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Who is Jesus?

by B. J. Clarke

A huge lump of something — a stone,
supposedly — lay for decades in a shal-
low brook in North Carolina. People
passing that way saw only an ugly lump
and passed on. A poor man passing one
day saw a heavy lump — a good thing to
hold his door ajar — so he took it home.
A geologist who stopped at the poor
man's door one day saw the lump for
what it really was — A LUMP OF
GOLD! It was the biggest lump of gold
ever found east of the Rockies.

In a similar way, many people looked
upon Jesus. Some saw only a Galilean
peasant and turned away. Some saw a
prophet and stopped to listen. Some saw
the Messiah and worshipped. Some saw
the lamb of God and looked to him to
save them from their sins. On at least
two occasions during his earthly minis-
try, Jesus asked individuals whom they
considered him to be (Matt. 16:13ff;
22:41, 42). In the 1970's, the popular
rock opera, Jesus Christ Superstar de-
picted Christ as the original hippie. One
of the song choruses asked continually,
"Who are you?” and never answers.

How would you respond to the ques-
tion, “Who is Jesus?” Some folks may
ask you, some folks may say, "Who is
this Jesus you talk about everyday?”
You can answer them by saying, "Jesus
is:”

THE FULFILLMENT OF
PROPHECY
1. He Is The Promised Prophet.

The children of Israel were promised
by Moses, “The Lord thy God will raise
up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of
thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto
him ye shall hearken” (Deut. 18:15).

Centuries later the Jews were still
looking for that promised Prophet. In
fact, the Jews sent priests and Levites
from Jerusalem to ask John the Baptiz-
er, “"Who art thou?” (John 1:19). They
asked John Specifically, "Art thou that
prophet?” John answered, "No.” John

went on to explain that he was the one
Isaiah prophesied of in Isaiah 40:1-3
but he was not the fulfillment of the
prophesy in Deuteronomy 18:15-18.

The apostle Peter, in his sermon on
Solomon's porch, pointed to Jesus
Christ as the Prophet spoken of in Deu-
teronomy (Acts 3:22-26).

2. He Is The Promised Messiah And
The Son Of God.

The Old Testament constantly speaks
of one who would come as the anocinted
one of God. The entire 53rd chapter of
Isaiah addresses the coming of the Mes-
siah. One of the disciples of John the
Baptist, a man named Andrew, followed
Jesus to his place of abode and spent
the day with him. He quickly perceived
that Jesus was no ordinary human be-
ing. He quickly sought out his brother,
Simon Peter, and declared, "We have
found the Messias, which is being inter-
preted, the Christ” (John 1:39-41).
Sometime later, Peter made his own
bold affirmation when he said to Jesus,
"Thou art the Christ, the Son of the liv-
ing God" (Matt. 16:16).

The woman in John 4 said to Jesus, "I
know that Messias cometh, which is
called Christ: when he is come, he will
tell us all things.” Jesus saith unto her,
“I that speak unto thee am he” (John
4:25-26). The miracles performed by Je-
sus demonstrated his Sonship and that
he was the Christ sent from God. Nicod-
emus stated, "Rabbi, we know that thou
art a teacher sent from God, for no man
disciples, which are not written in this
book. But these are written that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God; and that believing ye might have
life through his name” (John 20:30-31).
Of course, the ultimate miraculous dem-
onstration of his Sonship was his
resurrection from the dead. Paul an-
nounced that Jesus was "declared to be
the Son of God with power, according to
the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection
from the dead” (Rom 1:4).

A Jewish soldier had heard much
about the character and teaching of Je-
sus. He went to his rabbi and said,
"Rabbi, the Christians say that Christ
has already come, when we claim that
he is yet to come.” "That's right," af-
firmed the rabbi. The young soldier
answered back, "Well, when our Christ
comes, what will he have on Jesus
Christ?” "That,” said the rabbi, "we do
not know!" What else could he say? The
Jesus of the Bible can never be equaled
or surpassed.

3. He Is The Promised King.

From Genesis until the time of
Christ's crucifixion, resurrection and as-
cension, the concept of the coming
Kingdom of God is threaded throughout
the fabric of Scripture. Genesis 49:10
proclaimed that the sceptre would not
depart from Judah. Jesus, our Lord
sprang out of Judah and rules today as
King of the Kingdom foretold by the
prophets.

