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THE "RED LETTER" JESUS
PART ONE
by Ted J. Clarke

There are no words capable of fully
expressing the magnificence of Jesus
Christ. The apostle Paul styled Jesus as
God's "unspeakable gift" (2 Corinthians
9:15). At the Transfiguration of Jesus,
God said, "This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased; hear ye him"
(Matthew 17:5). Christ noted that his
words will judge us in the last day
(John 12:48). It is impossible to put too
much emphasis on the need to hear
Christ and obey his words (Matthew
7:24).

However, a serious error is made by
those who study the Bible and insist
that Christ's words, which are printed
in red letters in many editions of the
Bible, are more important than the
words not printed in red. When study-
ing with someone, you may make a
point from something said by Peter,
Paul, or others, only to have that person
reply, "But Jesus didn't say that. It isn't
in red letters.” There may be two things
intended by such comments. One is that
maybe Paul or Peter said something
that contradicts what Jesus said. If so,
then Jesus ought to carry more authori-
ty than any of his apostles. A second
point which may be intended is that
since Jesus didn't say it, it is not as im-
portant as what he did say. This might
also imply that we ought to concentrate
more on what Christ said during his
personal ministry than on what the
apostles and other New Testament au-
thors said. Both concepts are wrong
and may lead those who believe them to
neglect some essential teachings in the
Scriptures.

No Contradictions Between
Christ and Apostles

Regarding the first point, neither
Peter or Paul nor any other New Testa-
ment author ever contradicted anything
that Jesus taught. Christ said that the
Holy Spirit would take what he received
of Jesus and reveal it to the apostles
(John 14:26; 16:13-14). Therefore, the
apostles could only speak and write
what Jesus directed them to do, through
the Holy Spirit. While praying to the
Father about his apostles, Jesus said, "I
have given them thy word...Sanctify

them through thy truth; thy word is
truth” (John 17:14, 17). Later in his
prayer Jesus asked that his apostles
might be "one" in him and the Father,
"that they may be made perfect in one”
(John 17:21-23). This oneness for which
Christ prayed included “"them also
which believe on me through their
(apostles’) word" (John 17:20). Jesus
and his apostles never contradicted
each other in their teachings. They were
directed by the Spirit whom Christ sent.
"But when the Comforter is come, whom
I will send unto you from the Father,
even the Spirit of truth, which proceed-
eth from the Father, he shall testify of
me: And ye also shall bear witness, be-
cause ye have been with me from the
beginning” (John 15:26, 27). When
someone Tails to do something that the
apostles or other inspired men taught,
because one believes that it contradicts
Jesus, it simply means that that person
misunderstands either Christ or the
apostles, or perhaps both. There is har-
mony in all that Jesus and the inspired
writers said, even though at times
some things may be difficult to under-
stand (cf. 2 Peter 3:15-186).

The Gospels, PLUS Acts,
the Epistles and Revelation
Are Christ's Words

The second point sometimes claimed,
that if Jesus didn't say it, it must not be
too important, is also a critical error to
believe. The only record that we have of
Jesus writing anything is what he wrote
on the ground in John 8:1-11. We do not
know what he wrote and God did not
consider that important to our salva-
tion. However, what Jesus did and
taught while he was on earth that is es-
sential is recorded in the four gospel
accounts of Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John. Note that Jesus did not write
these accounts, but he did inspire men
to do so through the Holy Spirit. Luke
said, in his gospel that he wrote, "of all
that Jesus began both to do and teach”
(Acts 1:1). John 20:30-31 says, "And
many other signs truly did Jesus in the
presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book: But these are writ-
ten, that ye might believe that Jesus is

the Christ, the Son of God; and that be-
lieving ye might have life through his
name." John wrote his gospel last,
about A.D. 96, yet he says he could not
tell of everything which Jesus did (John
21:25). While we do not possess any-
thing which Jesus personally wrote, and
while we do not have a record of every-
thing which Jesus did, the Lord did
cauge his apostles to accurately reveal
and record the gospel accounts of his
life for all future generations (John
14:26; 16:13-15).

