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meet ng in the school house for a time,
then in a private home. In 1924 a new
pollding was built which has served as
tie noine for the church for most of the
wie sinc2 then. Brother Tom Tucker
42! Joon Weaver served as elders for
tuany years. Many able preachers have
preacied at Heart. Among them were:
sroiher Dryan, F. A. Bailey, Joe Blue,
Lacy Holt, Monroe Lemmons, J. A, Mec-
Nult, Joe Pruett, Leroy Miller, Frank
Guuakid, Owen Siroud, Boyd Morgan, Or-
b ¢ Robbins, Joe Grissom, Ado Osborne,
M. 5. Gabbert, Eugene Foyler, and John
weaver.

-~ The church has an average a'ttndance
of from 25 to 35 each Lords cay. Bob
Clinton, Truman Benton a4 Carol Ben-
ton serve as leaders. Th: church sup-
ports Southern Chrictian Home and has
a meeting each year as well as month-
ly preaching. The building has recent-
Iy been rer-dcied and painted. The
wriler rocently attended a service in
+7i’eh the bulding was full, Brother
!, A. Bailey of Whitney, Texas was
preaching. The congregation has gained
in numbers in recent months due to
people mav ng back into the commun.ty.

NOTICE OF MEETINGS

Dalton, Ark. — July 22, Arthur Black-
well

Salem, Ark — July 21, Harlin Hurd
Sturkie, Ark. — July 31, Harlin Hurd
Burks Chappel, — July 22, Charles Coil
Liberty Hill, — July 27, Edgar J. Dye
Camp — August, 5 W. E. Bingham
Hatfield — August 12, Raymond Bailey
Pilot — August 1, Lowell Blasingame

Ths paper is very gratefuf to brother
Marion Farley of Dallas, Texas for con-
tributing an article each month and for
the $5 dollars per m.nth the congrega-
tion where he worships is sending to sup-
port the paper.

to, and suggests at one time, they were
in complete harmony wth God’s will
but are no longer subjeet to Him with
wh.m we have to do.

The first Old Testament character
whose life we wish to study, is that of
Solomon.

When it pleased Johovah {o make Him
king over his people Isreal in the rcom
of his father David, it pleased the Lord
very much to hear him request “an un-
derstanding heart,” that he might be
able to rule this great muliitude of
veople widsely, and not to ask for riches
honor, long life, or the life of his ene-

“mies, -this—he. willingly granted, and

promised all these other blessings also,
if he would but serve him, as did David
his father.

We see him as he starts his reign,
fullowing in the steps of h's illustrious
father, by wholly serving the Lord Gor
of his fathers, meting out justice and
mercy to those respectively to whom
it was due.

And although he displayed unequal-
ed wisdom in many ways in the early
part of h's colorful and dramatic re-
ign, (did run well), yet in later years
he let his ‘“strange wives,” turn his
heart from following God, who had ele-
vated him to this high station in I'fe,
and because of this, He told him the
kingdom would be taken from Him and
given to another, but would not be done
during his 1'fetime, and, so ended the
career of the most brilliant and talented
man ever to grace God’s ‘footstool’.

Coming on down fo the days of Christ
we read of another, Judas started out
with the other Apostles and seems for
a time, was faithful, for Peter in add-
ressing the assembly after the ascens’on
of the Savior said, “Judas by transgres-
sion fd'1” (Acts1:25), indicating fhat
for a time he was faithfully discharging
h’'s duties as an apostle of the Lord un-

The church of Christ in West P.ains,
is offering a Free Bible Study Cotres
pondence Course. Send your name and
address to Lavern Stewart, Box 82, West
Plains, Mo.

til his greed for money caused him to
betray the Son of Ged fur about $i..00
the price commonly paid for the mean-
est of slaves.

Making a modern day application of
the text “Ye did run well,” it isn’t
hard to find a number who have stari-
ed out, but have fallen by “the ways.de.”

So many Lave let negligence get the
upper hand, possibly by first missing a
service ortwe,-and befure long several at
a time, and then finally, by gong just
now and then, or not at all.

Some have an unbelieving make who
resents regular church attendance, and
therefore many are drawn away in this
manner.

Others are pleasure seekers caring
not for the Lord who bought them with
his own precious blood he shed on Cal-
vary's cross.

