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You Cannot Become A Christian
By Praying To God or Christ!

(Part Two)

What Does "Calling On The Name Of The Lord" Mean?
by Ted J. Clarke

Review

Last month's article discussed the most
common way that people are told to be
saved, namely, by praying the "sinner's
prayer.” Religious tracts written by some
well known religious evangelists and
circulated by a large number of denomi-
nations teach this practice. One can also
hear this encouraged by radio and T.V.
preachers, as though the Bible teaches
it so plainly that everyone ought to accept
it without question. However, we pointed
out last month that there is not a single
verse in the New Testament which com-
mands this practice, there is no example
of it, nor is there any implication that
people in the Bible became Christians
by so doing! No one was ever told to
pray a "sinner's prayer” in order to become
a child of God. We showed that Scrip-
tures commonly used to support the
"sinner's prayer” do not even deal with
the issue. Luke 18:13 is talking about
people who were already children of
God under the law of Moses; John 1:12
does not even discuss prayer; and Reve-
lation 3:20 is talking to people who were
already Christians in the church at
Laodicea, not mentioning prayer either.
The "sinner's prayer” is an invention of
men who choose to ignore what God's
word really says one must do to become
a Christian. Such doctrines will cause
the destruction of those who make them
and those who believe and practice
them (Matthew 15:9, 13-14).

Most religious tracts and books which
teach the "sinner's prayer” as the way to
salvation also use Romans 10:13 to sup-
port this popular idea. The apostle Paul
says, "For whosoever shall call upon the
name of the Lord shall be saved.” Sup-
posedly, this means to call upon the name
of the Lord by praying the sinner's prayer.
Several things show us that this is not
what Paul was teaching by this passage.

First, Paul nowhere connected calling
on the name of the Lord with the "sinner's
prayer.” He did not command it nor
practice it. Second, in Paul's letter to
the Romans he clearly shows what he
expected them to have done and what
others must do to be saved. In Romans
1-3 he demonstrates to them that all
people (Jews and Gentiles) are guilty of
sin, which will cause them to be lost
eternally without salvation in Christ
(Romans 1:16-17; 3:23). In chapters 4-5
he emphasizes the necessity of faith in
Christ. In chapter 6 he connects this faith
with baptism in the new birth, showing
that through God's grace we die to sin,
are buried with Christ in baptism, and
rise to walk "Iin newness of life” (a new
birth - John 3:3-5) [Romans 6:1-5]. See
also Paul's teaching in Galatians 3:26-27,
that we become God's children because
we have through faith been baptized into
Christ, having "put on Christ” in that act
of obedience. It is with this background
that Paul speaks in Romans 10:9-10 of
confessing Christ as Lord and believing
with the heart unto salvation. His ad-
monition to "call upon the name of the
Lord" to be saved includes obedience
to demands of the gospel, for Paul says
in verse 16, "But they have not all
obeyed the gospel.” Paul mentions faith,
confession, and baptism as the way to
this salvation (see verses above), but he
does not mention any "sinner's prayer,”
either in Romans or elsewhere.

Third, consider what Paul himself did
in obeying the gospel and having his sins
forgiven. There are three accounts of this
in Acts 9, 22, 26. Since Paul was to be
apostle to the Gentiles, it was necessary
that the Lord appear to him perscnally
(Acts 26:14-18). Still, the Lord did not
tell Paul specifically what to do to be
saved, except to go into Damascus where
he would be told "what thou must do”
(Acts 9:6). The Lord sent Ananias to tell

Paul what he "must do" (Acts 22:12-16).
Even though the Lord told Ananias that
Saul (Paul) was praying (Acts 9:11), He
did not tell Ananias to tell Paul to pray
the "sinner's prayer” and invite Jesus into
his heart. Paul's prayer was in indication
of his faith and repentance, but he was
not yet a Christian for his sins were not
forgiven. We know that because Ananias
(a man sent by the Lord) told him, "And
now why tarriest thou? arise, and be bap-
tized, and wash away thy sins, calling on
the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16). Please
notice that Paul was "calling on the
name of the Lord" in rising and being
baptized, not in saying the popular
"sinner's prayer" which is encouraged
today. Paul's statement that "whosoever
shall call on the name of the Lord shall
be saved" was also made out of his own
conversion experience. Was Paul a sinner?
Yes. Was he praying? Yes. However that
was not the manner in which his sins
were forgiven and he became a Chris-
tian. Surely it is significant that neither
the Lord nor Ananias (whom the Lord
sent) told Paul to pray the “sinner's
prayer.” Paul's faith and repentance were
necessary before his baptism, but it was
in his obedience in rising to be baptized
that the Lord washed away his sins. His
forgiveness was not just based on his bap-
tism, for without faith and repentance
baptism means nothing. But it is in the
act of faith in being baptized that one calls
upon the name of the Lord to forgive one's
sing, and the Lord honors His promise to
do that. Why is it that men today cannot
just preach and teach these things from
God's own word, instead of making up
substitutes like the "sinner’s prayer"?

