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THE MODELCHURCH
Marvin Ed Berry— Welcome Hill

Webster ways a model iz a pat-
tern of something to b« made,
copied, or imitated

The Apostolie church is {0 be a
model chureh for all ages. Eph.
3:21 Unro him be glory in tha
chureh Christ Jesus for all ages,

All congregations today are to
be fashioned after the ““Churches
of Christ” in the New Testment,

Now let us look at the pat-
terp or Model,

- What is a:Model Chureh?

It is & Studious Chureh, A
Morel church is given to a study
of the Biple. Jno. 8;31,
eald Jeaus to ;thowe Jews which
believed on him, if ye continue

“ in my word, then are ye my dise

¢ ples indeed® and ye shall know
the trsth, and “the truth shall
make you free, ;-

A Madel Church igrich io faith.
Jam. 2:6 Hearken, igpy beloved

the. poor of this world rich in
faith, and heirg of the kingdom
which be bath pmmmed to them
that. love him. '

it is a defensive Inst;tu‘mn A
model church s *'Set for {ha de-
fense of the Goapel”’. Phili=1:17
But the other of love, knowing
that [ am set for the defenss of
the gospel. & model church is
“Clad in the whole armour of
{zod and takes the Sword of the
Spirit, it attacks all faise docts
rines, What a Model Chureh has:
1t had a converted membership.
Acte 3:19 Repent ye therefure,
and be converted; thut siny may
be blotted out, when the times of

32 Then:

refreshing shall come from the
presence of the Lord. It’s mem-
bers are new creatures in Christ.
2 Cor. 5:17 "“Thererore if any man
be in Christ, heisa new creature;
old things are paased away: be-
hold, all things are become new”’
It has leadership of vision and
zeal Prov, 29:18 “*Where there is
10 vision, the people perish.’”’ It
bas Unity and Fellowship. 1 Jnu.
1:7 "“But if we walk in the light,
as he is in the light we have fei-
lowebip one With another.”
What a Model Chureh Does,

It worships as it is Written. A
model church worships in “"Spirit
and in Truth. Jno. 4,24 God isa
Spirit; and they that worship
him must worship him in spirit
and in truth It’s worship is not
after the doctrines of men, thus
not Vain. Matt. 15:9 But in vain
they do worship me, teaching for
doctrines the commandments of

hrothrap ibatn o Gl chuaren—men' Fha Mcdel Chureh, the ons

ly one spoke of in the Bible,
prectices pure religion. Jamas
tells us in the first chapter of
James the 27 verze that Pure
religion and undefiled before God
and the Father ig this, To visit
the fatherless and Widows -in
their afflictions and to keep his
self unspotted from the world.

Let us study the Bible and
read of this Model Chuich and
not add to it ok take away from
inl

The simple believeth ‘every
word; but the prudeat man look-
eth well to his going, Prov. 14;
16.

GOSPEL MEETING

Efforts began Monday evening
(July 6) at B8;00 to eztablish a
eongregation of the church at
Koshkonong, Mo.

Bro. Walter Billingeley of
West Piains, Mo, will do the
preaching. Let’s get behind this
effort and help spread the Word
of God.

TRE BIBLE VERSUSTHE
DOCTRINESOF MEN

(Matthew 15;9, *'Butin vain
they do worship me teaching for
doetrinzs the commaudments of
men)

Error; Christ’sblood was not
shed for the whole world, but
only for the “elect’’. :

Bible: 1 John 2:2. ''And he
is the propitiation for our sins:
and not for ours only. but also
for the sins of the whole world.”

Error: ““We aresaved by the
blood of Christ before and with-
out obeying Him,"

Bible: Hebrsws 5:9, "And
being made perfect, he became
the autnor of eternal salvation to
gll them that obey him.”

Error; We do not need to be.
lieve the gospel in order to be
cleansed by the blood.’” -

Bible; Mark 16;16. *“Hethat
believeth not shall be damned.”

Error; “Wedo not need to
repént in order to be cleansed by
the blood."” ,

Bible; Lukel13;6 *'I tell you
nay but except ye repent, ye
ghall all likewise per sh.”

Error. ““We donot need

Contiaued on back page
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BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE

Marion Farley—Joneshoro, Ark.

