

absolute worthlessness and vanity of life on earth by any man who lives without the 

fear of God and submission to the divine authority of our Creator.” 

 Verses 11-12 – the swift usually win the race, the strong usually win the battle, and 

skill will give men advantage in life. But, “time and chance happen to all!” 

 

9:13-18 – The Superiority of Being Wise. 

 Verse 18 states a great truth that we must never forget. What was it that caused the 

entire nation of Israel to lose the battle against Ai (Joshua 7)? 

 This same thing can happen to the Lord’s church (1 Corinthians 5). 



Chapter 10 is a collection of statements concerning wisdom versus folly. 

 A little wickedness can destroy a great amount of good that has been done (v. 1). 

 The heart (intelligence, conscience) of the wise will lead him in a right way (v. 2). 

 “Actions speak louder than words” (v. 3). 

 If you do what is right you don’t have to worry about punishment (v. 4). 

 Verses 5-7 speak of the folly of a leader putting foolish men in places of prominence. 

 Verses 8-10 speak of the fact that certain work carries greater risk. There is a spiritual 

application here in terms of sin. 

 Verses 11-15 deal with the words of fools versus the words of the wise. Matthew 

12:36-37; James 3:9-12. 

 Verses 16-20 deal with national leadership. Inexperienced leaders can lead to great 

trouble for a nation. Verse 17 is the opposite situation of verse 16. Verse 20 shows 

that gossip is always a great danger. 

 

11:1-6 – The Value of Diligence. 

 Many commentators state that verses 1-2 are dealing with charity. For children of 

God it is usually the case that we help one another (Acts 2:44-45). 

 Verses 3-4 teach that in terms of charity, one should get on with the job regardless of 

objections that are raised. 

 JB Coffman wrote, “There is more than a hint in these verses that the benevolent 

treatment of others by God-fearing people, while we have the ability to do it, might, 

at some unknown time in the future, be, even for us, the means of our survival.” 

11:7-8 – It is good to be able to rejoice in the good times and bad times of life. 

 

Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:8 

Serve God While You Have The Opportunity. 

 11:9-10 shows that life can be enjoyed, but that judgment is a reality. Youth and 

health are fleeting. 

 12:1 – a time comes in life when things cannot be done as easily as they used to. 

 12:2 – with age there will come problems with sight. 

 12:3 – keepers = arms; strong men = legs; grinders = teeth. Our outward man is 

decaying (2 Corinthians 4:16). 

 12:4 – difficulty with hearing comes with age. 

 12:5 – fear of falling, hair loss, loss of strength, loss of appetites, death. 

 12:6-7 – encouragement to serve God before it is too late. 

 12:9-12 – encouragement to listen to those who are wise. 

 12:13-14 – this is the conclusion of all of Solomon’s experience. The entire book must 

be understood in light of these two verses. 


