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"THE ~“PRIESTHOOD OF CHRIST
Lowell Blagingame

The difference in the work of the
prophet and the priest is' this, 'The
prophet is the person that spoke to
the people for God. The priest is
that one that speaks to God for the
people. In Jesus Christ the office of
prophet and priest is combined. He
is the one through whom God speaks
to us, Heb. 1:1-2, and also through
whom we approach the throne of God.
I Tim. 2:5. Paul says that there is
one mediator between man and God
and that-the man Christ Jesus. This
shows that one can not appeal to
God through Mary, the mother of
Jesus, or any other person other
than the Christ,

Christ did not serve as priest
while he was on the earth. Priesis
of the law were chosen from the
tribe of Levi but Christ came from
the tribe of Judah of which nothing
had been said concerning priest-
hood. Heb. 7:14. Furthermore, there
were already those on the earth to
offer gifts according to the law. Heb,
8:4. No Levite filled his office be-
fore him for he was made a priest
forever after the order of Melchiz-
edek, Heb. 7:13-17- .

Christ scrves as priest over his
We, God’s chil-
dreu,~are said to be his house. Heb.
3:6. The house of God is further
identified as the church. I Tim. 3:15.
Since Christ serves as priest over
his house and his house is. the church,
it then follows that one cannot have
the benefits of the priestheod of
Christ apart from the church over
which he serves as priest. If one
can't ‘be saved without the priest-
kood of Christ then he can’t be sav-
ed outside the church for Christ is
priest over his house and his house
is the church.
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"WHAT<CHURCH ‘MEMBERSHIP
“MEANS

Marvin: Ed Berry — Welcome Hill
“¥Many bave .a-poor -conception and
some: have wirtually no conception of
what ichurch membership means.
i3t is always«wise to count the cost.
¢ In-Luke: 14 starting with the 25th
verse, Christ said? “If any man come
toume,«and  hate- not- his father, and
mother, and: wife,” and children, and
brethren, :.and - sisters yea, and his
own also” he cannot' be my disciple.

~And -whosoever . doth not bear his
cross,. and: come after me, -cannot be
my disciple.”

‘Yes; it is always good to count the
eost “but ~cost should not keep us
from obeying: and. working.

As~Jesus says . we should put him
first in our hearts. Hate in the
Bible means love less. It is not that
we should: hate others as we think
of hate, ~but that we should love
Christ the mvost.

Chureh membership. means to be
a member of the body of which Christ
is head. Col. 1:18 and Eph. 1:22,

‘It means to be a worker in the
Lord's vineyard. Phil. 2:12 and Rom.
4.

~It means to live a different life.
A new life. Rom. 6:4. Therefore, we
are buried with him by baptism into
death: that like as Christ was raised
up from the dead by the glory of
the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life.

It means to be a servant of right-
eousness. Rom. 17:18. “But God be
thanked, that ye were the servants
of sin, but ye have obeyed from the
heart that form of doctrine which
was delivered you. Being then made
free from sin, ye became the ser-
vants: of - righteousness.”

It means we are called to be
Saints. . I Cor. 1:2 “Unto the church
of God which is at Corinth to them
that are sanctified in Christ Jesus,

called to be saints, with all that in

- every place ecall upon the name of

Jesus Chmt our Lord, both thelrs
and O“I'S

It means the enjoyment of all spir-
itual blessings. These are:

\Salvation from past sins. Acts 2:-
47. “Praising God, and having faver
with all the people. And the Lord
added to the church daily such as
should be saved.”

To be children of God. Gal. 3:26-
27. “For ye are all the children of
God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as
many of you as have been baptized
into Christ have put on Christ.”

Can address God as “Our Father.”
I Peter 3:12. For the eyes of the Lord
are over the righteous, and his ears
are open unto their prayers: but his
face is against them that do evil”

Provision of needful things. Mat.

6:33. “But seek ye first the king-
dom of God, and his righteousness;
and all these things shall be added
unto you.”
" Church membership means fellow-
ship with saints. Rom. 12:10 “Be kind-
ly affectioned one to another with
brotherly love; in honor preferring
one another.”

It means hope of eternal life. Gal.
3:29. “And if ve be Christ’s then ye
are Abraham’s seed, and heirs accord-
ing to the promise.” Titus 3:7 “In
hope of eternal life, which God, that
cannot lie, promised before the world
began.”