The above caption would cause
one to immediately recognize the
truth in the maxim “Weil begun
is half done,’”” whether referencs
i3 made to things tempora! or
eternal.

In view of this fact, let us see
what is necessary to begin well
in temporal effairs.

Sometimes it is necessary to
tear down. Many old structures
are razed that a modern building
may be erected on the same site.

Then through the wisdom of
man, materiale, are gathersd to.
gether to form the superstricture
of the edifice, Great excavations
aremade that it mighthavea firm
foundation on which to rest. We
all underatand that without a
suitable foundation it wili be un-
able to stand the test of time.
Laborers become a factor in the
program. But all of this withoat
proper plass to be followed
would enly result in failure.

Now to make the spiritual ap
plication. Wnen we take upon us
the yeke of Christ, *“Oid things
pass away, sall things become
new.’” We crucify the old man of
sin, and when we come forth
from the watery grave of baptism
we rise to walk in newness of
life.

In the sixth chapter of Judges,
Gideon was required to tear down
his fathers Altars, befure he and
the Israelites, could worship Je.
hovah acceptably.

Prov. 24:3 states, ‘“‘Through
wisdom is an Louse builded and
by understanding’ it ie establish-
ed,”” It is not by man’s wisdom
that God’s spiritual kouse was
built or established, but by the
unerring wisdom of God, who
does all things well, Solomon
#aid ‘It is not in man that walks

to direct his steps.”’

Now our house is built upon
the “Rock of Ages’’: the sure
foundatian; The '‘Chief corner=
stone’’; Jesus Christ himself.
One who hears and does the say-
ings of Jesus, Is likened to @ man
whodigs deep and lays the found-
ation of his house upon solid rock,
which when the storms and wat-
ers came could rot be moved, be-
cause of the right foumdation.
But the persen who hears his
words and gives no heed, is com=
pared with the man who built up-
on the gand, who, when the
winds and floods came, suffered
great loss.

We are not wise when we rely
upon our earthly possessions, as
the rieh farmer in LK. 12, who
thought hls own resourcefulness
hud been the sole cause of his
bountiful harvest, exalting him-
self, forgetting that God said.
‘‘He that exalteth himself shall
be abased, but he that humbleth
himself shall be exalied,”’

This man seemed to have only
the immediate future in mind,
and not of eternity., the good
Christian Paul speaks in 1 Tim.
6;19 *“Laying up in stora for
themselves a good foundation
againat the time to come, that
they may lay hold on eternal
ife’’.

Our highest aim must be to
make proper preparation for the
fature, Jude 20 says ‘‘But ye be-
loved, building up yourselves on
your most holy faith,’”’

Jesus said "'Lay up for your-
selves treasures in Heaven where
moth and rust doth not corrupt,
and where thieves do not break
through and steal.”’

When we are ready to every
good work, visiting the sick; the
widows and aqrphans in their
hour cf need; assembling our-
selves together premptly on the

mm%

hour; being diligent in God’'s
work; theu it is that we are not
only buildipg ourseives wup, but
also the Chureh for whieh Christ
died, as is pictured in the followe
ing, Eph. 2-21 “In whom sll the
building fitly framed together
groweth unto an holy temple in
the Lord.” 1 Peter 2:5. “Ye also
as lively stones are built up a
spiritual house.”

EXCUSES FOR NOT ATTEND-
ING BIBLE CLASS

[1]. I work all week and need
to rest on Sunday. Why not rest
on Saturday or Monday? *‘Oh,
you don’t understand I have to
work on thcse days’”, Can you
afford to take a day that isn’t
yours and use it as you please?
Which is more importans..your
work, or the Lord’s work?

|2]. I don’t like the teacher.

Do you know of a perfect
person anywhere? Don’t you
think if all the class were pres-
ent each Sunday, with lessons
well prepared. ready to respond
and ceoperate in everv way that
even the teacher would be helped?

[3]. I don’t have time to study.
In.; the truest sense, do
you have jess8 time than the
others? Woald you want to bea
member of a church which had
no Bible School? W ould the chureh
here haveone if all the membees
did as you on the Lord’s day
morning?

[4]. The people are not friend-
ly anough.

Have you tried taking the
load in this matter and speak to
others first? Do you think some-
one might say the same thing
about you sometime? Even if
men do slight you, do you think
that juscifies you in slighting the
Lord and his work?

