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GRACE
Elden Coil — Burk's Chapel
Do we in “The Church of Christ”

helieve we are saved by grace? (“For .

by grace are ye saved thru faith, and
‘that not of yourselves, it is the gift
of God. Not of works lest any man
should boast. Eph. 2:8-9”) Certainly
we believe we are saved by grace. The
Bible says we are. The Bible also de-

-¢lares in Tinmothy 3:15-18. Thes Serip-

tures are able to make us wise unto
Salvation, and further states that,
“All*scripture is given by inspiration
of God. Therefore we conclude, “Thru
faith in his word” that we must have
faith in all scripture, since it is all
the inspired word of God. Therefore
we beieve God when he declares in
his word that, we are saved, “by grace
thru faith” Eph. 2-8. “By faith,” Luke
7:50. “By hope”, Rom 8:24. “By re-
penting” Luke 13:3-5. “By confessing
christ” Mat. 10:32. “By baptism” Mk.

16:15-16 / I Pet. 3:21. Can we have '

faith in part.of the above scriptures
and not in all? They are the word of
God. They must all be accepted.

Rom. 10:17 declares, “So then faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God.” .

Study this passage carefully, it
reads that faith is based, or establish-
ed upon the word of God. In Rom.
10:8 Paul declares it to be. “The word
of faith which we preach.” The Bible
isn’t talking about faith in ourselves,
or in what we might think or feel
would be sufficent for us, it is talking
about faith in Gods word, the only
faith that is able to save mens souls.

o pir2:8 ESU UGS T 10 o1ié 0T Séver-
al warnings, pertaining to ‘“heart

felt religion or to man’s own opinion
in the matter of being saved. Prov.
14:12 says “There is a way which
seemeth right unto a man, but the
end thereof are the ways of death.
We can plainly see we must put our
faith and hope of eternal life firmly
upon the word of God.

Let us now turn back to Eph. 2:8
and study the word grace, Websters
new 20th century dictionary defines
it as follows, and I quote, “In a theo-
lpgical sense the free un-merrited
leve and favor of God.” Now, lets
back to the word of God, The basis
of our faith, for an expression of
Gods love, or grace. God so loved the
world that he gave his only begotten
son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlas-
ting life. Notice that man is here told

te believe. John 3:16.
Now let us ask ourself the question,
could we save ourselves apart from
..+ ang winout mis heip? To believe
this would be to accuse God of stupi-
aity. lie says that he gave his son.
When we receive something that 18
given we receive it free without la-
por. Hence Paul’s statement, Rom.
11:6 “and f by grage iben is-it-uo
‘more of works” B b
But let us not forget that it is
Thru faith in Gods word, all of it,
that we obtain this saving grace. Is
it then by faith only? The only time
‘faith oniy’ is mentioned in the Bible,
is in James 2:24; and there it is de-
clared to be, “and not by faith only”
in Jam.2:17 “ Even so faith, if it
hath not works, is dead being alone”.
I am sorry that space will forbid
me saying all T would like to say, or
all the Bible teaches on this subject,
but before &losing I would ltke to
turn to the old testament for*an ex-
ample of the saving grace of God,
which thru faith, and by works coupl-
ed with this faith, saved the human
race from destruction. Turn with me
to Genesis 6:8. “Noah found grace
in the eyes of the Lord”. Note the
warning of the flood in Gen. 6:13.
Note the command to build Gen. 6:14.
After reading the above scripture, we
might ask this question, would grace
alune have saved Noah? Certainly
not, it took faith. Would faith alone?
The answer is no. His faith had to
be strong to cause him to work, so
as to obey instructions given. He had

to build, he had io lshar..he had-to. Lhis «
e R : Yo

Acts 2-: 24 tells us the gospel is of
the grace of God. Rom. 1:16 says the
gospel is power unto Salvation. Rev.
14:6 declares it to be an everlasting
gospel. Again the Lord Jesus shall be
revealed from heaven with his mighty
‘angels, in flaming fire taking ven-
geance on them that know not God,
and that obey not the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Thess. 1:7-8.