If yvou are not a member of the
Church, I hope by this message from
God’s work you see how important:
it is and obey while you have the
chance,

Two brethren went coon hunting.
While walking alomg one said, “Say,
I forgot all about Bible study tonight.”
The other said, “Well, T couldn’t
have gone anyway. My wife is sick.”
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EDITORIAL

It is the aim of those concerned with
this paper to make it worthwhile.
The response of those who receive
it assure us of its worthiness, repeat-
edlv. We are thankful of the in-
creased support given us that we
may continue to publish on the desir-
ed basis of free subscription. Our
purpose is to supply it to anyone
who desires it and will receive it
gracipusly. Our hope is to win souls
to Christ and enrich Christian liv-
ing, and all to the Glory of our Lord
and Saviour and the Almighty God.

In order that those who may be
skeptical of the value of this effort,
we are publishing just a few of the
Ietters received sinee last issue. You
cun sce why we are encouraged with
such responses:

Mrs. Ruth Wood, 9103 E. Market,
Searcy, Ark. — “Bro. Morgan, I am
sending $1 to help a little on the
Gospel News. I like the news and
am happyv to know you are doing the
work in that section you are. Church-
es are being slarted in places where
people didn’t know what the Bible
taught. T am an aunt of Hubert Tay-
lor of Welcomes Hill Church, am 81
years old. Can’t do much anymore.
& Sister in Christ”

Mrs. Russell Langstom, Morriston,

7

o

Ark, — “I receive the paper and
joy it very much.” RS
Gordon Irby, 948 Vassar St Wen-
atchee, Wash. — “Would you please
enter my name on your subscription
list? I have read a couple of: . your
papers and like it vefy much” -
John R. Jomes, Rt. 1, Walnut Ridge,
Ark. — “Dear Mr. -Morgan. : Mr..
Frank Moody gave me. one :of ypur
papers and I liked it very. muyeh apd.
I am sending two -addresses:..J- wish.

en-

to really get a move on or else
.be late for school.”” Daddy says: “I
don’t have time for any breakfast,
just a cup of coffee please”. All
-corhers are cut, sometimes the beds
are ‘even:left-unmade and the break-
fast dishes are stacked in the sink.
They rush #mnd barely ‘make it.

The scene changes. It is Sunday
morning at the same, house. The
alarm rings. A hand is extended
from under the cover and shuts if off.

you would send the papers fo. them. The family catches a few extra winks, -

1 knew your buddie (vefergnce . to

Bro. Clovis Ragsdale, B. E..}). from.

the time he was born-till. about four
years old and I knew.his ifather and.
mother and T was glad when I:keard
he was a gospel preachen’ ... o=

Mr. and Mrs. R..E, Stephens, Bliza-

After a while a brave soul sneaks
out and gets the Sunday paper. Soon
others begin to stir and one wants
_the sports page and another asks for
.the funnies. Breakfast is eaten lei-
surely. “Will you look at what time
it is, gasped someone. “O, Well, T

beth, Ark.-— “We. are sending. a_guess we won't make it to Bible class-

small contribntion to be used. johelp-,
ing to publish the Gogpel.News. - We
enjoy the paper very mugh and be-
lieve it is doing much .good.”..- . . .

Those four letters are -jusi:a few
we receive. I wish it were possible
té share all with all our readers.- It
is easy to see how they are encounrag:-
ing to us. These are printed -to
show you how this work is appreciat-
ed and ‘not for solicitatipn of funds.
Contributions are appreciated, sure-
1y, and help us publish more material
and enlarge our mailing list, .but in

no wise are we desirous of :leading time. There is a BIG difference, isn’t
anyone to believe that a contribution there? What do you think makg?'

is necessary to receive Fulton Coun
ty Gospel News. It is free:to all

regardless of faith and even-if.of no .

faith at all. Thus, far we have: nat
found it necessary to. turn: dgwn a
cingle request and thank God.for His.
blessings that is upon usv: v =~ 7.

—Boyd ExMargan

WHAT!S THE DIFFERENCE?- .,
Tt's Monday morning or- any. other
morning in the work week: The algsm.
rings, the familv is aronsed.and pyeyy.
one goes about his routine, zprepar-
ing for the day. <Someone. shouis:.

oy T E R ra fans ot ! &
Vhat time is it?” « Unon beingalold, o © o0 wonldn’t sneak tor himy.

there is the usiial grumbles “Why.
d~n’t we gat up. earlien?™.ontdTean’t,
efinrd to be late heewmse-the: bosg:
a’erave grumbles and things at the
o’fice go wrong all day” or “I'll have

i =Ty
VWi s ute

_es. It’s already nine o’clock and we
don’t have a bed made or a dish wash-
ed and we haven’t even started din-
ner’ Eleven o'clock eomes and the
family is seen entering the church
building—just in time to hear the
preacher take his text. Just as they
.got out of the car dad said: “We'll
be a few minutes late but I always
said ‘better late than mever.” :

That week the family takes in a
ball game or goes to the circus and
they are in their seats watching what
is going on thirty minutes ahead of

that much .'difference?