Continued on page b
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EDITORIAL

Mr. Boyd-E, M~rgan
P. O, Box 355
Mammoth Spring, Ark:
Dear Brother Morgan:

1t was nice indeed to receive
your Jattsr of June 18, 1953 in
which you wrote me, as you did
Brother R. H. Harber of Semi-
nole, with regard to the preogress
you and other Brethren bave
made regaraing the secaring of
the lots in' Viola for a church
building. Since receiving your
Ietter, however, I have talked
with you three times on the tele-
phone. ;

In as much as I plan to be eut
of town the most of next week,
attending a special series of lect-
ures at Central Christian College,
Bartlesvilie, Oklahoma, I thought
I wouid drop you a line bringing
you up to date with what infor-
mation I haveregarding the Viola
work. I am sorry indeed that it
was not possible for us to Irecure
the John Sherman lots for the
building. but at the price they
made of $1.000 for a tract ap
proximately 90' by 90’. it seems
there is nothing el:e te do other
than to deal with Mr. Jim De
Shazzo, who owns the G0’ strip
of land just North of the high-
way.

Brother Harber and I are very

—— m;"#—m-_ —
Fulton Counaty Gospe News hopeful that you will be able to

gat at least 150 or 160 feet of this
60 foot strip, even if you should
have to pay a little more in or-
der to get the extra 20 or 30 feet.
It is also our opinion that we
should offer to buy an additional
10 foot strip from Mr. and Mra.
Roe, who have offered to give
tne 30 foot strip just North of
the DeStazzo property. All whom
I have talked to regarding this
mattsr, urge that we should have
at least 100 feet front by at least

150 feet, This would give us am-"

ple parking space for a while at
least. I hope Mr, and Mrs. Roe
will consider letting us have the
additional 10 feet as it .will pe
badiy needed for the chureh
building in the future. We wouid
not ask them to give the extra 10
feet unless they really want to
do so, but would ba glad to pay
them what 18 reasonable. for this
extra tea foot strip, i
Another thing that has eccured
to me, Brother Morgan. and that
is that it might be well to lat the
buiiding front en the West and
not build it in the **L.”” shape in-
dicated in your letter. Instead of
making the vestibule, as you in-
dicated, you could have this in
the front of the building similiar
to the way the Salem church
building is situated and this
would give you room fora small
entrance or vestibule with a
small room on each side which
could be used for class -roomas I
regret very much to see us com-
plete & building for any congreg-
ation withoutany provision what-
ever being made to teach the
young people. We must depend
on these children jn future years
if the ehurch is to coutinue to
grow. We eannot expect them to
be well taught if they must stay
in the class with the older people
from the time they are school age

S —

until they are grown. I assure
you, Brother Morgan, that'I do
not want to get 1n an argument
with, or irritate any of the breth-
ren in that county, who may not
believe m separate classes for the
Young people., That would be bad
and det imental t) the eause in
Viola. I do believe, however, that
I have learned from 40 years ex-
perience with working with tbe
church bhere in Wewoka, and a
good deal of observation of con-
gregations round about that if
we do not make some provision
for teaching our young people in
some sort of a well planned Bible
sehool, or whatever you may
want to call 16, that we ,are not
going to be able to interest very
many of them, and we will eon-
tinue to let many of the young
people from Christian fomilies
go with their friends to “Sunday
Sehooi’”’ at donominational
churches, and by the time they
are growa up, we have lost from
50% to 75% of them. It cost so
mugh l€ss.to add at least two, if
Dot more, classrooms while the
building is being erected than it
would to add them later. I wish
You would discuss with Brother
Harber or someone who contems
Plates buiiding jor overseeing the
erection of the building, about
how much more it wozld cost to
add an additional twelve feet to
the builiing and then partition
off this twelve feet from the aud-
torium. put a partition in this
12x28. or whatever the width of
the building is. and make two
good class room in this way.

