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The Scar Is Still There

By Eddy Giipin

In conversing with a young man who
recently returned from a California trip
by bus, the aunthor inquired about some
of the people encountered by this traveler.
There was a2 motley assortment of individ-
uals with diverse backgrounds, varying
lifestyles, and aimless destinations. How-
ever, there was one traveler in particular
whose story is worth repeating because of
the lesson involved.

As the bus was departing from San
Francisco, this particular young man took
a seat next to a young lady and they began
to talk. During the course of their conver-
sation religion was mentioned. The two
hegan to speak of their religious back-
grounds and affiliations, The voung lady
had once been a member of the “Church
of Satan,” She told him that during initia-
tion ceremonies a permanent mark was
placed upon each new member. She pulled
up her sleeve to reveal a hideous scar
that was her status symbol in that partic-
ular cult. In concluding the account the
young man said: “I'm glad to say that she
is no longer a member of that particular
organization. But, the scar is still there.”

In listening to this story and thinking
of its implications, I began to realize how
horrible this principle is - “‘the scar is still
there.”’

How many are the alcoholics that no
longer imbibe the spirits, yvet nonetheless
bear the mark of vears of indulgence?
Their lives have been shortened in quantity
and cheapened in quality. Their families
have likewise paid the price for many
drunken stupors. Although many have
severed the bond of alcoholic rule, the
price continues to be paid - “the scar is
still there.””

Countless are the wasted minds and
ruined lives devastated by drug abuse.
Being a part of the “in crowd’ has
hastened many deaths and ravaged many

homes. The untold millions of dollars
spend on restraint and rehabilitation
could have been used for so much good if
America’s love for pseudo-happiness
could only have been diverted. Although
many transcend the tryvanny of drug
dependence, the danger is always around,
much damage has already been done, the
price is still being paid, and ‘‘the scar is
still there.”

The use of tobacco products in this
country is a staggering phenomenon. Al-
though warnings accompany each pur-
chase, statistics envelope each user, and
testimonies abound from  terminal
patients. America continues to puff, chew,
and dip. The evidence continues to mount
against this deadly habit. Many are the
men who rise from tobacco-induced
cancer surgery, only to reach for the
cause of their suffering once again. How-
ever, there are many who have “kicked
the habit.”” But the lasting effects are still
prevalent - the shortness of breath, the
quickened heart rate, the ecancerous
weapon which could detonate at any
instant. “The scar is still there.”

Innumerable are the abortions, ill-pre-
pared and hastened marriages, and broken
homes because of the immorality preva-
lent in today’s society. The laws of God
are today hidden as immoral practices
come to the forefront of openness. The
investigative light of the world grows ever
more dim as the once seldom mentioned
practices of yestervear demand and ob-
tain the spotlight of today’s permissive
society. Bitter will be the harvest when
America reaps what her wantonness has
sown. Although the world could possibly
be healed, sad generations to follow shall
look back with remorse as they discover
that “the scar is still there.”

Divorce and remarriage is another
issue which must be faced and dealt with
Biblically. God’s law of “one man for one

woman for life” has been trodden under
foot of men so much that it is almost a
forgotien command in this nation. It is a
fact of history that 19 of 22 civilizations
collapsed when they reached the degree
of moral degradation at which America
now stands. Although the unprecedented
ratic of cone divorce for every two marri-
ages might he improved in years to come,
society has suffered greatly, the law of
God has been maligned, precious souls
have been lost - “the scar is still there.”