There are many other ways in which
Christians have become entangled a-
gain in the things of the world, and
the'r love to Christ have grown cold,
but these will suffice to show that the
Christian must be ever on guard, and
to keep in memory the warnings of the
great ‘Teacher,’ “Love not the world—
if any man love the world, the love of
the Father is not in him”, and, “If any
man will eome after me, let him deny
h'mself and take up his cross and fol-
low me.” also, “Set your affections on
things above, and not on things on the
earth.”

Let us be careful to “Run well,” all
the way, for Jesus said, “He that en-
dureth unto the end shall be saved,”
and, “Be thou faithful unto death, and
1 will give thee a ecrown of life.”
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EDITORIAL

I would like to call your attention to
the number of meetings now in progress
or which will soon start. A big meet-
ing is one of the highlights of a congre-
gations work and to be successful, re-
quires a concentrated effort on the part
of each member. A meeting is held for
the primary purpose of reaching the
people of the community who are not
members and leading them to Christ.
The meetings that I have attended in
recent years have been well attended
in numbers, but most of those in at-
tendance were members of the church.
The people that the meeting was held
for were not present. Twenty years
ago this was not the case, for when a
tent was put up, or an arbor was built,
large numbers of people would attend
who were not christians. It was not un-
common for there to be ten or fifteen
or even more people converied to
Christ. What are the reasons for this
change. :

There are several things that would
have to be mentioned. People had more
time in which to go to church in the
past, bul now the economy taxes our
time to such an extent that only faith-

ful christians will put forth the -effort -

necessary to attend a gospel meeting.
Entertainment is more accessable to all
today. Persons who might be only in-
terested in religion had rather go to
shows, or stay at home and -look at
television, or engage in the wvarious
others forms of entertainment. Good
cars and roads may hinder some from
going to church. We would think that
this would be a help, but the fact re-
mains that many people would rather
drive in the cool of the evening or just
plain sight see, than to attend a church
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service. Prejudice is a great reason
that attendance is down al big meetings.
People in this section of the nation
have became familiar with the teaci-
ing of the restoration movement and
have formed opinions, many times un-
favorable, which causes them to shun
even ment oning Bible subjects in lue
presence of members of thz church.
These and other reasons have cut the
attendance in many places to the point
that brethren are searching for ways
to remedy this problem. The Editor
knows of no sure answer. I will pass
on to the readers a few suggestions
which might help in some places.

Personal contacts of the individual
members with their friends in the every
day walk of life otfers a fertile field
for leading some cne to Christ who might
never be reached in any other way.
We are told that the early christians
went everywhere preaching the gos-
pel, today we leave too much of the
teaching to the preachers.

Every Christian should regard him-
self as instrument in which someone
can be lead to Christ. It might be that
the r'ght example of christian living on
the part of the individual would be the
means of saving a soul, certainly the
world expects this of us and we must
not fail in this respect, for one of the
most common excuses given for people
not becoming christans is that there
are too many church members who are
not living up to what they preach.

The other way in which this problem
might be eased is to use the press and
radio more. The history of many radio
programs are noted for the people who
came ask ng to be baptized because they
had learned the truth in the quiet of
their own homes listening to some gos-
pel preacher sending the word forth
on the airways of this country. No one
thing is going to alleviate -this hindr-
ance and the Elders of every congre-
gation need to give much study to this
problem. — Clovis Ragsdale.

Man is saved by his belief, not by
Baptism. This is the question that was
sent to Billy Graham (Nobody in our
family has ever been baptized. Now that
I have been converted, I want to, but
my parents forbid me. What shall I
do.)

We want to call your attention to the
last part of Mr. Graham’s answer to

this question. He says (Being a Coris-
tain always is a condition of the heart
and mind. We take Christ by an act of
faith, and the Bible teaches that a “man
is justified by faith.”) It is an evident
fact that before one can be a Christian
his heart must be right. But that heart
is not made right unil it nas obeyed the
truth. Peter says., Seeing ye have puri-
fied your souls in chey ng the truth
through the Spirit into unleigned love
of the brethren, see that ye love one
another with a pure heart frequently.
Being born again, not of corruptible
seed bul of incorruptible by the word of
God, which liveth and abideth for us.
1 Pet. 1:22-23.