I believe that Brother Harber
and I wouid rather try to raise
some additional money, or all of
the additional cost, If necessary,
to have these class rooms erected
at the time the building is put up.
The point you mentioned on the
Continued on page 4



EDITORIAL—Cont. from page3

telephone the other day, Brother
Morgan, about adding the class
rooms at this time and making
the beilding more eXxpensive than
other congregationsin the county
have, is a good point and well put
but it seems to me there ougnt to
be enough brethren in Fulton
County, who know facts regard~
ing teaching of young ‘peopte as
they grow up, who will listen to
reason with regard to preparing
class rooms at the time the build-
Ing is erected. I am sure it is as
r};qﬂ“"“ﬂa_id the other day, that
many of 4he congregations in the
¢ounty have bulldings with ro
class room facilities, but just be-
cause most of them have made
the mistake of not preparing
slass roums when their buiidings
Were erected, I caa see no reas-
on that the congregation 2t Viola
ought to 2o ahead and make the
same mistake just because muny
« of the other congregations do not
bave these facilities, I be'ieve
You cou'd approach any of them
who make toe objection, in the
proper m nner and seli them on
the'ides of making the building
Just a lit le Jonger while it is be-
ing erected s0 z& to give room
for these class rooms. This ia es-
pecialiy true when we brethren
here in Oklahoma who have a
Bpecial interest in the work at
Viola, are making effort possible
to rajse as mush money for that
work as we possible can. I bee
iieve, if necessary, we would
rather pay ail of the additienal
cost of making the bulding
some 12 feet longer and placing
these two partitions necessary
to make the class rooms, than to
8see you erect the building with
just one large room similar to
thecne at Agnos. I have met
With them therea few times in

- e, e —
their new building and met with
them many times when they met
in tie old school house at Agnos,
and know when they were at-
tempting to have three or four
classesin the same room that it
was 80 disturbing that none of
the classes could getout of the
iessons What they should have,
We had that same thing here . in
Wewoka for many years. and I
think I know whereof I speak.
We purchased an old Presbyteri-
an church building here back in
1919 that had no rooms of any
sort except the main auditorium,
A few years Jater we spent $2 000
or $2,600 in putting in a bap—
tistry and adding two . class
rooms. This belped a great deal,
but was not sufficient. When
We built the new building in our
present iocation in 1929 we saw
to it that we had enough room
for nine or ten different classes,
None of us now would think of
going back to the old plan i® it
couid poseibly be avoided. I will
not argue this point _further,
Bro. Morgan, bat I think I know
we areright with regard to the
matter. You are on the ground
and of course whatever you
brethren decide to do, we will
go along with you and raise all
tlie money we ean to assist.

As already stated. however, I
believe that brethren who wili
bein on the ground floor of
making the plans should give
this matter of same class rooms
careful consideration, I wish
you would talk to Brother Joe H.
Blue about this matter. I shali
be glad to have you tell him our
views regardiag the class rooms.

I went to see Mr, W. E. Har.
ber. Presidentof the American
Natianal Bank in Shawnee,
Thureday afterncon of this week
He is a brother to Brother Hepry

Harber but is not a member  of
the church. He, with Henry
and other members of the family
lived in Viola a good many years
I told him what we were planning
to do and mentioned tnat- I
thought ke might want a part in
the erection of a building for the
church in Viola, He wrote mea
check for $250 and advised that
it it were necessary, and proba-
bly weuld bs, to raise
mouey later on, to let nim know
and he would help us sume more,
I thoughbt this was very consider-

ate of him. 1 appreciated his
contribution very much. I have
his chieck for $250, payable to

the Church of Christ, Viola, Ark.
When we get the other checks
ready ond vou get vour deal
ciosed on the lots, we will send
these checks to you for the use
of the congregation in Vicla.

In the event you should want
to get in touch with™ me npext
week you can call mec-0 Central
Christian College, Bartlesville,
Oklahoma. Wife and Iplan to
drivo to Bartiesville early Mon-
day morning, Jane 29 and ex-
pect toreach the college by 9 a.m.
Barclesville is about 150 or 160
miles from Wewoka, just a litile
East of North of here.

Isure hope you will be akle Sto
get the deal closed for the prop-
erty before you leave for your
meetiog, which [ believe you say
will be about Thursday or Fri..
day of next week, We will re-
turn to Wewoka late -Friday af-
ternoon of July 3. Iam hoping
they have agood crowd and good
services at Morriston where Bro,
Joe H. Blue lives, this coming
Sunday I hope your announce.
ments there wlthregard to the
Viola work ghall reach and inter-
est a good many people,

Wishing you much success in

Continued on page 5
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EXCUSES.. Cont. ftom page 2

[5]. I intended to bat some.
thing came up.