—Taken -F"M&_S;minnle;
s - Bulletin 0N

FIots oy - T

“~Pag mady times a -renrimaad,. is

this: = % -

i e AL PRk |

to ewerv mane that asketh vou a.rea-

son coneerning the hépe that is in:

‘you. 1-Peét. 3:15. i

ol

Whaever heard of the man: who .

it 7oing to the movies because the

‘or who preferred to drown rather
“than get in the boat with a hypo-

“erite?

Oklaz+

juet- a- grouch- in disguise. --Avoid -

Paihe ready alwavs 40 give answer:
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WALKING WITH GOD :" ==

: Gen. 5:24
Marmn Farley — Dallas 1'7 Texas,
We learn in Psa 1:1 that there are
forbidden ways, “Blessed is the man
that walketh NOT in the" Egunsel of
the ungodly, nor stafideth’ i the way
of sinners, not sitfeth’ m"f‘hé Seat of
the scornful.” It has ever éen man’s’
desire to do that which Gbd' torbade.
God has always made 1t p"o‘sqlbie for

him' to “do good and 'Ilvc“ with Him, .
or to do evil and’ "che (be separate"d'

from Him).
The way of those who' transgress

is said to be hard; Pro. 13:15. “Good
understanding " giveth' favdi‘,’ b‘uf “the,

way of transgressors i 'hﬁrﬁ by 'Sure-'
Iy a man would not "c‘hdbse a Wiy,
knowing it was ruggéd and™ hard;
yet this is his lot when *He’ mﬁﬁes
the wrong choice. SnTumon conpares
him to a foolish man_ “in ‘Pro: 12715,
“The way of a fool ‘s right in~his
own eyes, but he that hearkeneth un-
to counsel is wise.

You will note in each of the pas-
sages above that the wise or favor-
able course is mentioned—God Has

not left it up to men to “Do thdt"

which is right in his own eyes,”
since he has never heen capable of
“directing his own steps”. Pro. 16:0.
“The Lord directeth his steps.”

For this very reason, denomination-
alism (division) is strongly condemn-
ed in I Cor. 3:3 “For ye are yet car-
nal: for whereas there is among you
envying, and strife, and dmsmns,
are ye not carnal and walk as men?”

These thing&4m'd alieady sprung
up in the & ‘orinthian church and were
bnmnmqg to weaken “his -
strong church where Paul “hatl labor-
ed so tirelessly, and under .great dif-
ficulties for a year and a half esfab-
lishing and ﬂrmmdmo it In the faith:
It.is no small’ wonder - hIS alarm'
oyer fhe situation exls.ti'ng at the
writing of this epistle m,ﬂ]em i,

In the fuzs't chapter and Verse '10
he hesought them to :correct ’l‘helr

divided state, and be “pei‘fﬂﬁtﬂ’ Soin® -,
" ed together in the same’ mihd,-and

in the same judgment.” This chureh’

starfed out in a very fifie way-amd

would have cnntmuad to’ grow “amd
prosper, had it nét- “been -for follovw:
ing men’s ideas, “instead of God’s

directions.

nnce' :

But let us consider ju:t
what it means to be found “walking
with God.” Paul states in 2 Cor. 5:7
referring to Christians, “We walk by
faith, not by sight”” Every step we

take toward heaven is solely by faith. -

We cannot see why God has comman-
ded to do certain things in certain
ways, but if ‘we could, it wouldn't
be by FAITH, and it wouldn’t vl
God, for his way is the way of FAIT
To walk with God, we must al:

walk in hls commandments, as rllrI
Zacharias and Elizabeth, the father

and mother of John the Baptist. Lk,
1:6.. “And they were both righteous
before God, walking in ALL the com-
mandments and ordmances of the
Lord blameless ” No finer tribute