An all important point in these mat-
ters is this: while he was on earth,
Jesus did not reveal to his apostles
everything that he wanted them
and all of the world to know! If he
had, we would not need anything other
than the gospel accounts, the red letter
parts of the New Testament. Instead,
Christ said to his apostles on the night
he was betrayed, "I have many things to
say unto you, but ye cannot bear them
now”" (John 16:12). In the next verse
Christ told them that these “"many
things would be revealed to them by the
Holy Spirit when he came (John 16:13).
The Holy Spirit came on Pentecost (Acts
2:1-47) and Peter taught things that
had not previously been known. Of
course, all of the apostles received the
same Spirit and taught the same thing
(Acts 2:37,42). This Spirit stayed with
these men throughout their lives, guid-
ing them in what they spoke and wrote
(Matthew 10:19-20; 28:20). In 1 Corin-
thians 14:37 Paul said that the
Corinthian Christians needed to "ac-
knowledge that the things that I write
unto you are the commandments of the
Lord.” Notice that these words claim
that the writings of men like Paul are
just as much the words of Jesus as the
red letters in the gospels! Think about
that, brethren and friends. The words
which Paul, Peter, James, John and
other New Testament authors penned
are just as important as the words of
Jesus in red! They all have their source
in Jesus. "He that heareth you heareth
me; and he that despiseth you despiseth
me; and he that despiseth me despiseth
him that sent me" (Luke 10:18). See
also Matthew 10:40; John 13:20. If you
fail to "hear” what an inspired New Tes-
tament writer says, you fail to hear
Christ himself and God who sent him.

That is serious business!

Jesus speaks to us from every verse
(Continued on page 2}
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THE RED LETTER JESUS
{Continued from page 1)

in the New Testament, not just from
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. What
Peter teaches about salvation, Christ is
saying (Mark 16:16; 1 Peter 3:21). What
Paul teaches about the church is what
Jesus says (Matthew 16:13-19; Ephe-
sians 1:20-23). What James emphasizes
about works, the Lord proclaims clearly
(Matthew T7:21-27; James 2:14-26).
When Acts, the epistles and Revelation
tell us something that Jesus didn't say
during his personal ministry, they are
still giving us the words of Jesus Christ.

Conclusion

There is nothing wrong with having a
"red letter" edition of the Bible, just as
long as we realize that the words of
Jesus are not all found in red. Nothing
that Jesus taught was ever contradicted
by any New Testament writer. Christ
wanted us to know that everything
which he inspired the apostles and dis-
ciples to write are just as much his
words as if he spoke them personally
while on earth (John 16:12-15; Luke
10:16). While the New Testament is
Christ's covenant with man today, even
the Old Testament is filled with valua-
ble lessons for us in the Christian Age
(1 Corinthians 10:6, 11). "All scripture
is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteous-
ness: That the man of God may be
perfect, throughly furnished unto all
good works” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). — [To
be continued. |
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One cannot lose reverence for things
spiritual without losing reverence for the
Author of spirituality.

(The first article in this three part
series entitled, "Musgic in Worghip,” ran
in the July, 1991 issue. We apologize to
the author and our readers for the delay
in continuing the series. Ed.)

Usually the first thing that one notie-
es who visits the church of Christ is
that mechanical music is not used in
worship. They are surprised and often
inquire as to the reason behind this
practice. Since Christians are to "be
ready always to give an answer to every
man"” (I Peter 3:15), we gladly take this
opportunity to explain what the Bible
teaches regarding music in the worship
of God.

Since there are only two kinds of
music — vocal and mechanical, — we
must determine which kind God wants,
or if He wants a combination of the two.
Since Christians do not live under the
0ld Testament law (Col. 2:14; Hebrews
8:6,7), we appeal to the New Testament
for our answer (Jn. 12:48).

IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
WE FIND THAT...

CHRIST NEVER COMMANDED
MECHANICAL MUSIC.

Jesus has all authority (Mt. 28:18),
yet He never used instruments or com-
manded His followers to do so. We do
have an example of Jesus singing (Mt.
26:30).