Let us conclude by pointing out
the following, we have Gods grace of-
fered thru the giving of his only be-
gotten son upon the cross, which was
the redeming price for our sins. This
grace will never save us unless we,
like Noah, have a working faith.
requires of us to do, we,will (as Rom.
5:2 states) have obtained access by
faith into the saving grace of God.

s e

A LESSON FROM NICODEMMS

Amos McCord — ‘Mammoih Spring
In the third chapier of St. John we
read of Nicodemus’ inguiring of our
Saviour” How can a man pe bo.n
agaun wien pe is ola?”
Tnis remains today one of the

most -imgportant Guestiona asked gy
man. Nicouemus knew thai Jesus was

from God and that man must supmat
to the requirements of God i order
to be saved. Some have said that
Niecodemus made his visit at night be-
cause he didn’t want his friendas o
know. Others say he came by night
because Jesus was very busy. Nico-
demus was a Pharisees and a ruler
of the Jews. In John 7 we learn the
Pharisees and Jews were endeavor-
ing to have Jesus brought before
them and were asking their chief
priests and rulers if he (Jesus) also
had.them deceived. This same Nico-
demas being of the rulers said, verse
1, “Doth our law judge any man be-
tore it hear him and know what he
doeth.” We also read in John 19:59
that Nicodemus was present when
the body of our Lord was taken from
the cross and that he brought about
a gunared pound weight of a mixture
of Myrrih and aloes. The scriptures
cause us to believe that Nicodemus
was truly concerned about the wel-
fare of his soul.

Note that in John 3:3 Jesus told
him “Except a man be born again
he eannot see the Kingdom of Goa.”
estion Jnust be,given
nsideration if we are to have hope
beyond the grave. Nicodemus misun-
derstood and confused the spiritual
birth with a natural birth. Christ fur-
ther explained in answer to his ques-
tion of how can a man be born again,
“Except a man be born of water and
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into
the Kingdom of God”. John 3:5. Nico-
demas understood that a natural
birth consisted of one being born
from his mother’s womb, but needed
to know, as many do today, that we
are led by the Spirit through the
power of God’s word John 6:63 into
the waters of baptism and from
thence are born anew. “Let us draw
near with a true heart in full assur-
ance of faith, having our hearts
sprinkled from an evil comscience,
and our bodies washed with pure
water.” Heb. 10:22. *
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WELCOME HILL NEWS

Our meeting will begiu July 1,
and last two weeks. Bro. Huey
P, Hartsell wiil be the minister.
Bro. Hartsell held the meeting
here last year and we are cager
to have him back.

Bro. Chas Cavin preaehed for
us the ficst Sunday, Bro. Berry
the 2nd, Bro. Berry Hunnicutt
the 3rd and Bro. Ira Woodward
the fourth, We invite anyone
who wishes to, to worship with
us. Services begin at ten o
clock on Sunday; at 7;30 on Wed-
nesday for bible study. Our
singing school as well attended
and enjoyed by those attending.

-

EDITORIAL

“The Kingdom of Heaven is like
unto neaven which' a woman took and
hid in three measures of meal, till
the whole wds leavened:” Mt. 13:33.
This paper, dedicated to service of
. the greaiest cause on earth, has as
its primary = purpose the spreading
of Christ’s Kingdom on earth.

We have studied conditions in the
county for evangalization and find
several places' worthy of the consi-
deration of every church in the coun-
ty. Last month Bro. Clovis Ragsdale
and I made a trip into the western
part of the county to study needs and
conditions for evangelization. For a
long time many have wondered why
a church of Christ has never been
established in Viola. This little town
is, nevertheless, the third largest in
the county and it and two others con-
stitute the only incorporated towns
in the county. The others are Salem
and Mammoth Spring. Surely these
larger centers of population should
contain places where christian men
and women could wprship God in
spirit and in- truth.
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To our joy we found a small group
of such worshippers meeting in
Flint Springs community church
building. There were eleven mem-
bers, but three had recently moved
to Salem. Of the remaining eight,
one was not faithful to attend. Of
the seven remaining considering the
fact some of these sometimes visit
other congregations, there is an at-
tendance averaging four and five
each Lord’s day. The church was es-
tablished at this place four years
ago. Every meeting so far resulted in
at least one or more baptisms. Sadly
there was no meeting conducted in
1952. This group is 3% miles east
of Viola, and will disband at Flint

- Springs and meet-with “the - Viola-

church should one be established.
Realizing the need of this small but
struggling number Bro. Ragsdale of
Moten church and Bro. Woodward of
Mammoth Spring church met with
them Sunday April 5. Bro. Ragsdale
taught the class and Bro. Woodward
preached. Bro. MecDougal of Mt,
Home preaches there on Saturday
night before each fourth Sunday.