The teaching of organic and/for theistic
evolution as fact is another arvea for which
man must answer to God. These damnable
doctrines rob the Almighty of power, holi-
ness, and honor. Such blatant contradice-
tion of Holy Writ has left this nation with
little respect for and even less adherence
to the word of God. Such ungodliness by
those who “drink iniquity like water”
will not go unpunished {Gal. 6:7,8). The
teachings and acceptance of evolution have
made their marks on the world. Even if
evolution could be blotted out of every
texthook today, the damage has been done
- “the scar is still there,”

The $10 billion a year business of
pornography is but another wound from
which this nation has suffered and will
suffer repercussion. The affect of porno-
graphy in the role of violenit crimes is
within itself a tragedy which should war-
rant this country’s attention, The images
which pornographic material sear into the
unguarded subconscious during the emo-
tionally-heightened moments of indul-
gence are not soon forgotten. Such vulgar
matter cheapens the God-given desires of
man and wife, relegates marriage to the
level of an option for the fulfilling of such
desires, and defiles the purity and position
of the divine “‘one flesh” concept and
command. Although one’s desire for and
involvement in such godless practices may
cease, his conscience has still been seared,
his morals have already been effected, the
wound has been made, and “‘the scar is
still there,”

Sin, in whatever ugly form it takes,
always leaves a scar. Although the guilt
can be removed through obedience to
God, the consequences may still be felt.
The Bible declares: “Be not deceived;
God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap. For he

(Cantinued on page two)



Page 2

FULTON COUNTY GOSPEL NEWS

FULTON COUNTY GOSPEL NEWS

. is a monthly publication distri-
buted free of charge to any who care
to receive it, We will be happy to add
any names to the regular mailing list.
If you send in a name be SURE to
include the ZIP CODE. It must be
with each address according to the
Postal regulations. This paper is
supported by unsolicited contributions
for which we are grateful. If you care

to know the financial status and
expenses, that information will be
furnished upon request. Mail all

address corrections to:
FULTON COUNTY GOSPEL NEWS
P, 0. Box 2351
Mammeth Spring, AR 72554
EDITOR cowva s cvwana Eddy Gilpin
Publication No. 211780

The Scar Is Still There

{Caontinued from page one)

that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh
reap corruption ..." (Gal. 6:7.8). Paul
declared that “the wages of sin is death”
tRom. 6:23). This is a high price indeed
for the low-esteem that the world places
nn the souls of men.

We must awaken to the detriment
that beclouds this nation, America’s love
for the pleasures which last but for a sea-
son has blinded her from the source of
true happiness. We must hegin to heal the
wounds which sin has made. Through
determination, time, and a return to the
word of God, we can truly be “‘one nation
under God.” Without such efforts the
wounds will persist and the scars will ever
be there,
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Watch your thoughts
For they become words.

Watch your words
For they become habits.

Watch vour habits
For they hecome character.

Watch your character
For it becomes your destiny!
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Love'’s secret is to be always
doing things for God, and not to
mind because they are such little

ones.
F.W. Faber

Eddy Gilpin to Edit

““Fulton County
Gospel News’’

By Clovis Ragsdale

This issue of the paper is the first one
to he printed by our new editor, Eddy
Gilpin. He recently moved from Crossville,
Tennessee to Mammoth Spring to work
with the church at Mammoth.

Brother Gilpin is a native of Fayette,
Alabama and a graduate of the Memphis
School of Preaching. For the past four
years he has worked with the Crossviile
Church of Christ in Crossville, Tennessee,
His family consists of his wife Jeanny and
their two sons, Kyle and Kirk.

Due to the ever increasing number of
papers mailed, the task of editing has
greatly increased. We feel that brother
Gilpin is well gualified to meet the chal-
lenge of this good work.
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Question and Answer
Column to Begin

By Eddy Gilpin

Beginning with a future issue of the
Fulton County Gospel News a new column
will be added which will be devoted en-
tirely to answering Biblical questions
posed by our readers. We invite you to
send questions to be placed in the column
to: P.O. Box 251, Mammoth Spring, AR
72551, Please specify if your questions
are not intended for puhlication. Other-
wise, all queries received will be directed
to that department.