David was told, "When thy days shall
be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with
thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after
thee, which shall proceed out of thy bow-
els, and I will establish his Kingdom...
He shall build an house for my name,
and I will stablish the throne of his
kingdom forever” (2 Sam. 7:12-13). This
passage was fulfilled in its immediate
sense when Solomon took the throne
and built the temple. But it was also
Messianic in its import. This is clearly
seen by Peter's words on the day of
Pentecost, "Men and brethren, let me
freely speak unto you of the patriarch
David, that he is both dead and buried,
and his sepulchre is with us unto this
day. Therefore being a prophet, and
knowing that God had sworn with an
oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins,
according to the flesh, he would raise up
Christ to sit on his throne; he seeing this
before spake of the resurrection of
Christ, that his soul was not left in hell,
neither his flesh did see corruption. This
Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we
are all witnesses. Therefore being by the
right hand of God exalted, and having
received of the Father the promise of the

{Continued on page 2 )
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Holy Spirit, he hath shed forth this
which ye now see and hear... Therefore
let all the house of Israel know assured.
ly, that God hath made that same Jesus,
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and
Christ” (Acts 2:29-33, 36).

The conclusion is obvious. The prom-
ise of the Holy Spirit that David's seed
would rule upon his throne over the
Kingdom was fulfilled by Jesus when he
sat down at the right hand of God exalt-
ed to receive the Kingdom. The
Kingdom was established upon the day
of Pentecost. Micah promised that one
born in Bethlehem of Judea would be-
come ruler (Micah 5:2). Jesus was born
in Bethlehem of Judea (Luke 2:4-7) and
grew up to become the ruler. Zechariah
promised that a king would come to Je-
rusalem riding upon a colt (Zech 9:9).
Jesus fulfilled this prophecy during his
earthly ministry (Mark 11:1-11). Natha-
nael recognized the truth when he said,
"Rabbi, thou art the Son of God, thou
art the King of Israel” (John 1:49). Tru-
ly, Jesus is the promised King of Kings
and Lord of Lords (1 Tim. 6:15).

4. He Is The Promised Immanuel.

Approximately seven centuries before
it occurred, Isaiah prophesied of the vir-
gin birth of Jesus to Mary (Isa. 7:14;
Matt. 1:23). Isaiah further prophesied
that they would call the child, "Imma-
nuel.” Matthew informs wus that
Immanuel, being interpreted is, God
with us. Thus, Jesus was not only the
Son of God, but also God the Son. The
Word was God and the Word became

flesh (John 1:1, 14). God was manifested
in the flesh in the person of Jesus (1
Tim. 3:16).

A Chinese man once said to a preach-
er, "You speak well, but why do you
dwell on Jesus Christ? Let him alone
and tell us about Ged.” The preacher re-
plied, "What sir, would we know about
God if it were not for Jesus Christ who
is the express image of the Father (Heb.
1:3)."

P.O. Box 128
Southaven, MS 38671

There is nothing on the earth that our
Savior in Heaven can’t handle.

" BUBBA SHOT THE JUKEBOX"
by Ted J. Clarke

I like some of most kinds of music —
classical, pop, country, jazz, bluegrass,
old time rock and roll, etc. It is not like-
ly I will ever learn to appreciate hard
rock nor rap. Our music reflects our cul-
ture, giving us insights into how people
think and live. Unfortunately, much
music is a sad commentary on our socie-
ty's moral bankruptcy. Many of the
lyrics of modern hard rock and rap sing-
ers are profane and vulgar, speaking of
immoral sexual acts, lawlessness, even
of killing policemen. Songs have a way
of getting into the minds of people and
are capable of being spread more quick-
ly across the country than ideas in
books, magazines or newspapers. I re-
member reading sometime ago this
thought: "I care not who writes the
books of a nation; let me write their
songs and I will control the minds
of the people.” I do not remember who
said it, but it is a frightening thought in
some ways, and it seems to be true in
too many instances. We are a nation
who in large measure has lost its sensi-
tivity to the wungodly acts once
committed by only a few, but now en-
gaged in by many. The songs we sing or
listen to have the effect of getting us
used to immorality, so that we do not
speak out against these things, even if
we do not engage in them.