S \dditional Seri

For further evidence of what it means
to “call upon the name of the Lord,” con-
gider the following. First, notice that
the apostle Peter uses this same phrase
in Acts 2:21 as he quotes from the Old
Testament prophecy of Joel. Acts 2 is
the first gospel sermon in the name of
Christ and Peter here tells men for the
first time what to do to have sins forgiv-
en in the name of Christ. After telling
his audience that "whosoever shall call

(Continued on page 2)
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on the name of the Lord shall be saved,”
Peter tells them how they may call on
the name of the Lord. He first gives them
a sermon on why they should have faith
in Christ, telling them that they could
"know assuredly” (or believe with all confi-
dence) that God made Jesus "both Lord
and Christ" (verses 22-36). When the hear-
ers expressed their faith in verse 37, as
they asked "what shall we do?", Peter
told them, "Repent, and be baptized
everyone of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission (forgiveness)
of sins, and you shall receive the gift of
the Holy Ghost.” Please recall that this
is also what Paul was taught when he
obeyed the gospel, as well as what he
taught to be the meaning of calling on
the name of the Lord in his letter to the
Romans. Notice too that when the Jews
on Pentecost asked, "What shall we do?"
Peter did not tell them to pray the
"sinner's prayer” and invite Jesus to
come into their hearts! The most obvi-
ous reason why Peter did not tell them
that was because it is not the way the
Lord chose to save mankind. Peter was
an inspired man and he told them what
the Lord directed him to preach. Peter
told them they could be saved by calling
on the name of the Lord and then told
them what it means to call on His name.
We cannot call on the name of the Lord
today unless we call on Him according
to His will! Are you going to listen to
the commands of men or to the Lord?
Second, the exact same phrase "shall
be saved” was used by Jesus Himself in
giving the Great Commission in Mark

16:16, when He said, "He that believeth
and is baptized ghall be saved; but he
that believeth not shall be damned." Who
is it that "shall be saved"? "He that be-
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved."
Who did the apostles Peter and Paul say
"shall be saved"? "Whosoever shall call
on the name of the Lord shall be saved."
In comparing the two phrases, it becomes
obvious that "whosoever shall call on the
name of the Lord" is equal to "he that
believeth and is baptized." When one "calls
on the name of the Lord,” one will express
faith and be baptized in His name. This
is the way in which a non-Christian
ginner calls on the name of the Lord for
forgiveness of sins and becomes a Chris-
tian, not in saying the "sinner's prayer."
Conclusjon

One might be a sincere non-Christian
and pray the suggested "sinner's prayer,”
thinking that he has been forgiven of his
sins because false teachers have led him
to believe erroneously that this is God's
way. However, one's sincerity does not
change the truth of God's word. No one
was ever saved and became a New Testa-
ment Christian by saying the "sinner's
prayer.” Psalm 145:18 reminds us, "The
Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon
Him, to all that call upon Him in
truth.” When you call upon Him through
the doctrines and commandments of men
He does not honor that ealling, for it is not
according to His truth. We are sanctified
by God's truth (John 17:17). Those who
say the "sinner’s prayer” will save the non-
Christian are not speaking God's truth!

[Our final lesson in this series will dis-
cuss other cases of conversion in the book of
Acts to see what role prayer had in the sal-
vation of Lydia and Cornelius. Were these
people told to pray the sinner's prayer? We
will also discuss the place of prayer for
Jorgiveness in the life of a Christian.]

Training Our Children
To Worship God

by Ben F. Vick, Jr.

Isaac asked his father, Abraham,
"Behold the fire and the wood: but where
is the lamb for a burnt offering?” (Gen.
22:7). This inquiry was made as Abraham
and Isaac journeyed to the place where
the latter was to be offered by the former.
The exact age of Isaac is unknown. How-
ever, he was old enough to carry the wood
for the offering (Gen. 22:8). It should be
of note that Isaac knew something about
what was involved in worshiping God.
Evidently, he had observed his father as

the family worshiped God under the Pa-
triarchal dispensation. This shows the
importance of children learning how to
worship God. Children, as well as some
adults, must be taught how to worship
God.