No one’s soul or heart is right in lhe
sight of God that has not obeyed the
truth or gospel of Jesus Christ. Com-
pare Mr. Graham’s statement to that
of the apostle Peter’s and see how they
confradict. (Mr. Graham says we take
Christ by an ACT of FAITH and the
Bible teaches that a man is justified by
faith.) Yes, but Paul d.d not teach that
anyone was right in the sight of God
by the act of faith only as Mr. Graham
tries to leave within the minds of those
who read his article. Who believes that
the apostle Paul contrad cted himself?
Mr. Graham quotes from Paul in Rom.
5:1. Therefore being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ. His conclusion is
the moment one believes he is saved.
But that is not Pauls teaching about
faith. Hear him in the very next chap-
ter. 'Know ye not that to whom ye
yvield yourselves servants to obey, his
servants ye are to whom ye obey; wheth-
er of sin unto death or of obedience unto
righteousness? But God be thanked, that
ye were the servants of sin, but ye have
obeyed from the heart that form of
doctrine which was delivered you. Be-
ing then made, free from sin, ye became
the servants of righteousness. Rom. 6:
16-18. Paul when did you say that our
heart was made right in God’s sight?
I said when one’s faith is strong enough
to obev the doctrine of the beloved Son
of God. Now hear Mr. Graham: (The act
of being baptized is an act of obedience.
You disobey God only when it is possible
to obey Him and you refuse to do so.
We are not saved by baptism or by any
other religious form or ordinance. We
are saved by Christ who died for our
<=z and rose again for our justification.
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As much as you can, vbey God, but do

not feel that your s tuation is depend-
ent upon any outward form.). Now note
he says (baptism is an act of OBEDIEN-
CE, but you disobey God only when
:{ is possible to obey him and you refuse
to do so.) Only those who obeyed the
ACT of baptism in the apostle days
became children of God, and so it is
today. Only those who have been bap-
tized into Christ have put on Christ.
Gal. 3:27. Because this person’s folks
objeets to baptism Mr. Graham tell this
cne that it is not possible for him or
her which ever it may be to be bap-
tized. He in other words tells this one
to obey its parents who stand in rebellion
to God instead of obeying God. He
again states, (we are not saved by bap-
L sm or by any other religious form or
ordnance.) Peter what do you say about
the matter? The like figure whereunto
even baptism doth also now SAVE us
(not the putting away of the filth of the
flesh, but the answer of a good con-
scicnce toward God.) by the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. I Pet. 3:21 I am
going to take my stand with the word
of God and be sure, what about you fri-
ends? Next he says (we are saved by
Christ who died for our sins and rose
again for our justification.) Yes, we are
saved by Christ, but for anyone to he
saved by Christ he will have to accept
the Gospel tvrns of pardon to be for-
given of his sins. The word of God says,
Plesred are they that do his command-
ments, that they may have right to the
tree of life, and may enter in through
the gates into the city. Rev. 22:14,
Yet Mr. Graham teaches that bap-
tism is an act of obedience though one
is saved or justified with out the act
of obedience. Certainly we are saved
by Christ if we obey him, but, those
who refuse to obey have no promise in
the state of eternal bless when we come
to stand before him. Christ is the author
of eternal salvation unto all them that
obey him. Heb. 5-8. Mr. Graham has it
Christ is the author of eternal salvation
unto all them that do not obey him.

He says as much as you can, obey
God, but do not feel that your salva-
tion is dependent upon any outward
form. He is saying that one obeys God
without an outward manifestation of
obedience to the commandment of our
Lord. Read Rom. 6:3-5, Gal. 3:26-29,
Acts, 22:16, and see if such could be

so. What will men say in order to get
away from the act of baptism. It is an
impossibility for Mr. Graham to prove
his teaching by the word of God.

by Arthur C. Blackwell.

THE SHAME OF IT

“He that answereth a matter before
he heareth it, is folly and shame unto
him.” (Prov. 18:13.)

Often we are called upon to commit
ourselves upon a matter before we hear
what that matter is. “I'll tell you some-
thing, if you will not tell it,” one hears
so often. It is folly and shame to so com-
mit oneself. It was such rash decision
that brought grief to a victorious war-
rior in Old Testament days. So elated
over victory, he said that he would offer
as sacrifice “Whatsoever cometh out”
of his house upon his return. But it was
his daughter that came out first! This
man was much grieved because of his
“folly,” but we can imagine that he was
more cautious in making vows there-
after.