While many parents and adults criti-
cize the younger generation for listening
to and buying these ungodly songs (and
rightly so), those same parents will of-
ten turn right around and listen to, sing
along with, and buy songs that also pro-
mote immoral and wicked thoughts and

practices. We all need to remember
Romans 2:1 -

"Therefore, thou art inexcusable, O

man. . . for wherein thou judgest
another, thou condemnest thyself;
for thou that judgest doeth the
same things."

God ole "Bubba," in the title of the
song above, is a case in point of the in-
fluence songs can have on us for good or
bad. Although I only heard the song a
couple of times (and don't care if I ever
hear it again), it seems that Bubba's
woman left him for another. Bubba is in
his favorite bar, crying in his beer,
when the jukebox begins to play anoth-
er "cryin' in your beer" type song, (or
maybe it was his ex-woman's favorite
song). Bubba cannot stand it any long-
er, so he goes to his truck, gets his .45
caliber pistol, returns to the bar and
commences to silence the jukebox with
a few shots from his gun. The law comes
and Bubba is in more trouble. Time for
another beer!

I could write a book about Bubba and
what he did wrong, but someone else
beat me to it and wrote a far better
Book than I ever could. Before 1 ever be-
came a Christian I was a lot like Bubba.
Oh, I never shot a jukebox, but I've
kicked a few of them. I thank God that
"my woman" never left me (although
she threatened to, and with good rea-
son), but I used to drink a lot and feed
my assorted miseries with sad songs on
the juke box. Like Bubba, all that I ever
got from doing that was more trouble;
mostly from shooting off my mouth, not
my gun.

In nearly thirty years of preaching
I've seen and tried to help a good many
Bubbas and Bubbettes, people whose
lives are filled with sadness and disap-
pointment. Too many of those have been
like I was once; they think that they can
cure their troubles and sorrows (or at
least forget them) by turning to alcohol,
drugs, or immoral relationships. Sadly,
all of these simply bring more sorrow
and trouble. I thank God that He
spared my life to find a better way and
to tell others about Him.

On the subject of country songs, the
Statler Brothers once recorded a song
which did mention the solution to all
such trouble and heartache, entitled,
"Jesus Is The Answer.” One line in the
song went, "Use the Bible for a rule-
book and I'm sure you're gonna
find, Jesus is the answer every
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time." Before you shoot the jukebox, try
Jesus and His Way. Read your Bible
and learn of who Jesus is; what He has
for you; see that He is the answer
every time! Learn of His Great love
and sacrifice (John 3:16; Romans 5:1-
21). Learn of His Way to God (John
14:6; Acts 2:21-47; Romans 6:1-23).
Learn of and respond to His great invi-
tation to come to Him for "rest” and
"forgiveness” (Matthew 11:28-30; Ro-
mans 8:1-39). What you hope to find in
alcohol, drugs and other ways of the
world, you will not find; but in Christ
and His Word you will find all the an-
swers (John 12:48-50; 2 Timothy 3:16-
17).

No wonder life gets to be so dull with
Just a steady diet of what the world has
to offer. Build up your faith, brighten up
your living. Read a portion of the Word
of God every day.

POSITIVELY NEGATIVE!
By Brett Johnson

Several months ago, a friend of mine
was telling me about how a lady had
come to him after services one day, se-
verely criticizing him for preaching
negative sermons. "If you have to be
negative," she said, "be negative in a
positive way!” Sometimes I wonder if all
of us were born on the same planet. We
really do need to put down our psycholo-
gy, power thinking and positive living
books, clear our minds of all the human
wisdom with which we have filled them,
and seriously study the pure word of

God.

Jesus Christ didn't decide what to
teach based on whether it was positive
or negative. He taught the truth. If it
was negative or positive, that was be-
side the point. We can see the evidence
that He was the real master of the apos-
tles and prophets, because they taught
the same way. Take any book of the
New Testament that you like, and with
an open, honest, and objective mind, no-
tice what percentage is positive and
what is negative. You will find that
there is no pattern. Some are mostly
stern, even threatening; some are most-
ly edifying and affectionate. Some are
an even blend of both. There is no pat-
tern, except that the right thing was
said at the right time, in the right way,
to accomplish God's purpose.