Since God speaks through His Son
(Mt. 17:5; Heb. 1:1-3), it follows that
God also has given no authority for in-
struments in worship. But someone
may ask, "Do we need authority from
Christ to use them?" Yes! Paul wrote,
"Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do
all in the name of the Lord Jesus" (Col.
3:17). Se all ("whatsoever") we do in
worship must be done by the written
authority ("name") of our Lord.

THE HOLY SPIRIT NEVER
SANCTIONED MECHANICAL MUSIC.

Before Jesus left the earth, He prom-
ised to send the Holy Spirit to guide the
apostles (John 16:13; cf. 14:16-17). Since
the Spirit was to guide the aposties into
all truth, and playing instruments of
music in worship is not found, it must
be concluded that mechanical music
was not a part of the truth that Chnst
gave.

Peter wrote, "According as his divine
power hath given unto us all things that
pertain unto life and godliness..." (II
Pet. 1:3). Since the Bible contains gf]
that we need to be godly, nothing essen-

The known worship habits of the
apostles show that they did not use in-
strumental music. If the apostles’
doctrine included playing instruments
in worship, would it not be reasonable
to conclude that an example could be
found in the New Testament? We have
examples of them singing (Acts 16:25),
teaching, praying, partzking of the
Lord's Supper, and giving (Acts 2:42; I
Cor. 16:1-2), but never playing.

CHRISTIANS MUST NEVER ADD
MECHANICAL MUSIC.

John wrote, "..if any man shall add
unto these things, God shall add unto
him the plagues that are written in this
book” (Rev. 22:18). He added, "Whosoev-
er transgresseth, and abideth not in the
doctrine of Christ, hath not God" (I Jn.
9). To "transgress" is to "step out of
bounds.” One who steps out of the
bounds of the Scriptures by adding me-
chanical music to singing is out of
fellowship with God.

Paul warned that one who perverts
the gospel of Christ would be accursed
{Galatians 1:6-9). Adding unauthorized
practices to worship perverts it (Mk.
7:7-9). When men teach things that are
different from Christ, we must not put
their opinions "above that which is writ-
ten" (I Cor. 4:6), knowing that men can
be wrong (I Jn. 4:1).

Music ig important in worship and
God is not pleased if it is left out. But of
the two kinds of music, vocal and me-
chanical, the Scriptures allow only vocal
(specifically singing) to be used (Col.
3:16; Eph. 5:19). It is wrong to add me-
chanical music to singing because it is
unauthorized by Christ, unsanctioned
by the Holy Spirit, unused by the apos-

tles, and unsafe for Christians to
practice.
Et. 1 Box 38
Tiplersville, MS 38674
=00

The tears of Christ are the pity of God.
The gentleness of Jesus is the long-
suffering of God. The tenderness of
Jesus is the love of God. "He that hath
seen me hath seen the Father”

(dn. 14:9)

Here is one lesson that Israel never
did learn, nor has the world yet learned
it: "0 Jehovah, I know that the way of
man is not in himself; it is not in man
that walketh to direct his steps.” (Jer.
10:23)

— R. L. Whiteside
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MY TYPEWRITER
DOESN'T KNOW JESUS

by Ted J. Clarke

Modern technology is great in so
many ways. Recently, our church pur-
chased a new electronic typewriter,
replacing an older model which had
none of the features developed during
the past fifteen years or so. The new
machine has the ability to use different
printwheels to vary the size and style of
print. It has the bold type and auto-

i ining, plus an automatic
carrection key which is frequently in
use.

One valuable feature of the new type-
writer is a 75,000 word vocabulary built
into its computer memory. This feature
allows you to be warned by the machine
if you misspell a word as you are typing.
If you do, you will hear a "beep, beep”
and a warning light flashes on the key-
board. You will also get the beep and
light if you type a word that is not in
the computer memory of the typewriter.
A 75,000 word vocabulary is very exten-
sive. For example, it is said that Edgar
Allan Poe, perhaps the most prolific
writer ever, only used a vocabulary of
42,000 words in all of his writings.