We describe a matter like this de-
scribed by Solomon as prejudice judging
without properly considering facts.
Many a person closed his heart to the
truth because he makes up his mind
before hearing the truth. “He answer
eth a matter before he heareth it.” How
many times have we heard men say,
“I would not change (my religious state)
if I knew I was wrong.” This one has
answered before he hears, and thus
he engulfs himself in “folly and shame.”
No one can do justice to his soul by mak-
ing his decisions without hearing first.
Let every heart be open to the truth
at all times, and let every heart be ready
to hear the whole truth.

When Peter reached the house of Cor-
nelius, having been sent to him to tell
him “words, whereby thou and all thy
house shall be saved, Cornelius said,
“We are all here present before God,
to hear all things commanded thee of
God.” This man did not make up his
mind as to what he would do before
hearing, but he desired to hear first,
and was resolved to do whatsoever he
heard commanded of God. Thus being
commanded to be baptized, he did as
commanded. Have you, friend?

The wise man is positive and con-
structive, hence, he builds on the rock
—Christ.

DIVINE MEDICINE

“A merry heart doeth good like medi-
cine: but a broken spirit drieth the
bones.” (Prov. 17:22.)

God has placed within our reach the
things that are necessary to our well
being. Man was made upright in the
beginning, and God gave him the things
essential to a continued state of well
being. It is the abuse of our God-given
rights that has brought the unhappi-
ness and misery upon us that we suffer
today. Had mankind used properly what
God gave us, we would be happier, and
our lives would be longer upon this
earth.

Today the world is sick. Few homes
one finds without a medicine cabinet
filled with various kinds of medicine, or
boxes and bottles indicating the use of
the same. Few, however, realize that
in most cases the cause of sickness lies
within the disposition of the individual.
Dissipation, worry and wvexation causc
more of our ailments than do “germs.”
Such it is that reverses the gear of our
organism, and causes a ceasation of the
proper function, often producing the
exact opposite in function, and sick-
ness follows.

I believe that it is said that it takes
thirteen muscles to smile and about six-
ty four to frown. Does not this agree
with Solomon’s statement, “A merry
heart doeth good like medicine?” It is
the “broken spirit” that “Drieth up the
bones.” But some one will say, “ I would
be happy if it had not been for the fai-
lures of others.” This is but natural
that we “ pass the buck.” and offer ex-
cuses to justify ourselves: this is a
common weakness of mankind. But pos-
sibly there is some truth in the state-
ment. My disposition and conduct can
affect the other person, and for that
reason | should do something to help
others be merry.

David said, “Blessed (happy, merry)
is the man that walketh not in the coun-
sel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat
of the scornful. But his delight is in
the law of the Lord; and in his law doth
he meditate day and night.” (Psa. 1:1)
One is promised happiness only in walk-
ing “in the law of the Lord.” Buf when
one walks in the “law of the Lord,” he
avails himself of the things God has
provided for his good.
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ABES IN CHRIST
1 Cor. 3:1-2, Heb. 5:13; 1 Pet. 2:1-2
Erwin Cowen ... S s Moten

The living of life is a serious busin-
ess, and in as much as the durabion 1s
uncertain it behooves everyunc w0 Lve
well, and to begin early in ibe directing
of energy.

You as well as older persons, know
that if your congregation coninues tu
cairy on the wotk of the Lord in your
community, we must look to you for the
work. The old .ia2s will soon be gone,
and the middle aged onz=3 will soon be
inactive. You must be trained, taugit,
and you must learn. You need not fail
to develop into strong work ng Chiist-
ians. (There is a great responsibility for
failure.)

If there be such a failure who is to
bear the blame :

1. The ones who fail, of eourse.

2. Anyone else- That depends.

If the church, its members, elders,
preachers and teachers fail to do what
they can to develop and help Babes in
Christ to grow, then they, we each of
us must share the responsibility.

Let us remember there are two ways
in which we can teach. 1. Knowing God’s
truth and importing it to them. 2. Sett-
ing before them the proper example.

1f we negleet the Bible study can we
expeet more of them, the assembling to-
gether, can we expect them to bhe more
interested than we.

There are three key words for life’s
program which aré essential to Chris-
tain growth.