Something, of course, might
happen that would make it im-
possible for us to attend, bat too
often little things keep us away.
Would that same thing keep you
away from your work? As long
a8 We live things will come up,
Has it occurred to youlthat some-
thing is coming up at the JUDG
MENT too?

(At the judgment, will you
give the Lord the mame excuses
that you offer now? Better read
Matt. 7:21-23 before you decide.
My heart bleads to see 80 many
who claim to be Christians just
Wasting away this time of oppor-
tunity and serv{ce. tofinally wind
up in hell. Please be faithtul.)

s

EDITORIAL. .Cont from page 4

|\ pleting the arrangements for the
Viola property and the meetizgs
you aresoon to hold,I am
Your Brather In Christ,
T. E. Burch

Editor’s Note._The church at
Agnos now has class rooms. It
is my belief that Bro, Burch has
t0 ably argued this point that it
needs nothing added to it,

Since this letter I have had
one telephone conversation with
~ibim and received one letter, The

letter contuined [checks as fol.

| lows:

Seminole. Oklahema Church of
£00.00

hrist
‘ewoksa, Oklahoma
urch of Christ
W. E. Harber, Shawnee,
( Dklahoma

500.00

250.00

$1,250.00
These checks have been de-
ogited in the Salem bank in the
ffola Church of Christ building

—

—— -
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fund, May God bless these who
have o generously supplied our
need. We will build ® bullding
in Viola eontaining two vr more
clagsrooms. The lot described
was purchssed July 1 from Mr.
Deshazz> and Mr. and Mrs. Ba.
this Roe donated the 40° request-
ed. May Ged bless all who have
had a part in this work,

In a moeting at Mammoth
Spring the last night of June tho
Mammoth brethren set aside
$500 for the Viola work. Moten
has a[ready set aside $100. Oth-
er churches are considering at
this writing how much they can
do. At present we have approx.
$2500 in view. Now is the time
brethren. Let us go all out.
Here at Mammoth we have a full
budget and it is only by sacrific-
ing that we can do this extra
burden. But we wili do it, the
Lord’s willing There are enough
brethren in the country who sre
willing to sacrifice that we un-
dertake this task with no mis-
givings,

Let’s build the best
possible with our means, Your
generogity will make it more
commaodious, moere atcractive
more influential, more wusefulj
Thiok how you wilf enjoy know-
ing that you had a part in eutab-
lishing the cause in a community
where it did not exist. The last
Sunday in June we bad 40 pres-
ent at services. Watch It grow
as souls learn that there is a dif-
ference. When you set your
figure turn it over in your mind
and eee if you can’t add from
$50 to $100. The money will not
be wasted, but wiil be carefully
used for the purpose given. Get
busy and mail your check to
Bro, Len McCarty at Viols or to
us here at Mammoth. Make all
checks payable to Church of

building

Personal
in

Christ, Viola, Ark.
contributions may be made
the same way.

Not only sre we working but
the group at Viola is working
also, Bunday, July 12 has been
set agide by them as the day for
their special contributions, This
morning Bro. M. C. Ragsdale
and I were callers there and saw
a check made out from Bro. Lon
McCarty for $50 for this occas-
ion, Itnas not been long since
he contributed $100 for the same
purpose at Crossroads,

Socon we will be breaking
ground for this church building.
Remember the need, and do
something cow. Should you see
you can do a little now and a
littlein a month. two months,
three menths, pl=ase advise us.
building will be built according

to what we can do. Let us help
Viola now and some day Viola
will be helpingus'as we plant
the gospel elsewhere.

Remember this labor in yourl
prayers also. May God bless

you. Theank God algo ror those
who are helping us as we gather
up the neceseary funds and
count the cost. The Oklahoma
brethren have been helpful not
only financially but have been a
great Inspiration and encourage«
ment, SO HAVE YOU.

Isn’t it Strange that those who
spend all their money on food
and elothing don’t care to have
their funeralina grocery stere
or clothing store or those who
spend it allon an eutomobile
Wouldn’t want it in a garage.
Those who spend it in a theatre
would never have it there either,
Can’t you get the moral?

