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Are You "Led
by the Spirit!

By Richard England

If you are not being "led" by
the Spirit, you are not a child of
God. "For as many as are led by
the Spirit of God they are the
sons of God." (Romans 8:14) Be
ing "led" by the Spirit involves
two very obvious points: (1) Di
rections given by the Spirit, and
(2) our following the directions.
The Spirit may give a multitude
of directions but unless we follow
them He is not leading us.

Does the Spirit give directions
to us today? If He does not, we
are groping in darkness. Men
have searched in their own ways
without success to find the won
derful things of God. By means
of the world's wisdom, scientific
developments, and intellectual at
tainments, no man can know the
WILL OF GOD. (1 Cor. 1-18-
21) In order for us to know the
things of God, there must be com
munication between God and man!
Such communication occured when
God by His Spirit, revealed His
will to the men that wrote the
New Testament. "Revelation" is
"the act of revealing; the dis
closing to others of what was be
fore unknown to them." 1 Corin
thians 2:6-10 declares that the
thing being taught by Paul was
indeed a "revelation". Something
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that had not been known before
was made known to them "by the
Spirit". These things were not in
tended to be directions for ONLY
the few men to whom they were
first revealed. They were told to
preach these truths to all the
world. (Matthew 28:19) They in
turn, being directed by the Holy
Spirit to do so, commanded those
that heard them to teach others
who would inform still others. We
see, then, that the thirigs taught
in the NEW Testament are a law
for us today too. If we studied
this at length we would find the
evidences legion, proofs undeniable,
and the conclusions irresistable
that God directs us today by the
Word the New Testament. Who a-
mong members of the church of
Christ would deny this?

It is mandatory that we follow
the directions given in the New
Testament if we are to be accep
table in the sight of God. Only
those that are "led by the Spirit"
are the children of God. One is not
being "led by the Spirit" if he
does not submit to the overtures
of the New Testament. When Ro
mans 8:14 speaks of being "led
by the Spirit", the reference is for
the whole of the situation of God's
part in giving directions coupled
with man's part in accepting and
following such directions. This is
somewhat the climax of what has
gone before in the book. Early in
the book Paul sets out the proposi
tion to be proved by the rest of
the book. Simply stated it is: THE
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JUST SHALL LTVE BY FAITH.
He then shows the universal need
of salvation in that all have sin
ned, both JEW and Greek. Next,
he demonstrates that salvation
and life cannot come by a law that
demands sinlessness because we
do not live without; sin. If man is
saved at all, it must be by a sys
tem of "faith" which, when fol
lowed, will grant forgiveness of
sin. Such a system is that which
came by Jesus Christ, and was
revealed by the Holy Spirit. This
is from God. Anything else, re
gardless of how holy and pious it
might appear or how right it may
seem io be, is of the world and
does not remove the guilt of s i n
and the condemnation of the man
who follows it. But, "there is
therefore now no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus,
who walk not after the flesh, but
after the Spirit." (Romans 8:1)
The emphasis here is on Man's
part of being "led by the Spirit".
To "walk after the Spirit" is syn-
anymous with walking in the
light" and "walk by faith". They
all refer to walking, or living in
this life, in accordance with, and
by faith in, the gospel of Christ
which was revealed by the Holy
Spirit to give us light, or show us
the way.

If a man will not walk after the
Spirit, in the light, by faith, he
stands eternally condemned. In
that God demands that a man so
walk, it is quite elementary that,
in accordance with His mercy and
justice, the directions as to how
to walk be easily recognizable as
being from Him. In His efforts to
lead man, God never beclouded
His directions in ambiguity. If we
cannot be for certain as to when,
where, and how the Spirit leads us
we cannot be certain that he does
lead us!

There are those who believe that
the Holy Spirit leads Christia n s
today in some other way than the
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