Solomen, the wisest of the ages, except
for our Lord, wrote, "Train up a child in
the way he should go: and when he is old,
be will not depart from it” (Prov. 22:6). The
word "train" means, literally, "to narrow”;
figuratively, it means "to initiate or disci-
pline.” Abraham did this. God said of him,
"For I know him, that he will command his
children and his household after him, and
they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do
justice and judgment; that the Lord may
bring upon Abraham that which he hath
spoken of him" (Gen. 18:19). The word
"child" spans the years from infancy to
maturity. The expression "in the way he
should go" means a course of life or mode
of action. Parents need to discipline their
children to follow the Lord's way. This is
done both by precept and example. When
this is obeyed, children will not turn from
the Lord. This is the rule, but there may
be exceptions to the rule. They should
be brought up in the nurture and admo-
nition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4). If that is
the meaning, we know that there have
been some exceptions to the rule.

A knowledge of how to worship Ged is
not inborn. Though the capacity to wor-
ship God exists in the hearts of everyone
who has reached the age of acecuntability,
all must still be taught how to worship
God. Jesus said, "But the hour cometh,
and now is, when the true worshippers
shall worship the Father in spirit and in
truth:.for the Father seeketh such to
worship him. God is a Spirit: and they
that worship him must worship him in
spirit and in truth" (Jno. 4:23-24). The
writer of Hebrews said, "Wherefore we
receiving a kingdom which cannot be
moved, let us have grace, whereby we
may serve God acceptably with rever-
ence and godly fear:" (Heb. 12:28). One
learns how to worship God by both in-
structions and examples.

Children, as well as adults, need to
understand that when we worship God,
we are in the presence of God. Moses
was in the presence of God at the burn-
ing bush (Ex. 3:1-6). God appeared to
Israel at smoking, shaking Sinai (Ex. 19,
20). The Psalmist said, "God is greatly to
be feared in the assembly of the saints,
and to be had in reverence of all them
that are about him" (Psa. 89:7). The
prophet Habakkuk wrote, "But the Lord
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is in his holy temple: let all the earth
keep silence before him" (Hab. 2:20). At
the dedication of the temple we read,
"And it came to pass, when the priests
were come out of the holy place, that
the cloud filled the house of the Lord, So
that the priests could not stand to min-
ister because of the cloud: for the glory
of the Lord filled the house of the Lord"
(I Kings 8:10-11).

Children cannot learn how to worship
if they are not in the worship services.
Children were to observe the commemo-
ration of the Passover. Moses wrote, "And
it shall come to pass, when your children
shall say unto you, What mean ye by this
service? That ye shall say, It is the sacri-
fice of the Lord's passover, who passed
over the houses of the children of Israel
in Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians,
and delivered our houses. And the people
bowed the head and worshipped” (Ex.
12:26-27). In the repeating of the law,
Moses said, "And Moses commanded
them, saying, At the end of every seven
years, in the solemnity of the year of re-
lease, in the feast of tabernacles, When
all Israel is come to appear before the
Lord they God in the place which he ghall
choose, thou shalt read this law before all
Israel in their hearing. Gather the people
together, men and women, and children,
and thy stranger that is within thy gates,
that they may hear, and that they may
learn, and fear the Lord your God, and ob-
serve to do all the words of this law: And
that their children, which have not known
any thing, may hear, and learn to fear the
Lord your God, as long as ye live in the
land whither ye go over Jordan to possess
it" (Deut. 31:10-13). For further contem-
plation along this line consider these
passages: Joshua 8:34-35; II Chron. 20:13;
31:18; Ezra 8:21; Neh. 12:43; Matt. 21:15.

Some Suggestions For Teaching
Our Children How to Worship

1. Begin in the home. Teach them to be
quiet and listen when the word of
God is being read. Teach them to bow
their heads during prayer. Turn off
distraction, like the radio or televi-
sion, during prayers and worship,

2. Take them to the restroom before
services begin.

3. Do not allow them to run in the aisles
or run1 up and down between the pews.

4. Have them sit beside you until they
have proven that they can behave.
When my feet would not touch the
floor as I was sitting down, I would
want to swing my legs. Mother did
not allow that.

worth.

5. Do not let them crawl on the floor or
under the pew during services.

6. Leave the toys, especially noisy ones,
in the car. Bring paper and crayons
or pencils for the little ones. Do not
let them color or write in the song
books or Bibles.