While none of us associated with this
publication claim to know everything
about every subject, the admonition by
Isaiah to ‘““Come now, and let us reason
together” (Is. 1:18) stands as a firm ve-
minder to all that God’s word is to be
studied and appiied. Questions asked will
be answered according the Bible (I Pet.
4:11), If you have a question concerning
the church which Jesus established, its
terms of admission, worship or any other
aspect of it, or some other Bible related
question, please send it today. Be sure
and look for the “Question and Answer
Column’ in an upcoming issue,
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What Our
Youth Really Need

By Mark K. Lewis

There is much reason for concern
today as to what our young people are
being taught, and how thev are being led,
Are they really heing rooted and grounded
in the faith? Are they being taught the
truth on the distinctive nature of the
church, instrumental music, miracles, crea«
tion vs. evolution, authority of elders, the
work and worship of the church -- and a
host of other crucial issues that separate
the body of Christ from religions of man?
Beloved, just because we who are older in
the faith may know the answers to these
probiems does not mean our youth auto-
matically do! Only by properly training
our young people can we guard against
the trapedy of their loss, And entertain-
ment and spiritual candy won’t cut it!
Let’s look at four things today that our
vouth realli’ need, things that I fear they
aren’t getting in many places.

Our vouth need pure Bible reaching!
Though young people have special trials
and temptations peculiar to their age, the
answer is not entertainment and pablum!
The answer to overcoming sin is the same
for everybody: “By the word of thy lips
I have kept me from the paths of the de-
stroyer” (Psalms 17:4), Concerning the
righteous man, the Psalmist says, ‘“The
law of his God is in his heart; none of his
steps shall slide™ (Psalms 37:31). How do
we overcome sin and temptation? By hid-
ing God’s Word in our hearis (Psalms
119:11})! Our youth need to be taught
the Bibie so that they will be strengthened
in faith (Romans 10:17), and mature as
Christians (I Peter 2:1-2; II Peter 3:18),
rather than be tossed about by every
wind of doctrine (Ephesians 4:14) and
destroyed (Hosea 4:6). “Wherewithall
shall a yvoung man cleanse his way? By
taking heed thereto according to thy
word” (Psalms 119:8). We must not be
afraid to teach our youth strong Bible
sermons. They need to hear these things
to build a strong church for the future.

Cur vouth need to be taught 1o re-
spect authority. A failure to respect auth-
ority is disastrous (Leviticus 10:1-2; I1
Samuel 6). God has placed authority in
the home (Ephesians 6:1), in government
(Romans 13:1-7), and in the church {(He-
brews 13:17; Acts 20:28), and failure to
respect any of these is sinful. Even when
we do not agree with the expedient deci-
sions of those in authority, we must re-
spect them and not rebel. One reason why
ancient Israel went from *‘‘scarlet to the
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dunghill” {Lamentations 4:5) is that “the
faces of elders were not honored” (Lam-
entations 5:12), Our youth need to be
taught to respect those in authority, even
when they disagree with them.

Our youth need to be taught to con-
sider the consequences of their actions,
Being able to look ahead, and to under-
stand the value of Bible study, properly
chosen friends, selecting a Christian mate,
and so forth, is true wisdom. Paul tells us
that “whatsoever a man sows, that shal]
he also reap” (Galatians 6:7). Moses’
comment in Deuteronomy 32;29 is price-
less: “Oh, that they were wise, that they
would understand this, that they would
consider the latter end.” Our youth need
to be drilled to look ahead, think ahead,
plan ahead - “If I do this, what will he
the result?” We will otherwise one day
look back and ask ourselves, “What reward
did I get from those things of which I am
now ashamed?” (Romans 6:21). The atti-
tude of “Well, I'll do what I want to when
I want to do it and nobody is going to
stop me” will lead straight to the pig-pen
(Luke 15:16). In Ecclesiastes 11:9 Solo-
mon says; in essence: “Go ahead, vouth,
enjoy yourselves, Live it up. Follow your
heart and whatever your eyes see that
you want, go after it.”” But then comes
the punch line: “But know thou, that for
all these things God will bring thee unto
iudgment.” Learning to consider the re-
sults is something we all need to do. But,
prayerfully, many of our youth will learn
it while yet young.