Above this encouraging factor, we
visited Bro. Shrable of the Cross-
roads congregation west m; Viola and
located just east of the Baxter-Fulton
county line. The Crossroads church
is interested in this work and the re-
port was that about ten members
meet with them who came from Viola
and community. Crossroads is the
third largest congregation in the
county and those who attend there
would not suffer an irreparable loss
by this diminishing of their numbers.

Again we learned of seven folks
in Viola who are or have been mem-
bers of Christ’s church.

Now where is that man who
thought some mission work should
be done at home? Here is the oppor-
tunity that could not fail, we sincere-
ly believe. Right now a gospel meet:
ing should be conducted in Viola. A
tent should be stretched on one of
the vacant lots. Arrangements for a
good song leader and singing class
needs to be make. Adequate seating
facilities provided, and brethren from
all over the county should attend as
interest will beget interest.

The brethren there needs the en-
couragement of your interest, need-
less to say they are not real strong in
the faith, or the church would alrea-
dy have been established there. They
may have been discouraged by the
task looking too great, and like water
have followed the line of least re-
sistance. Help them NOW. After re-
gular assembly of the body is organiz-
ed there, various neighboring chur-
ches should send regular men to help
in carrying on the work, that that
which is gained be not lost.

Now which of these things can you
do? Which are you willing to do?
Each of us can assist in this work.
Some of you will read this, say that’s
a fine work and ought to be done,
lay the paper down and hope some-
body else does it, and never do any-
thing to see it is done. Others will
write, tell what they can and will do,
that they will attend the meeting,
that the church where they meet will
provide some singers, books, seats,
tolks to atiend, ete. Some will help
with the finanecial burden of the
work. Somebody somewhere will ob-
ject to it, as it will increase their re-
sponsibility. This work needs doing
now, this spring. -
== What will you do, now?

—Boyd E. Morgan

INFLUENCE
George Davis - Union Hill

When we do a thing which later
we realize is a mistake, we must re-
pent of it to please God. Though we
may be forgiven our mistakes cause
unbelievers to doubt our sincerity.
We should wateh at all times to avoid
these sins. Our Christian light needs
to shine forth to -attract others to
Jesus. God is longsuffering and not
willing that any should perish but
that all should come to repentance.
II Peter 3:9.

Each of us influences others, and
shall give account of ourselves to
God. None of us lives to ourselves
or dies unto ourselves. Let us al-
ways be steadfast, unmovable, al-
ways abounding in the work of the
Lord, for we know if we labor, our
labor is not in vain in the Lord. Let
us beware lest Satan should get an
advantage'of us, for we are not ignor-
ant of his devices. His devices are
clever to lead us astray so let us
watch and pray. Always be mindful
of the admonition of Paul, “For we
must all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ; that every one may
receive the things done in his body,
according to that he hath done, whet-
her it be good or bad.” II Cor. 5:10.
The wages of sin is death, but the
gift of God is eternal life through
JeSus Christ our Lord. Rem. 6:23.

An old colored preacher said that
his favorite verse was there they
loafs and fishes.

The devil has a hearty respect for
work. He seldom tempts a busy man.

It did not take the Lord long to get
people out of Egypt, but it took forty
years to get Egypt out of the people.

It always pays to think.

The tree will not only lie as it falls,
but it will fall as it leans. What is
the inclination of your soul?

e
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TO THE CHILDREN or sistgr lying so sweet in their warm
{ ; : little bed remember that Jesus had