Since this new typewriter has such an
extensive vocabulary, you can imagine
my surprise to find out that my type-
writer doesn't know Jesus. While
working on an article for this paper, I
typed out J-E-S-U-S, only to hear a
"beep, beep” and see the light flashing
on the display board. Thinking that I
had probably hit a wrong key and mis-
spelled the word, I checked the spelling.
It was correct, Jesus. That left only one
alternative. My typewriter really didn't
know the word Jesus. "Jesus” was not
even one of the 75,000 words pro-
grammed into its memory! I couldn't
believe it! The Man who has had a
greater impact on the world than any
number of men did not qualify to be in-
cluded in a 75,000 word vocabulary.
This is both shocking and sad.

My first reaction was to think,
"Stupid typewriter!” However, I quickly
realized that people, probably several,
were involved in choosing the words to
include in the vocabulary. Do we realize
the tragedy of lost souls who do not
know Jesus? This Jesus said, "If ye be-
lieve not that I am he, ye shall die in
your sins”" (John 8:24). To fail to give
the name of Jesus a proper place in
such an extensive vocabulary indicates
the kind of world in which we live. The
apostle said, "And we know that we are
of God, and the whole world lieth in
wickedness” (1 John 5:19). Sometimes
Christians forget that while Jesus is
everything to them, he means little or

nothing to the world.

Another feature of this new typewrit-
er allows one to add new words to its
memory. I could program "Jesus" into
its memory and stop the beeping and
flashing every time I typed the Lord's
name. Again, it is sad to think that
Jesus would have to be added to a
75,000 word vocabulary, like some ob-
scure medical term which is not
cornmonly used by the general public. I
have decided against adding Jesus to
the computer memory. Instead, 1 want
the beeps and flashing light to remind
me that not everyone knows Jesus.
These are not just people who program
typewriter vocabularies. They are our
friends, our families, our neighbors and
co-workers!

Listen as you live each day! Can you
hear the "beep, beep” warning you that
many do not know Jesus? Look around
at those whom you contact! Can you see
the warning light flashing, telling you
that they need to know Jesus? We dare
not stop up our ears nor close our eyes.
The Savior reminds us, "I am the way,
the truth, and the life: no man cometh
to the Father, but by me” (John 14:6).
"Jesus" means God is salvation. Only
through Jesus can one be saved. See
the chart on page four of this publica-
tion for God's plan of salvation through
Jesus.

e 1 o=

GOOD ADVICE

I never knew an early-rising, hard-
working, prudent man, careful of his
earnings and strictly honest, who com-
plained of bad luck. A good character,
good habits, and iron industry are im-
pregnable to assaults of all the ill luck
that fools ever dreamed of.
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AN ILLUSTRATION
OF SALVATION

by Shan Jackson

For salvation to be fully appreciated,
it must be fully understood. Salvation is
an entire process which not only rescues
man from his sins but also restores man
that he might work for God. Note this il-
lustration.

A house is burning, and a music lover
knows there is a Stradivarius violin
inside. Realizing its worth and realizing
his appreciation for it, he rushes inside
at great risk to save it. We say that is
salvation. But what if the Stradivarius
was in some way damaged in the fire.
Would the music lover feel compelled to
take the precious instrument to a
skilled craftsman for repair? Is that not
also salvation? Now, the violin is not
only saved from the fire but it is also re-
paired from the fire's damage. Now, a
great musician can take the violin, tune
it, and pull the bow across the strings so
that all may appreciate the beauty.
That is also salvation.

Complete salvation requires rescue,
repair, and use. As Christ rescues us
from sin's danger, he restores and heals
our souls, and then he puts us to work
in his vineyard. That is complete salva-
tion. (See 1 Thessalonians 5:23. — Ed.}

P.O. Box 904
Palacios, Texas 77465
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There are three kinds of people in the
world; the WILLS, the WON'TS, and the
CAN'TS. The first accomplish every-
thing, the second oppose everything, the
third fail in everything.