Our vouth need a good exaniple
front parents aid older Christigns. Paul
wrote, “None of us liveth to himself, and
no man dieth to himself”” {(Romans 14:7).
Christian parents are spiritual criminals
when they smoke, drink, curse, lie, dress
immodestly, ete., in front of their children.
These parents many think such is having
no effect upon their children, but they
couldn’t be more wrong. Parents are to
raise their children in the “auture and ad-
monition of the Lord" (Ephesians 6:4},
and a large part of that is setting the pro-
per example.

I saw tomorrow look at me

From little children’s eyes.

And thought how carefully we would
teach

If we were really wise,

We need more parents like Abraham
who God said*will command his children
and his household after him, and they
shall keep the way of the Lord” (Genesis
18:19). We need more fathers like Joshua
who declared that he and his house would
serve the Lord (Joshua 24:15). We need
more mothers like Hannah, who said con-
cerning her son, “I will give him unto the
Lord all the days of his life” (I Samuel

1:11). And we need fewer parentslike Eli,
whose “‘sons made themselves vile, and he
restrained them not® (II Samuel 3:13); or
like Aaron, whose filppant attitude toward
God’s laws rubbed off on his sons (see
Exodus 32:24; Leviticus 10:1-2). When
we have mothers like Lois and Eunice, we
will have sons like Timothy (II Timothy
1:5;3:14-15).

Children, with their implicit, uncon-
ditional ftrust in their parents, will learn
early to love the things mom and dad love,
and hate the things mom and dad hate.
Thus, when Christian parents show that
their first love is God and his Word, likely
the children will learn to love spiritual
thing, too. But if we show, even subcon-
sciously that we are more interested in
the world and earthly junk than the Lord’s
cause, don’t be surprised if the children
grow up the same way. “Train up a child
in the way he should go, and when he is
old, he will not depart from it” (Proverbs
22:6). Our youth need the proper example
in life style and artifude from older Christ-

ians.

CONTRIBUTIONS
CHURCHES

Agnos Church of Christ . ... .. $15.00
Agnos, AR

Garfield Church of Christ . . . .. 25.00
Garfield, AR

Pilot Church of Christ .. ... .. 20.00
Mammoth Spring, AR

Hatfield Church of Christ . . . . . 25.00
Koshkonong, MO

Jeff Church of Christ ., . ... .. 10.00
Thayer, MO

Clarkridge Church of Christ 25.00
Clarkridge, AR

Dellhalf Church of Christ . . . . . 20.00
Myrtle, MO

Marionville Church of Christ ...  10.00
Marionville, MO

Gamaliel Church of Christ 10.00
Gamaliel, AR

Elizabeth Church of Christ .. .. 15.00
Elizabeth, AR

INDIVIDUALS

Walton & Sheila Russell . . . . .. $93.00
Ypsilanti, M|

Delson & Edrie Stephens . . . . . 10.00
Springfield, MO

Burl Qurtis ... ........... 100.00
Searcy, AR

Before You Quit
By Dub McClish

Quitters never win and winners never
quit! Show me a man or woman who is a
real achiever and I will show you someone
who has refused to quit when the hurdies
were high and the head winds were strong.
The “easy’ way to “overcome” problems
is to drop out. It is also the wrong way,
The only time we should be willing to quit
is when we are doing something wWrong.

There is no way to estimate how many
battles have been lost, how many inven-
tions have failed to materialize, how many
marriages have dissolved and how many
athletic records have gone unshattered be-
cause someone quit. We must await etern-
ity to learn how many souls will be lost,
how many good works died and how many
spiritual victories failed because a brother
or sister quit a post of service. God’s word
teaches by example and precept that God
takes no pleasure in quitters, What if Noah
had grown weary before he finished the
Ark and quit? What if Moses had let the
problems of leading Israel through a barren
wilderness get him down so that he threw
up his hands and quit in dismay? What if
Jesus had quit when His own brothers re-
jected Him, when His best disciples dis-
played sinful ambition, when one of His
twelve betrayed Him for money and when
another denied he even knew Him? What
if He had quit when the attacks from His
enemies became increasingly harsh, till it
was apparent they would not stop till He
was dead? What if Paul had quit when the
Jews rejected his preaching and followed
him about, stirring up more opposition?
What if he had quit in utter discourage-
ment in one of the many prison cells he
occupied?