Once upon a time in the city of ; el
David, called Bethlehem, a child was 20 Ped to lay in when he was little.
born. A baby as tiny and sweet and Think how it would be if there were

deli littl b someone wanting to kill your tiny
t:d;;te,r;fs ﬁ’éylwfs ?laa!iego‘?e;:; baby brother or sister. What would

because Gabriel, an anget of the Lord, Y°% 90? Children, always remember
had been sent to tell Mary, the baby’s that Jesus was once a child like you,
mother, that this was the name for .1viBg on the same earth you do. Al-

him. So when Mary and her husband SC Yémember that Jesus loved the
Joseph went to pay their taxes in people enough to give his own life

the city of Bethlehem this baby was g’j Pane therflhThink of this and love
born. But he was not so fortunate as 17 even a& X loves you. Obey your
most of you young children are to- Parents, and go to church every time
day. There was no room for him in LR€re is a service. Remember, Jesus
the inn so his first little bed was a Wants you to. Think what he did so
manger and his little mattress was YOU could have the opportunity to go
no doubt the hay put there for ani. L° (_:hurch, then go andvthank G‘od for
mals to eat. But this lowly birth- [0Vil8 ¥ou enough to give up his own

place did not dull the joy of the ba- 4€ar som just to save you.

by’s father and mother, for they

were proud of their child and loved NEwWs '

it as your mothers and fathers love The church of Christ at Pilot
you today. And even,the angels re- thanks those preachers who spoke
joiced when the baby was born, and during this ‘Beginners Lectureship.’
the stars shone brighter than ever, Each delivered a timely and worth-
but one star in particular was beauti- while lesson. Also thanks to the
ful. It was so bright that the shep- many visitors who helped make our
herds in the fields ceased watching lectureship a success.

their flock to follow the star and dis- The singing school at Welcome
cover why it was so bright. So they Hill was well attended and Bro.
came to the manget where the baby Weaver did an excellent job of teach-
lay, and when they saw it they went ing. Brethren we need more of these
everyplace telling the people of the schools in the county.

wonderful baby they had seen. Even Bro. Harold Jackson spoke at Moten
the wise men from the east traveled the second Sunday in April.

far to see and worship the child. But The meeting that was to be held
some were jealous of the child and this month at Burk’s Chapel has been
sought to take it’s life. But God did changed to a later date we will an-
not intend that the baby should be nounce later.

harmed so he sent a message to the There will be several copies of this
baby’s father telling him where to paper left at Boler's Shoe Shop in
take the baby to keep it safe. So the Mammoth Spring for those who
baby grew,just as children do today, might want extra copies.

and as he grew he began to teach If you want copies of this paper
men the right way to live. He taught sent to your friends or any change
them who he was and why he had made in the mailing of your paper
been sent to earth. He had followers Wwrite to: Bro. Marvin Ed Berry, Mam-

-ple seeking to take his life. But now ail mailing. -
Jesus' was grown and not afraid of Bro. Keener from Harding College
men. He didn’t run away like men preaches each third Sunday at Cross-
would today, but he stayed and con- roads. We invite you to visit with us.
tinued to teach the truth and heal The Flint Springs Church of Christ
the sick. But at last came the time enjoyed splendid services Easter Sun-
when Jesus had to die on the cross day. Bro. Clovis Ragsdale taught the
to save the people of the world from Bible class and Bro. Ira Woodward
their sins. Still he hated no one for preached. One man was restored.
this, and as he was suffering on the There were thirty present, We are
cross he prayed to God to “forgive looking forward to the day when
them for they know not what they there will be a church in Viola, The
do”. But Jesus rose from the dead, brethern mentioned also visited
and God received him in Heaven, Crossroads and Mountain Home and
there to live until the day he shall both were interested, but who will
come again and take with him all the begin this work? Will you?
people on earth who have lived ae-
cording to the Bible and who have A good way to relieve the mono-
believed in God and who have bap- tony of any job is to think up ways of
tized. improving it.

Would you like to be one of those e

Jesus will take with him? You can. When you kill time just remember
When you look at your little brother that it has no resurrectiomn.

— —————

everywhere, but there were still peo- moth Spring, Ark IHe takes care of—

Three hundred thirty five attended
the Bible Forum conducted March 29
at the Church of —arist in Mammoth
Spring. The congregation at Thayer,
Mo. united in this service with M. S.
There were thirty six questions ask-
ed and answered by Bro. Boyd Mor-
gan, Bro. Larry Whitehead and the
visiting preacher, Bro. Brad Brumley
of Rector, Ark. Services lasted from
seven fo nine-thirty and were thor-
oughly enjoyed by everyone. All
were at liberty to ask any question
they desired. .