.could .be pald to human bcm"s than

this. It means also that we must
beglu a new life. Paul so beaut:,ful“
pictures the changed man.in these
wards, “Therefore, if any man be in
Christ, he is a mnew creature: old
things are passed away, all things are
become mnew,” 2 Cor. 5:17 and..in
Rom. 6:3 he tells us HOW and
WHEN this takes place, “Know ye
not, that so many of us as were han-
tized into Christ were baptized into
his death?” We are taught in Rom,
8:1 that those who are in Christ no
longer walk as before. “There is
therefore now no condemnation to
them -which are in Christ Jesus, who
walk not;after the flesh, but affer
the Spirit.” In other words, are no
longer in the “Broad wav that lead-
eth to destruction”, but have found
and are walking in “The narrow way
that leadeth unto life.” Matt. 7:13-14.

Noah is one of the Prpateqt exam-

_ples of those who “walked wth God”

and God sgved him. He had impli-
cit faith in Jehovah’s promise; name-

. Iy, that He would save him from the

flood of waters that was to destroy
_civiligation from the face of the
_earth, and by his complete and sub-
mlsswe. obed:ence his life and those
of hls 1mmedlate family were spared.
ermr S0 outatandmd in these  traits,
his name is.among those Patriarchs
of FAITH Jmentionad .in Heb. 11.
Lastly, Enoch “Walked with God,
and he was not for God took him”.

‘Gen. 5:24. For three hundred years,

S e S s
e o > ]

it is said he WALKED WITH GOD,
which implies he zealously followed
Jehovah day after day, year after
yvear, until he was taken from this
earth to enjoy the ceaseless ages cf
a never ending eternity with the Gei
he loved and served.

DEATH NOTICE!

Mrs. Prayer Meeting died recently
at the“First Neglected Church on
, Worldly Avéiiue. Born many- years
ago in the midst of great revivals,
she was strong, healthy child, fed
largely on Secriptural Holiness, soon
growing into world wide pr.ominengn,
was one of the most influsntial men:
bers of the Worship family,

For the past several vears Sistery
Prayer Meeting has heon in failinz
health, gradually wa-ting away un-
til rendered helpless bv stiffness of
knees, coldness of heart, inactivity
and weakness of purpose and will.

A post mortem showed that a de-
ficiency of Spiritual Food coupled
with a lack of Lasting Faith and
Pure Religion were of contributing
causes. Only a few were present at
her death, sobbing over memories of
her past beauty and power. Careful-
ly selected pall bearers were urged
to bear tenderly her remains away,
But the pall bearers failed to_appeart—
There were no flowers. Her hymns,
“Amazing Grace” and “Rock of Ages”
were not sung. Miss Ima Modern
rendered “Beautiful Isle of Some-
where,” but none seemed to have
any idea where the fancied isle
might be. She rests in the beauti-
ful cemetery of By-Gone Glories,
awaiting the summons from on high.

—Selected

Beloved, let’s not allow this “no-
tice” to be applied to our congrega-
tions. Instead of singing a requiem
or dirge over our praver meeting, let
us sing “REVIVE US AGAIN” and
be revived. I beseech you to attend
every service of the church—to be
ready unto every GOOD WORK. We'll
be expecting you to be present this
Wednesday evening. Let’s make it
100 per cent.

~

Say .kind words and you will hear
kind echoes.



“PROVE ALL THINGS”

The following article s by Evange-
list Don Hall. Bro. Hall is a son-in-
law to Bro. V:rgll Boler of Mammoth
Spring.

We are exhorted to *“contend ear-
nestly for the faith that was once
delivered unto the saints.” (Jude 3).
Paul says he was “set for the defence
of the Gospel” (Phil. 1:17). Again
Paul says “prove all things, hold fast
that which _is geod’. (I Thess, 5:21).

_—Yihite-at Athens “Therefore disputed

he in the synagague with the Jews,
and with the devout persons, and in
the market daily with them that met
with him” (Acts 17:17). Still fur-
ther Paul said “For I am not ashamed
of the Gospel of Christ.” (Rom. 1:18).
‘Stephen, guided by the Holy Spirit,
engaged in a public disputaton.
“There arose certain of the synago-
gue. . .disputing with Stephen. And
they were not able to resist the wis-
dom and the spirit by which he
spake.” (Acts 6:9-10). Since these
New Testament writers were guided
by the Holy Spirit, it is evident that
a public discussion of a religious
question was not wrong., It was not
wrong then, and it is not wrong
now.