So you’re tired of being taken for
granted? You've heen at the same task
now for several years in the church and
you're tired? Somebody mistreated vou,
you say? The new has worn off of the
visitation program and it turned out to be
hard work so vou are going to drop out?
Before you quit, remember: “No man,
having put his hand to the plow, and look-
ing back, is fit for the kingdom of God"
(Luke 9:62). Also, reflect on Paul’s en-
couragement ‘“‘And let us not bhe weary in
well-doing: for in due season we shall reap,
if we faint not’ (Gal. 6:9). There is truly
a erying need in the kingdom for people
who will work till death, if necessary, to
finish their task!
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SEX:

The Christian’s Perspective

By Shawn D. Mathis

The sexual standard of the world is
opposed to the sexual standard for the
Christian. The world has set the pace with
immovral acts. The Bible sets the pace for
the Christian. The Christian is to “abstain
from all appearance of evil” (1 Thessalon-
tans 5:22).

The world has formed a viewpoint on
sex which is repulsive to the sincere Cirist-
ian. The sexual perspective of the world is
different from the sexual perspective of
the Christian. Take time to look around
the world in which we live. Notice the
exploitation of sex in this latter part of
the twentieth eentury. The topic of sex is
no longer a “hush-hush” topic. The sin is
now open. People are not ashamed of
their actions before others, Television
exploits the human body, especially the
female body, through commercials and
movies. Magazines promote pornography.
Prostitution is plentiful on the streets.
People wear immodest appare] that excites
lust in the beholder.

The Bible offers illustrations in regard
to sexual sins. There are occassions of
sexual misconduct in the Bible. The Bible
portrays the good and the bad as it is.
Some of the sexual sins mentioned in the
Bible include adultery (Leviticus 18:20),
beastiality (Leviticus 18:23; 20:15-186),
sodomy (Genesis 13:13; 19:5-7; Deuter-
onomy 23:17), whoredom (Leviticus
19:29; Numbers 25:1), seduction {(Ezekiel
13:10), prostitution (Leviticus 19:29),
harlotry (Genesis 38:24; 1 Corinthians 6:
15-16), fornication {Ezekiel 16:26: Mat-
thew 15:18-19), incest (2 Samuel 13;
Genesis 19:33; Ezekiel 22:11), and rape
{Deuteronomy 22:25-29), Examine the
sins in the days of the Bible. The sins pre-
sent today are the same sins that the peo-
ple were part of in the ancient times.

Christians must keep the proper atti-
tude toward sex, Sex was designed to be
enjoyed within the bonds of marriage.
The Christain perspective of sex is impor-
tant. We must make a choice. Will you
choose the world view of sex or the Bible
view of sex?
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The eyes of Jehovah are in every place,
Keeping watch upon the eviland the good.

1.
2.
3.
4.
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THE CHURCH OF CHRIST

The Bible is its only guide {Romans 1:16; I Thess. 2:13).
Wears a Biblical Name (Romans 16:16}.

Established at the right place (Isaiah 2:2, 3; Acts 2).
Established at the right time (Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2).
Established on the right person (Matthew 16:18; Acts 2:36).
Saved are in it (Ephesians 5:23; Acts 2:47).

Its members are enrolled in heaven (Hebrews 12:23).

Membership in it is obtained by obedience to God’s commands
including baptism (Acts 2:41-47; I Corinthians 12:13).

GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION

Hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 16:32).
Believing what is taught (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6).
Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30).
Confession (Romans 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37),

Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; 1 Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3, 4).

After the above five steps, faithful Christian Living (I Peter 2:
11, 12; Revelation 2:10).
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