The Lord said, in Luke 6:22-23,

"Blessed are ye, when men shall hate
you, and when they shall separate you
from their company, and shall reproach
you, and cast out your name as evil, for
the Son of Man's sake. Rejoice ye in that
day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your
reward is great in heaven: for in the like
manner did their fathers unto the
prophets.” Christ was also saying con-
stantly to His closest disciples, "O, ye of
little faith!" Also, the Lord was the one
person responsible for making the word
"pharisee” synonymous with "hypocrite”
in Matthew 23. There were times that
He just got plain grisly, as in Mark
9:43: "And if thy hand offend thee, cut if
off: it is better for thee to enter into life
maimed, than having two hands to go
into hell, into the fire that shall never
be quenched.” All of us could find multi-
tudes of examples of these kinds of
things from the teachings of Jesus, the
apostles, and the prophets, if we are
open enough to search for them.

Nowhere in the Bible do we see any
teaching from God or man being judged
as being good or bad because it was pos-
itive or negative. This aspect is ignored
altogether. If we try to read this philoso-
phy into the Scriptures, or if we even
try to make our teaching a nice "bal-
anced” blend of each, we are conforming
the Bible to fit our pre-conceived ideas,
instead of conforming our ideas to fit
what the Bible says.

Although we are not inspired as Paul
was, our manner of teaching should be
as his in 1 Corinthians 2:12-13: "Now
we have received, not the spirit of the
world, but the spirit which is of God;
that we might know the things that are
freely given to us of God. Which things
also we speak, NOT in the WORDS
which man's wisdom teacheth, but
which the Holy Ghost teacheth;
comparing spiritual things with spiritu-
al." Why don't we do that!?

Another danger in this philosphy (be-
sides being tempted to use our own
approach to Bible topics rather than the
Lord's) is that we start getting away
from dealing with some Bible topics at
all. In their effort to be positive, many
preachers find themselves basically ig-
noring some of the most common
subjects of the Bible, like eternal tor-
ment and persecution. Some even go so
far as to question whether hell exists!
Acts 20:26-27 states, "Wherefore I take
you to record this day, that I am pure
from the blood of all men. For I have not
shunned to declare unto you all the

counsel of God." On Judgment Day,
we must be able to say this. If we can't,
the Lord may hold us guilty for the
blood of men who never heard us de-
clare the whole counsel of God.

In case you didn't recognize the awful
irony of the situation with the "nega-
tive" preacher, think about the total
hypocrisy (excuse me for being so neg-
ative) of a person criticizing another
person for being negative!

2802 Woodland Hills East
Columbia, SC 29210

Don't put the Lord in the background
here and expect Him to make a fuss over
you in Heaven. The Savior that you deny
here will be the Savior that you will
meet in eternity.

REPENTANCE BEFORE FAITH?
By Burl Curtis

A doctrine that repentance comes
before faith, held by many, needs re-
examination.

"Repent” (Greek, metanoceo-to have
another mind) and "repentance” (meta-
noia-a change of mind) are brought
about by appreciating God's kindness
which will create in the human heart
godly sorrow. "Or do you despise the
riches of His goodness, forbearance, and
longsuffering, not knowing that the
goodness of God leads you to repen-
tance?' (Rom. 2:4, NKJV). "For godly
sorrow produces repentance to salva-
tion, not to be regretted; but the sorrow
of the world produces death” (2 Cor.
7:10).

How can God's kindness lead you to
repentance if you do not know about it
or do not believe? True repentance, as
taught in Scripture, results in action.
Paul "declared...that they should re-
pent, turn to God, and do works
befitting repentance” (Acts 26:20). If
you truly "have another mind,” you will
do works suitable for repentance. How
can these things be without faith? "But
without faith it is impossible to please
Him [God]" (Heb. 11:6).

Before the death and resurrection of
Christ, it was entirely correct to speak
of repenting and believing the gospel for
the gospel of Christ had not been com-
pleted so believers could obey it. John
the Baptist preached saying, "The time

(Continued on page 4)
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is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at
hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.”
(Mark 1:15) Paul confirms this in Acts
19:4, "John verily baptized with the bap-
tism of repentance, saying unto the
people, that they should believe on him
which should come after, that is, on
Christ Jesus.” So there is a great differ-
ence between the baptism of John and
baptism ip the name of Jesus. But this
future faith could not take the place of
faith in God's message preached by
John. Those who did not believe it did
not repent. (See Mark 11:27-33).