All discussions should be in a
kind spirit; but to refuze to contend
for the “truth is not the spirit of
Christ. Anvthing that is not worth
contending for is evidently no part
of the faith which was once for all
delivered to the saints.

Henee, the church of Christ stands
ready at ahy time to uphold the truth
in either private or public discus-
sjon—and without fear of success-
ful contradiction because truth has
n thing to fear.

Any person that teaches some-
tking publicly should be willing to
defend from the scriptures that
which he has taught. If he does
not, he implies by his silence that
his teachings are false.

If vou marry a child of the devil
you are hound to have trouble with
father-in-law.

vour

No man has as g¢nod a neighbor
az he thiaks lLis neighbor has.

WILL HONESTY AND SINCERITY
ALONE SAVE?
Orbie Robbins —— Elizabeth, Ark,

Many people have been led fo be-
lieve that if one is honest and sin-
cere in what they believe in the
name of religion that God will save
and accept them in the last great
day. If this were true, then honesty
and sincerity would exclude obed-
ience to God. Solomon said it is
the whole duty of man to' fear God
and keep his commandments. Ece. 12:
13-14.

Paul stated that Christ is the aut-
hor of eternal salvation unto all them
that obey him. Heb. 5:89. God ac-
cepts those who fear him and work
righteousness, Acts 10:34-35, and Da-
vid said “All thy commandments are
righteousness.” Psa. 119:172. Again,
Blessed are they that do his com-
mandments. Lev. 22:14. From these
statements of divine truth we can
see that obedience to God is requir-
ed above the standard of honesty and
sincerity. We do-not minimize them
for certainly hyprocrisy will damn,
but they alone will not save.

From a business standpoint, peo-
ple will not accept and put into prac-
tice the idea that honesty and sin-
cerity alone is a safe standard. Neith-
er will they accept this standard on
the point of self-protection. No one
would say that rat poison could be
taken in honesty and sincerity with-
out ill results following. The same
principle is true in religion. Honesty
and sinceritv alone will not save.

Israel, as a people, were honest
and sincere, yet they were ignorant
of God’s righteousness and had not
submitted themselves unto the right-
cousness of God. Rom, 10:1-4. In
the last great day Jesus pictures a
class that no doubt were honest and
sincere, yet he said that he would
cav unto them, depart from me ve
workers of iniquity. I never knew
vou. Mt. 7:22. Solomon said there
is a wav that seemeth right unto
man but the end thereof are the
wavs of death. Prov. 14:23, Jeremiah
caid it is not in man that walketh to
¢ rect his own steps. Jer. 10:23.
T'rom these seriptures we can again

—

see that honesty and sincerity alone
will not secure divine approval. We
can further see from the following
examples that some were honest and
sincere, yet wrong.

“The Eunuch. Acts 8:35-39. He had
traveled mnot less than 500 miles
from Ethiopia to Jerusalem to wor-
ship according to the law. His zeal-
ousness. even exceeded some people
of today who will not travel one. mile
to -worship. The record shows the
Eunuch was worshipping in error.
Phillip began at the secripture the
Eunuch was.reading and preached
unto. him. Jesus. . The result was he
believed, was baptized and went on
his way rejolcing.

Saul of Tarsus. Honest, sincere,
but wrong. All the persecution that
he waged. against Christianity he did
with all_good conscience, Acts 23:1.
To Agrippa he said, “I verily thought
I ought to do many things contrary
to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.
Acts 28:8. Later on the road to Da-
mascus, when he realized that he was
wrong, he said, Lord what would
thou havest me to do? The Lord
answered, Arise and go infto the
city and there it shall be told thee
what thou must do. Acts 9:6. Three
days later he was told what to do.
Now, why tarriest thou? Arise and
be baptized and wash away thy sins,
calling on the name of the Lord.
Acts 22:16. We can see that Saul
was honest and sincere but it took
something more, namely, obedience
to. the Lord.

Regardless of ksw honest and sin-
cere one may be in what-he believes
and practices in religon, if it isn't
by the authority of Christ —it=will
never meet wth heaven's approval.
To be infallibly safe we must obey
Christ. Mt. 17:5. We must hear him
or be destroyed. Acts 3:22-23

By hearing and obeying Christ we
build upon .the rock to endure eter-
nally. Mt. 7:26-27. By hearing and
refusing to obey Christ we build up-
on sand, building for time only. Mt
7:24-25. How are you building? In
the judgment, will you stand as a
wise or s foolish builder? We can
obey Christ and be wise or refuse to
ohey and be faolish.
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