[ o
e
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NEWS
Dear Bro, Morgan:”

Enclosed find check which is
Wheeling church’s small contri-
bution ro efforts ana expense of
meeting at Viola,

We are much pleased with
your labor in the work at Vioia
and your deep interest and zeal
in spreading the gospeal through-
out the county.

Wishing you e3ntinued sueccess
in all your labor and the very
best personal regarcs to you and
your family,

Sincarely and Bretherly Yours,

Tom Cone

The following check was sent
after iast months paper had gone
to press., We thavk tne fulks at
Wheeling for their faliowship in
this expense. The check was for
$26.00 and was pgiven to Bro.
Morgan together with a echeck
for $25.00 from Mammotrh Spring
1o cover travel expenses during
the meeting and to cover ‘expen.
_Bes since incurred in transacting
business at Viola. Thanks for
brethern who realize that it
takes money to ecarry on any
worthwhile prosram. These make
more work possible,

elcome Hill:

Bro, Hartsel is in a meeting
here July 1—12. We hope for
every success, \/ealgoinvite you
tolall our gervices. Bible study
each Wednesday evening st 8 P,
M.; Sunday morning st 19, A.
M. and preaching st 11. Bro, C.
H. Cavin preaches the 1st Sun.:
Bro. Marvin Ed Berry the 2nd,
and Bro. Ira G. Woodward the
4th. :

: ey

Send in your newa,

Extra copies of this paper will
be left at Bro. Virgil Boler's shoe
store in Mammoth Spring.

R 1 ) My

= i

‘\1ammoth Sormg,

Bro. L. N. Moody of Oak and
Main Streets Church in Jones-
boro.Ark, will begin a meeting
here with us Jaly 15. This meet-
ing will continue over two Sun-
days. Bro. Moody is u very able
preacher and we invite you to
come out and hear him. Services
will be condueted under the Tent,
and will begin each evening at 8
P. M.

The Wheeling Mesting will be
2in August 12 with Bro. Paul
Keller duing the preaching.

Bro. Frank Pueckett is in a
meeting at Salem. It began July-
5 and wii! continue 10 days,

Bro. Frank Gould of Poea
hontas will begin a mesting at
Heart the third Junday in Jaly.

Bro. J. A, McNutt of Memphis,
Tenn. conducted a meeting at
Libarty Hill beginning June 2

The Meeting at Brandsville,
Mo resulted in three baptisms,
and one has been restored since,
Bre. Hilburn is preaching for
them regularly.

Five weére baptized
Thayer meeting,

Five were baptized at Uuion
Hill.

Two were restored at Hardy,

Four were baptized in the
meeting just closed at Moten.

One wag restored
regular services since the meet.
ing.

Oar Loed promised that hie
word would not return unto’him
void, We are so very thankful
for those eincere souls who havs
ing learned the will of God have
the courage to do it,

in the

Bro. Ira G. Woodward was
operated on in Memphis, July 1.
We look for him back home about
Jualy 10, He has a ruptured ecide

at Viola at

froim a previous appendicitis ope
eration, fle is in the Baptist hos.
pital at this writing,

THE BIBLE VERSUSTHE
DOCTRINE ot MEN

Continued frompago 1
confess Cnrist in order for the
blood to save us.” ;

Bible; Rom. 10:9 '‘If thou
shalt confess with thy. mouth the
Liord Jesus. and shait believe in
thine beart that God hath raised
him from tne dead. tnou shalt be

gavad.”
Error; We may have our
hearts sprinkred from an evil

coneclence and cleansed by the
blood without haviwg bur bodies
washed with the waters of baps
tism,‘l’

Bible: Heb. 10:22 * **Let us
draw near with a true heart in
Tull assurance of faith, having
our hearts sprinkled " from an
evil comselence and our bodies
washed with pure water.”’

Error: “Cleansing is uncon.
¢itional, 1f done by she b) cod of
Christ,

Bible; 1 John 1:7 *“But if we
walk in the light 33 heis in the
light, we have fellowship ong
with another, andthe bicod of
Jesus Christ his son cleanseth ua
from all sin "

The story was to!d that when
the neigkborhood church caught
fireune of the men who had never
attended church came to help

save the building. Thepreacher

seeing the man, remarked “*This
is the first time that you have
ever been o church.’”’ Where-
upon the manreplied. '‘Yes, and
this is the first time that this
church has ever been op fire.’”