7. Do not allow them to talk aloud
during the services. That means you,
as a parent, must not talk aloud or
whisper loudly. I think some adults
and children have learned to whisper
at a sawmill or while the vacuum
cleaner was running.

8. Face the front. Discourage your chil-
dren from "rubbernecking" to see
what is going on behind them. That
means you must set the example.

9 If you are late (and some are invaria-
bly s0), do not come bursting through
the doors during the middle of a
prayer, Scripture reading, song, or
other act of worship. Wait until there
i3 a pause, then come in quietly and
be seated.

10. Do not leave until the congregation
is dismissed.

11. Sometimes it is necessary to take a
child out of the assembly for disci-
plinary purposes, but such occasions
should never be joyous. I well remem-
ber my mother's having carried a
leather belt in her purse and having
put it to good use on a few occasions.
The board of education applied to
the seat of knowledge does wonders
for conduct.

12. Children should not be allowed to
play when they are taken out of the
worship services. I have heard that
some parents will allow their children
to play in the foyer or hall while ser-
vices are being conducted. That is
not teaching them to worship God.

Parents, but especially mothers,
have a big task in teaching children how
to worship properly. There are times, no
doubt, when a mother has asked herself,
"Why did I even try to go to worship

¥ this morning?” But remember, your con-

sistent efforts will pay rich dividends.
"And let us not be weary in well doing:
for in due season we shall reap, if we
faint not" (Gal. 6:9).

4915 Shelbyville Road
Indianapolis, IN 46237

No distance of place or lapse of time
can lessen the friendship of those who
are thoroughly persuaded of each other’s
- Robert Southey

NO SLEEP - NO NARCOTICS

by Brett Johnason

Have you ever been in a lot of pain -
long, agonizing pain - just wishing it
would go away? Every minute seems
like ten. It consumes all your thoughts.
Imagine that the doctor tells you that
there is nothing he can do for the pain.
You cannot go to sleep. You cannot get
relief from drugs. And you will always
have it until you die. Imagine your
panic! Now imagine your panic when he
tells you... vou will never die!

There are no narcotics in hell, no an-
esthetics; there is no sleep, no way to get
away from the pain! The pain won't stop!
You can't even escape by death! We don't
like to think about hell, and that is under-
standable. I personally don't like to think
about things that might cause me psin,
and most other people don't, either. But
there are times when we would save our-
selves and others some grief if we did.
"And others save with fear, pulling them
out of the fire; hating even the garment
spotted by the flesh,” (Jude 23).

Many of our squeemish brethren dis-
approve of the "hell-fire and brimstone”
preaching that was so typical of the church
years ago. But the Bible recommends,
even commands, this kind of preaching in
some cases. I'm afraid that the mores and
Tules we make up about what is and is not
acceptable teaching semetimes condemn
Jesus Christ himself, Jesus taught about
hell. He described it in vivid detail. And
He spoke very plainly about who would
be there, and why, regardless of who He
might "offend" and "run off.”

"Fear, even trembling, is good for us.
"Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but
now much more in my absence, work out
your own salvation with fear and trem-
bling.” (Phillippians 2:12).

I Corinthians 9:25-27 describes the
Christian race nicely: "And every man
that striveth for the mastery is temperate
in_all things. Now they do it to obtain a
corruptible crown; but we an incorrupti-
ble. I therefore so run, nol as uncertginly;
8o fight I, not as one that beaieth the air:
But I keep under my body, and bring it
into subjection: lest that by any means,
when I have preached to others, I myself
should be a castaway.” No, Paul wasn't
"running scared” of hell; though, he did
fear it. He was using it as part of his
motivation to help him run the race...
and it worked! Can't we do the same?

2802 Woodland Hills East
Columbia, SC 29210
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THE GOSPEL PREACHER
by Louis Mahaffey

"Knowing therefore the terror of the
Lord, we persuade men.."” 2 Cor. 5:11.
The fear of the Lord has become an out-
dated topic. We listen as older members
speak of the days when hell, fire and
brimstone spewed from the pulpits across
the land. These days we have seminars
instead of gospel meeting, since many of
our meetings have become discouraging
for brethren. The harvest is not the
same as in days gone by.