>0 84
CRITICISM

It is easy enough to pick out the flaws
In the work that others have done;

To sneer at the little they have achieved
When your task you haven' t begun.

It is easy enough to fuss and find fault
When others are doing their best;

To point out error others have made
When you have done nothing but rest.

It is easy enough to cavil and carp,

To criticize, scoff and deride,

For few of us ever have done perfect
work

No matter how hard we have tried.

It is easy enough not to think of the best,

And to dwell all the time on the worst;

And perhaps it is proper sometimes to
find fault

But be sure you have done something
first.

— Selected.
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NESTS IN OUR HAIR .
by Bill Brandstatter THE CHURCH OF CHRIST

Many today think that unity in relig-
Wy R Ko gl e 1. The Bible is its only guide (Romans 1:16; I Thess. 2:13).
must have "unity in diversity.” This is 2. Wears a Biblical Name (Romans 16:16).
the idea that we can simply agree to dis- 3. Established at the right place (Isaiah 2:2,3; Acts 2).
agree. What good will this do to the 4. Established at the right time (Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2).
cause o{ ghﬂsiil Tl;)e_e gib(lfalteact:;les hthag 5. Established on the right person (Matthew 16:18; Acts
we can't keep the birds (false teachers 2:36).
from ilying over our heads, but we can 6. Saved are in it (Ephesians 5:23; Acts 2:47).
ﬁg‘;:ent frierts frckn bitileding prgesinions 7. Its members are enrolled in heaven (Hebrews 12:23).

) 8. Membership in it is obtained by obedience to God's

Jesus gave the first warning in Mat- commands including baptism (Acts 2:41-47; I Corin-

thew 7:15. "Beware of false prophets .
: op thians 12:13).

who come to you in sheep's clothing.” If
one man came teaching ten different
doctrines, he would be labeled by the GOD'S PLAN OF SALVATION
world as a heretic. Yet, when ten differ-
ent men teach ten different doctrines, 1. Hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 16:32).
many in the world think nothing is 2. Believing what is taught (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6).
aEone;, T Bible el somistining 8 3. Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3: Acts 17:30).
Qon, ool i o ab 1l the apos- 4. Confession (Romans 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37).

es, angels in heaven, or any man e i 1.
preached a different gospel from that in 5. Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; I Peter 3:21; Romans
the New Testament, condemnation 6:3, 4).
would follow (Galatians 1:6-9). Chris- 6. After the above five steps, faithful Christian Living (I Peter
tians must therefore avoid any teacher 2:11, 12; Revelation 2:10).
or church which doesn't teach that
which is sound doctrine (I Timothy
1:10). Men are bound to arise who will
speak perverse things (Acts 20:30). It is
almost impossible to keep men from sSpa|< TVO X
speaking as they wish, but we need to fSuw OO JZ’ (o] g =
take heed lest we let them win us to the ) § <{c ZoI o
way of error. §g E:) O 9‘9&) ‘?:

The only way to prevent the false ] § Y E IrmQo %
teachers from building nests in our hair “in & 28 02 &
is to be seripturally strong. This must =B 22 g % o
eome through faithful attendance to ser- f% " = I 5
vices and dedicated devotion in our ® = O o ®
lives. Elders in the Lord's church must : = O ]
keep birds out of the hair by being able E e g
to "exhort and to convince the gain- = i
sayers” (Titus 1:9). Christians should I 8 »
always be ready to give an answer for { = o
their faith (I Peter 3:15). Don't let the i = >
birds of false doctrine build nests in U 2

your hair. "Contend earnestly for the
faith which was once for all deliv-
ered unto the saints" (Jude 3).

206 N. Hancock
Ironton, MO 63650
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When the mighty oak tree is felled the
whole forest echoes its fall, but a hun-

dred acorns are sown by a silent
unnoticed breeze.

If you make people think they're think-
ing they'll love you for it; but if you
really make them think they'll hate you.

I am not absentminded. It is the pres-
ence of mind that makes me forget
everything elze.

VS ——————— S e e e B R



