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1 Cor. 16:1-2—Authority for Collection
On the First Day of the Week
CHURCH TREASURY?

A few months ago, I received from
some man in California, (I do not have
the materials now) some material on the
fact that it was unscriptural to have a
"church treasury". He stated that each
member was to lay away his own money
at home until a "need arose" then bring it
forth. He compared it to^ olden days
when, if the church needed some wood
for the stove some one cut it and brought
it to the church. This revival of this
teaching has led to the church
reexamining the position of collection on
the first day of the week, to determine
just what God would have us do. THIS IS
GOOD! IF GOD REQUIRES IT, LET US
DO IT, IF HE DOES NOT, LET US
DROP THE MATTER!
CONTRIBUTING OF OUR MONEY

Space will not allow for a full
discussion of man giving to God part of
what God gave him, but we know that
sacrifices began in the days of Cain and
Abel. Tithing began with Abraham, Gen.
14:20, and was later incorporated in the
law of Moses, Lev. 27:30-34. When the
Israelite refused to tithe, God said they
had robbed him, and promised a greater
blessing if they brought the tithe to his
store house, Mai. 3:7-12. Of course under
the law of Moses it was tithe, under the
law of Christ there is a change.
GIVING TODAY

"Every man according as he purposeth
in his heart, so let him give; not
grudgingly, or of necessity: for God
loveth a cheerful giver", 2 Cor. 9:7. In
chapter 8, of 2 Cor., Paul had
commended the churches of Macedonia
for giving beyond their expected ability,
because they, "first gave themselves to
the Lord", verses 4 & 5. The church was
commanded to give and we have records
where they did give.
WHAT WAS THE PURPOSE
OF THE COLLECTION?

There are only TWO reasons given for
the church contribution, l---To preach
the Gospel, 2—Help the needy saints.
There are three sources of authority

under which the church can do the Lord's
will. 1—Direct command, "Go preach the
Gospel" (Mark 16:15-16). 2-Apostolic
example, Lord's supper on the first day
of the week (Acts 20:7), 3-Necessary
inference, "Go" infers transportation, or
method; assemble, infers a place, church
building; sing, infers song books, baptize,
infers a place to baptize, etc. From I cor.
16:1-2," we learn that the collection was
for the "poor saints" Rom. 15:26, and
money waiu§ent to them in Jerusalem,
Acts 11:29-30. Paul taught that the Lord
ordained that those who preach should
"live by the Gospel" (be supported) and
churches did support Paul, Phil. 4:15.
Therefore we have command and
example of the churches collecting
mpney and supporting the preaching of
the Gospel and taking care of the
members of the church who were in
Need!
HOW MAY WE DETERMINE
WHEN TO TAKE THE COLLECTION?

All of God's will on any given subject
is not found in one verse of Scripture.
Man divided the Scriptures into verses,
the Holy Spirit did not do this. Therefore
we must have ALL teaching on a subject
before we can be sure we are doing the
Lord's will.
THE LORD'S SUPPER

We are COMMANDED to observe the
Lord's supper in I Cor. 11:23-30, but can
not find in this passage WHEN to do it.
Should we just stick to I Cor. 11 and
observe it when we please? The answer is
no! From apostolic example we learn to
observe the Lord's supper, "on the first
day of the week", Acts 20:7. On this
matter we all agree!
WIDOWS AND ORPHANS

In James 1:27, the command is given
to take care of widows and orphans. In
Acts 6:1-6, we learn what James did not
say, that the church can and did care for
widows and HOW it was done. From I
Tim. 5:9-10, the church is authorized to
take care of certain widows, and in verse
4, the individual is charged. So we learn
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Snake Handling To
Show Thyself
Approved??

While in Tennessee lately, I viewed a
film taken at an east Tenessee snake
handling service. The service began with
some singing and an occasional shout.
After a while the preacher and three
other men "got the Spirit". They stood in
the middle of the group and began
babbling in an "unknown tounge" and
shaking as if something had overtaken
their bodies. After some time, I supposed
time to let the Spirit sink in, the
rattlesnakes were brought out. The men
then began passing the snakes around as
they babbled and shook. At this point I
was skeptical of their sincerity because
they were careful to handle the snakes in
a way that they could not coil into a
striking position. When the preacher
reached for one of the snakes it was able
to maneuver into a position to bite him
on the hand. I expected him to run for a
snake bite kit but he just kept on shaking
and babbling as if nothing had happened.
The man evidently trusted that the Spirit
would protect him. A few moments later
he staggered and fell to the ground. The
snake handling stopped and the man was
carried to the hospital barely alive.

Most anyone would say these men
were pitifully ignorant. Legislators of the
state of Tennessee were so disturbed they
introduced a bill to make this practice
illegal. Actually they are no more pitiful
than the Boone family and others who
were once our brethem. All the same
ingrediants were there except for the
snakes.

The twelve deciples were told in Mark
16:17-20 that some would be able to
drink deadly liquids and handle deadly
snakes and not be hurt. We find this
occurring with Paul in Acts 28 where he
shook a deadly viper from his hand with
no ill effect, unlike the Tenessee
preacher. It is clear from Mark 16:20 that
this was promised to them that they
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