1. Study.

2. Pray.

3. Obey Ptk

We shall notice each of them:

STUDY — We do not hope for any
calling life without study but we persu-
ade ourselves that we can succeed in
the greatest, most important of all en-
terprises, becoming like Christ without
any special effort, but please note and
read the following (II Tim. 2:15, I Thess.
4:11-12.

Study to know the will of God.

It will be to your advantage in time
and eternity to avail yourself of every
opportunity to know more of the teach-
ings of the Blessed Book. If you will
recolve and keep the resolution, I will

never miss a lesson taugat from Gods
word. (HExcept something arises ove:
which I nave no control.) You wili suc-
ceed.

There are two groups in the matter of
teaching. 'Teachers and learners. Jesus
says “Learn of me.

In Acts. 20:28 the elders are instruct-
ed to feed the flock,” this necessar.y
implies that the flock assemble to be
fed. Then .f the teaching be ever so
eff .cient, each must learn for himself,
showing inlerest and attention is very
impert.

PRAY — To live the Caristian life
without prayer :s as impossible as to
live our animal life without brealaing,

Prayer the vutlet to the human heait,
outlet to all our woes, heartaches, and
sorrows. Do not expect to live without
heartaches bwi when they come do
as the disciples who “Went and told
Jesus.”

Prayer the inlet of joy and peace. It
will never leave thee” Heb. 13:5, hs
forgiving luve.

OBEY — There is no lesson more im-
portant to the young christian than that
of obedience and constitutes authority.
The first commandment with prom se
is obedience. ¥ph. 6:1-3. Let the senti-
ment of your heart be, Lord what will
thou have me do.

Our frequent assembly for worship,
exhortation, and edification, is a part
of God's plan for our safety. We are
warned aga nst neglecting the assembly
Heb. 10:25. But, savs one 1 have heard
some go.d person say we have no com-
mand to eat the Lord’s supper. Let us
study I Cor, 11 chagter especially verse
23-26. No authority for observing every
first day! The primitive church under
the direct guidence of the apostles is
our pattern, on the first day of the week
the church specially assembled I Cor.
16:2 on that day they were to give of
their means as they were prospered.
Break the bread eat the Lord’s supper
(Acts. 20-7) Say some it does not say
every first day. We must give more
earnest heed to the things we hear.
If they failed to give heed under the
law they were punished.

“Remember the Sabbath,” Every time
the Sabbath rzturned there was the
commandment to keep it holy. There-
fore everytime the first day of the
week returns there is the example to eat
the Lord’s supper.

Romans 14:23 — Clovis Ragsdale

And he that doubteth is damned if he
eat, because he eateth not of faith: for
whatsoever is not of faith is sin.

This verse of scripture is one that
concerns each christian as an individual
very greatly. Paul bad p..n insduce 23
the oicinlen a¢ Rom: .o conuemning
one another in respect of such things 2s
the eating of meats sacrificed to idols,
and of the observing of Jewish fest.val
days.

The lesson for us today is that if
we do anything which we might have
reason to doubt whether or not it would
be right to do, then to us it would be
sin.

Paul said that whatsoever is nol oi
faith is sin, thus we need to be carciul
not to vioiaie our conscicnce. Tais a.so
teaches that we need to be careful not
to condemn others on matters which are
not mentioned in the Bible, but which
we might think would be sinful, and
indeed would be for us as they could
not be done in faitn. Ta2 th.ngs that
Gud has specifically commanded, we
have no choice but to obey. They are
some things which come under liberty
and it is these that this verse is con-
cerned.

Brother Claude Hall of Houston, Tex
as has time for one meeting and would
like for it to be in North or Easteirn
Arkansas, during this summer or fall.
Any congregation who has not already
secured a preacher would du well in
contacting Brother Hall, his address is
722 Fostoria, Houston 9, Texas.

Brother Arthur Blackwell has been
conducting a meeting in Grants Pass,
Oregon.

Brother Woody Woodward preached al
Mammoth Spring on the fourth Sunday
in June,

Marvin Powell of the Halfield, Mo..
commun ty will ecnduct a singing school
at Pilot, beginning July 15.

Many visitors have been in evidence
at services this summer. Most are breth:
ren who formerly lived in this county,
but now live in distant places.

A task without a vision is drudgory:
a vision without a task is a dream: a
vazx with a vision is vietory. —Anony-
mous.