The place of repentance is very clear
in Acts 2. The devout believers in God
were not told to repent and believe on
some future Savior or gospel because
these are no longer future. After hear-
ing God's word preached, they believed
God had made that same Jesus, whom
they had crucified, both Lord and
Christ. Why were they cut to the heart
and why did they ask, "Men and breth-
ren, what shall we do?" BECAUSE
THEY BELIEVED. Peter told them to
"repent (in the name of Jesus Christ),
and be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins" which
they would not and could not have done
if they did not believe. (vs. 36-38).

If repentance comes before faith, then
Peter told them the wrong thing. He
should have said, "Repent and believe,”
but he did not. When all that is involved
in repentance (godly sorrow, change of
mind, change of life), is weighed, then it
is clear that repentance can only come
after faith. Should it be any surprise
that Peter was right?

118 Red Oak Lane
Searcy AR 72143

Genuine Christianity always makes
its appearance in the form of great love
and compassion for others.

SOME PENETRATING
QUESTIONS

1. Is our desire for material things so
great that we take jobs (and keep them)
that make it impossible for us to fully
serve and worship God?

2. Do we work so hard at secular em-
ployment that we say we are too tired to
study the Bible, visit, and spread the
Gospel?

3. Do we ever partake of the Lord's
Supper on Sunday night knowing that

we could have been present that
morning?

4. Do we place our Savior in the back-
ground when we go on vacation by nev-
er inquiring concerning places to
worship?

5. Do we allow our children to attend
dances and other places of iniquity? Do
we place our stamp of approval on such
sin?

6. Have we ever told the Lord that in-
clement weather made it impossible to

attend — and then go to work on Mon-
day in the same kind of weather?

7. Parents: Do you ever place the
Master behind the children God gave to
you? I am persuaded that widows and
children get blamed far too often for the
indolence that belongs to others.

8. Do we put God behind a worldly,
unconverted view on Christianity? Is He
buried beneath a sectarian outlook? Be-
hind flimsy excuses we would not use at
work or play?

9. Has it occurred to you that we are
talking about things that are sinful and
will keep you out of Heaven?

10. Do you ever deliberately miss a
worship service?
Copied

God sees the heart behind the hand

and the motive behind the gift.
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GOD'S PLAN OF SALVATION

Hearing the word of God (Romans
10:17; Acts 16:32).

. Believing what is taught (Mark

16:16; Hebrews 11:6).

. Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3;

Acts 17:30).

. Confession (Romans 10:9, 10; Acts

8:37).
Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; 1
Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3, 4).

. After the above five steps, faithful

Christian Living (I Peter 2:11, 12;
Revelation 2:10).

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST

. The Bible is its only guide (Romans

1:16; I Thess. 2:13).
Wears a Biblical Name (Romans
16:16).

. Established at the right place

(Isaiah 2:2,3; Acts 2).

. Established at the right time (Joel

2:28-32; Acts 2).

. Established on the right person

(Matthew 16:18; Acts 2:36).
Saved are in it (Ephesians 5:23;
Acts 2:47).

. Its members are enrolled in heaven

(Hebrews 12:23).

. Membership in it is obtained by

obedience to God's commands in-
cluding baptism {Acts 2:41-47; 1
Corinthians 12:13).

ssaippv Jo aBuvyd anof

T

162 X049 'O'd
1SIHHO 40 HOUNHO

SM puas of auns ag
103 soBueyd ssa1ppe [1e [Tl

4116 O1 DNIDNVHI ¢ONIAOW
«dDOV.1SOd H1IM dT9H NVD NOA.
¥552L "HV ‘'ONIHdS HLOWWYIW

vsseL

HY ‘Buuds yiowwey
W pred

eBeisay ssef) puooeg

-
IS

A
g
3
3

»
n
=
]
]

JFLSVINISOI



	Main Index
	Fulton County Gospel News - 1995
	December
	Who Is Jesus?
	"Bubba Shot the Jukebox"
	Positively Negative!
	Repentance Before Faith?
	Some Penetrating Questions