Get ready, The big series of Lee-
tures at Mammoth Spring begins
April 19. Bro. Morgan will conduct
services-on-Lord’s Days. The meet-
ing will continue through April 26.
Services each evening at 7:30. Speak-
ers are as follows:

Monday night — Bro. Harlan Hurd
of Fisher St. Church of Christ: Jones-
boro,.Ark.

Tuesday night '— Bro. Lowell
Blasingame of Pocahontas, Ark.

Wednesday night — Bro. Lonnie
Smith of Doniphan, Mo.

Thursday night — Bro. George
Darling of Coffeeville, Kansas.

Friday night — Bro. Joe Blue of
Morriston, Ark.

Saturday night — Bro. §. C. Pick-
ens, Sr. of Main and Oak Sts. Church,
Joneshoro, Ark.

Don’t miss this. Welcome.

Congratulations to Bro. and Sis-
ter Perry T. Vail of Wheeling, Ark,,
who celebrated their Golden Wedding
anniversary Easter Sunday. Many
presents were given them by friends,
a basket dinner was spread and many
friends both at home and from vari-
ous places called during the day.
Bro. Joe Blue spoke at the church
during the morning worship and Bro.
Boyd Morgan during the evening sep- -
vice., Several singers visited and both
class singing and quartet singing
were enjoyed.

THE NEW BIRTH
Edward Wood - Welcome Hill
To those who are interested in be-
ing born again I suggest a careful
study of the following New Testa-
ment. seriptures.

John - 318
LJahiY oo vl o 5:1-4
LoPeterscia o Soas - T Sl
I Johf .. __ — 2:28-29
BOMANS —artoe oo h e B
John 3 : . 563
Gslationy. .- .. na s o st Skl

Let us not pray for a light burden
but for a strong back.

Some men become big by doing
what they don’t want to do when they
don’t voot to do it



= CHARITY
Clovis Ragsdale Moten

Though I speak with the tongues
of men and of angels, and have not
charity, T am become as sounding
brassy or a tinkling ecymbal. And
though I have the gift of prophecy,
and understand all mysteries, and
all knowledge; and though I have all
faith, so that I eould remove moun-
tains, and have not charity, I am
nothing. I Cor. 13:1-2. We see from
these two verses that charity is to
be the greatest characteristic of a
christian. Many people today have
a distorted idea of the meaning of
the word charity. It means to many,
providing the necessities of life for
someone who is in need of help. The

true meaning of the word as it is’

used in the King James Version of
the New Testament means love, a love
that suffereth long, that envieth not,
and a love that endureth all things.
“And now abideth faith, hope,
charity, these three, but the greatest
of these in charity. I 'Cor. 13:13.
From this verse we can grasp the
greatness of love as love is placed
above faith. We realize why, when
we consider how useless is faith, if
faith is void of love. One cannot be
a christian without love. He that
loveth not, knoweth not God, for God
is love. Some people are born with
the tendency to love all whom they
come in contact with. They are un-
selfish in «haracter and think of
others before themselves, Many peo-
ple are not so fortunate and they have
to spend a lifetime cultivating and ac-
quiring the tendency to love. :
Christians have constantly before
them the greatest example of love
the world will ever know. No sweeter
words are to be found in all the holy
scriptures than John 3:16 “For God
so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten son, _that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish,
but - have everlasting life.” Al that
we might do in our entire lifetime
becomes pale and insignificiant when
compared with the great luve God
has chown for all mankind. There is

- no greater way of showing love for.

our rellowman than teaching him how
to care for his soul, so that he may
somecay live with God in that great
forevermore. Christians who fail to
do this are failing to show the neces-
sary love for God and for their fel-
lowmen. Love iz the trademark of
a christian. Love is the Church’s most
effective weapon. It is the most
powerful force in the universe. Tne
great love shown by christians of the
first century enabled them to cariy
the gospel to all the then known
world. When we obtain the degree
of love they prossessed (and only
then) shall we be able to place the
go-pel before all people of the earth.

HEALING?

L. M. Kersey Mammoth Spring

Jesus said, “And that repentance
and remission of sins should be’
preached in his name among all na-
tions, beginning at Jerusalem.” Luke
24:47. Verse 49 says, “And hehold, I
send the promise of my Father up-
on you: but tarry ye in the city of
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with
power from on high.