In 2 Cor. 5:9-11 the apostle is talking
about the judgment, Christ on the throne,
and rewards and punighments. The fas-
cinating word in verse eleven, for me, is
the word persuade. Paul says he knows
about the terror of not being prepared
to stand before Christ. And then he says
he uses this fact to persuade men! Maybe
we have been putting the cart before the
horse. It seems the apostles first preached
about hell-fire and then preached grace,
mercy and love. Today, we preach grace,
mercy and love, while ignoring the doc-
trine of hell. My daddy called it milktoast
preaching. My daddy was a wise man.

108 Meade
Lincoln, AR 72744

It doesn't matter where we pray,

If we honestly mean the words we say,
For God is always listening to hear,
The prayers that are made by a heart

that's sincere.
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Church of Christ, Viola, Ar. ... $15.00
Church of Christ, Bakersfield, Mo. .......... 25.00
Moko Church of Christ, Salem, Ar. ........ 25.00
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Mammoth Spring, Ar.
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Clarkridge, Ar.
Church of Christ, Garfield, Ar. ................. 35.00
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West Plains, Mao.
Franklin Church of Christ, Franklin, Ar. ... 75.00
Moody Church of Christ ... 25.00
West Plains, Mo.
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25.00

Jack Winkler, Litde Rock, Ar. ..................

Merel Buckingham, Tavares, Fl. ........... 10.00
Johnie Scaggs, Peace Valiey, Mo. ......... 10.00
The Phillips, Bartlet, Tn. ....cccecervrreenceenenn. 10,00
Floyd Gentle, Tupelo, Ms. ..........cccccce..... 5.00

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Woe deeply appreciate all of our readers.
Your letters are what keep us going at
times. As long as we feel that we are pro-
viding a valuable service for those who
recsive the Fulton County Gospel News
we will do our best to keep publishing it.
The Church of Christ at Mammoth Spring
has printed this paper for 41 years begin-
ning this January. The brethren here have
sacrificed time and money to keep it circu-
lating without cost or obfigation o those
who receivs it. We have bean greatly assist-
ed by those churches and individuals which
financially support this wotk, some on a
monthly basis and others when they have
the ability and means to do so. We are
sending out about 8500 copies of the paper
each month. Thank You So Much For
Your Willing Assistance!

Postage prices have soared for periodi-
cals such as Fulton County Gospel News.
There has been a thitly percent increase in
the last year. This January the rates in-
creased 20%. In order to cut costs for
mailing we are asking that you notify us if
you are receiving the paper and do not want
it; # you are receiving two copies or more
that you do not need; and please notify us if
you have a change of address due to imple-
menting the 911 emergency system in your
area, if your present address is incorrect, or
if you are moving. It costs us 50¢ each time
we get an address correction from the Post
Office and we receive from 50 to 100 each
month. We want to mail the paper to you,
it you want it, and we want you to feel free
to submit names of those whom you be-
liove will read it. We will continue to do
this without charge or obligation as long
as wse are able to do so. Remember to
send those changes of address to us!
Thank yous.

Ted J. Clarke, Editor

THE LORD HAD ALREADY CALLED

A call came on Sunday morning: “Tell
mother not to go to worship this morning;
we are coming."” But mother went right on
to Bible study and worship anyway. The
daughter was furious when she arrived
and no one was home to meet her. She
said, 'T called you and told you that I was
coming and you went to worship
anyway..." The mother replied, "I'm sorry,
dear, but the Lord had already called.”

"He that loveth father or mother more
than me is not worthy of me: and he that
loveth son or daughter more than me is
not warthy of me. And he that taketh not
his cross, and followeth after me, is not
worthy of me” (Matt. 10:37-38).

- Steve Snider

GOD'S PLAN OF SALVATION

1. Hearing the word of God (Romans
10:17; Acts 16:32).

. Believing what is taught (Mark

16:16; Hebrews 11:6).

Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3;

Acts 17:30).

. Confession [Romans 10:9, 10; Acts

8:37).

Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; 1

Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3, 4).

. After the above five steps, faithful
Christian Living ([ Peter 2:11, 12;
Revelaton 2:10).

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST

. The Bible is its only guide [Romans
1:16; I Thess. 2:13}.

. Wears a Biblical Name (Romans

16:16).

. Established at the right place

{Isaiah 2:2,3; Acts 2].

. Established at the right time (Joel

2:28-32; Acts 2).

. Established on the right person

(Matthew 16:18; Acts 2:386).

Saved are in it (Ephesians 5:23;

Acts 2:47).

Its members are enrolled in heaven

{Hebrews 12:23).

. Membership in it is obtained by
cbedience to God's commands in-
cluding baptism {Acts 2:41-47; 1
Corinthians 12:13).
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