This power came as is recorded in
Acts 2 and the apostles went every-
where preaching the word with signs
confirming it. To them was given the
power to take up serpents, drink
deadly poison, lay hands on the sick
and cause them to recover. :

What is the difference in the way

‘the so called healers of today per-

formed miraculous healing and the
way the Apostles healed? The Apost-
les spoke the word and the afflicted
was made whole. Today’s so-called
healers pray, then pray more, then
get up and ask the blind, crippled,
and sick if they are healed. Needless
to say these afflicted are in the same
shape as he was before they prayed.
We have often seen this played, and
not one case has heen produced where
they can make proof of power. If we
question their pdwer, they usually
say, “We can’t do anything, it is the
Lord working through us. But Jesus
told the Apostles, “Verily, verily, I
say unto you, he that believeth on
me, the works that I do shall he do
also: and greater works than theso
shall he do; because I go unto my
Father.” John 14:12. It remains that
if the Lord works through them,
they ought to do something. In James
2:18 we are told, “Lest, a man 'may
say, Thou hast faith, and I have
works: Shew me thy faith without
thy .works, and I will shew thee my
faith by my works” Verse 20 £ays,
“But wilt thou know, O vain man,
that faith without works is, dead?”

The Taith of todays false healers
is certainly alone and friends, it is
high time we were trying some of
these spirits. I John 4:1 tells us to
try the spirits, for there are many
false spirits gone out in the world,

We have not always had the New
Testament, Though under the
covenant of 'grace the Apostles could
not quote the New Testament before
it was written. How ecould Phillip
have preached to the Eunuch about
the conversion of Saul when it had
yet happened.

In I Cor. 13:9 we read, “For we
know in part,and we prophesy in
part, but when that which is perfect
is come, that which is in part shall
be done away. In James 1:25 “Who-
soever lcoketh into the perfeect law
of liberty and continueth therein,
being not a forgetful hearer, but a
doer of the work, this man shall be

blessed in his deed.” When the law
of the Lord, properly confirmed was
recorded the things in part (given for

confirmation); ceased.  Prophecies
failed, tongues ceased, miraculous
knowledge vanished away. Faith,

Hope, Charity abides. See I Cor. 13.
I wrote this because I have some very
dear friends that are being deceived
by these false claims of healing.

“THE PREACHER~”

Lemuel Martin — Welcome Hill

Text: Rom. 10:14

Question 1: By what other terms is

known?

“Minister” Eph. 3:7-8 and Tim.

4;2-5. , R o

“Evangelist” 2nd Tim. 4:1-5.

Question 2: What is he to preach?

“Christ” Acts 8:5; 8:35
“Word” 2nd Tim. 4:2

Not himself, “ For we preach not
ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord,
and ourselves your servants for
Jesus Sake.”

“Not a Perverted Gospel”

“I marvel that ye are so soon Te-
moved from him, that ealled you, in-
to the grace of Christ unto another
Gaospel. e

Which is not another; but ther
be some that trouble you, and would
pervert the Gospel of Christ. Bui
though we, or an angel from Heaven,
Preach any other Gospel unto you,
than that which we have preached
unto you. Let him acecursed,

As we said before, so say I now
again. If any man preach any other
Gospel unto you, than that ye have
received, let him be accursed. Gal.
1:6-9.

Question 4: Whepre is he topreach?
“Everywhere” Mark 16:15
Tierefore they that were scattered

abroad went every where preaching

the word.” Acts 8:4
“He must preach: ;
“Earnesily” 2 Tim, 4:2 In Love

Phil. 1:15-16 Fully Rom. 15:19;
“Freely” 2 Cor. 11:7 Sincerely

Phil. 1:15-17 Boldly Acts. 9:27.

Question 6:

Why should he preach?

2 Tim. 4:2 “It is a command”,

Rom. 10:14, “To let the people
hiear”.

Acts 14:15 To turn people.

1 Coir. 1:21 To save people.

Many moderns who believe that
being good is old fashioned should
be reminded that one of the oldest
-fashioned things in the world is siq.

“Seest thou a man hasty in his
words? There is more hope of a fool
than of him.

— Prov. 29:30



