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THE NATURE OF "TRUTH" 
Part two 

Bv f esd J. Clarke 

REVIEW 
1n Part One of this scrim [Feb. 

20031, we showed that while the 
Old Testament [OT9 was once God's 
Law for bmel, from Mt. Sinai to the 
crow of Christ, It has been 
rcplaczd by the Law of Christ 
LCo1~~8ians 2: 14; 1 Corinthians 
9:Pl; Rornms8:2: James 1:251. 

While there am eternal 
principles and examples h-om the 
Crr that aoe applicable tn every age 
and are repeated In the N e w  
Ttstament (PIT), the New Covenant 
is nat like the Old (Romans 15:4; 1 
Corinthians 1 1 1 : Hebrews 
8:8-13). A oQd bit of the teaching 
tn the N!! boob of Romans, 
Qalatians, and all of Hebrews deals 
with tfic cessation of the Old Law 
m d  the tstabli8hment of Chrlst's 
Ncw Testament system. In spite of 
the plain teaehfng on this matter, 
many still try to lnject OT teaching 
into the NT LprW of Christ. Part One 
of this series dealt with the attempt 
to use the OT to wtabllsh authority 
far the use of mechanical Instru- 
mental music in the wornhip of the 
NT church of Chriet. There are 
many other th s that are 
tmposed upon the 4 fmm the OT 
without any authority to do so. 

THE SABBATH 
There ax several denomination8 

that belfeve that the day of worship 
uadtr Chrfst'e NT system is still 
the sabbath, the seventh day of the 
week: what we know as Saturday. 
There arc Seventh-Day Adventists, 
Seventh-Day Baptists, Scventh- 
Day Church of God, Armstrong's 
Wolidwlde Church of God, and 
others who contend we must ob- 
serve the sabbath as a day of wor- 
ship. Actually, Protestant denorni- 

nationalism unwittingly gives sup- 
p r t  to this emneous New every 
time it contends we arc still under 
the Ten Commandments! 

Protestantism says God 
changed the sabbath from the 
seventh day to the first day of the 
week, our Sunday. There is not one 
speck of tntth In that statement. 
God did change the day of worship 
under the Law of Christ from the 
seventh to the first day [Acts 20:7; 
1 Corinthians 1 1 : 17-26; 16; 1-21. 
but no where did He call ft the 
sabbath. It fs noteworthy that 
whlle aeved of the principles of 
the Ten Commandments arc givcn 
as binding in the NT (cf. Romans 
13:9), the ubbath i. n n a  
mentioacd u being bound upon 
NT Chrirtf.iuf In fact, the 
sabbath I s  specifically mentioned 
a8 part of *the handwrftlng of 
asdimnoes that was cqpinst us, 
whtch was contmr~j to us, and 
[Christ] twk tt out of the way. 
rrnltlng Lt to his cross" (Colossians 
2:14). According to Colossfslns 
2: 16- 17, 'the sabbath daysw were 
"a shndow qf things to come. " but 
the substance is "the M y  is qf 
Chat." The first day of the week 
worship under the NT is a new day 
for a New Law. More on this later. 

THE SABBATH WAS UkUTED 
When was the aabbath given? 

Genesis 2:3 clearly atates that 
"God bkssd the seuenth day anal 
sanettfled i t"  but there is no 
evidence that He made that known 
until He gave the commandment to 
Israel some 2580 years later. There 
is no reference to m y  of the patxi- 
archa being given the seventh-day 
or sabbath commands, nor ts there 
m y  reference to them ketplng the 
sabbath. In fact, the Scriptures say 

epxincdly wha% Bod made 
knawn His sabbath command 
''Thou enmest dawn also upon 
munt SWf, and 
them from hewen, a 
rtght judgments, and true laws, 
good statutes anti comma me^: 
And madarrt knorrtn unto UlQm tw holy acrbbath, and corwnan- 
dedst them precepts, statutes, FLnd 
laws, by the hand qf Mews t h ~  
e e m t "  (Nehemiah 9: 13-14]. 
When did God make known His 
sabbath command? When He 
came down to Mt. Sinai and @VE 
the QT Law to Moses! The sabbath 

was *Ot T vcn at creation to at1 
mankind. t was grven as a speclal 
sign to Israel. Durin the exodua 
march to Mt. Sinai ksd did @w 
Israel some sabbath instruction 
(Exodus 18:4-5, 22-38), but tht 
fullness of the sabLbath command 
with its penalties was not made 
known untfl Mt. Sinai and later 
(Exodus 20: 8- 18; Deut. 5: 12- 15). 

To whom was the sabbath giv 
en? Was it gtvcn to all mankind? 
No, it was given to Israel, those 
whom God brought out of Egypt 
and their succmdtng generations. 
*And Moses called all Ismet, d 
said unto them. mar,  0 frt~112, the 
statutes and which I 
speak Itr @our g, hat ye 
may learn them, and keep, and do 
them The tORO our God made a 
aovemnt urm us IR fi&. m 
WRCI made not thfs covenant with 
ourfathew, but wWz srs, even w 
who am aU Qf us here cllW thk 
day * (Deuteronomy 5: 1-3). Moses 
continued hla speaking by repeat. 
lng to Israel the Ten Command. 
menta, Including the sabbath lau 
(verses 12- 15). 

The eabbath wss a "sign" to 
Israel from Gcsd, not to all 
mankind. In speakin of Israel's 
exodus. Gad said: &-tenforr I 
caused them ts go forth out of the 
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l ad  of Egypt, and brought them 
into the wilderness. And I gave 
them my statutes, and shewed 
them m y J r c $ g ~ t s ,  whfch Efa man 
do, he s M  even live Ln them. More- 
aFer afso 1 gaw them my subbaths. 
to be a sign between nae and them, 
that they might know that I am the 
U2Ml that sancifJy them" (Ezekiel 
20:lO-12). Te whom did God give 
His sabbaths? To Ismel. Why did 
He give them the sabbath? To be a 
sign &tween God end Israel. 
How long was the sabbath to 

hat? -And the LORD spake unto 
Moses, swing, Speak t b u  also 
unts the chUdren o j b t a r t ,  saying, 
Verllu mu sabbaths ye s h d  keep: 

Jar it fs a slgn between me and you 
thr9ughwt your gsrurnrtCbnr; 
that ye may know that I am t f ie 
WaD that doth smcttfy you. Ye 
shaU beep the sabbath theqfiore; 
far tt Es hdg unto you: every one that 
dqfkth ft shall surely be ut to 
death: for whosoever doet ft any 
work themin, that soul shall be cut 
st'fj?aa m ~ n g  hts peuplele SLw days 
may wsrk k dofie but in thesev- 
enth Is the &Bath oJ rest, hdy to 
the LORD: whosaever doefh a n y  
wurk in the subbath $ay, he shall 
surely & put to death. Whert$ow 
the c* qf l s d  shall keep the 

&bath, to obsem the sabbath 
throughout tb i r  gltrrrottonr, 
for a perpetual cotrsncurt. It is a 
stgn himeen me and the children of 
fsraelfbr aocw:for m s& dugs tk 
LORO made heaven and &h, and 
on the sewnth day he nested, and 
was wfteshed"(Exa. 31: 12-17). 

Since the sabbath was given to 
Israel "thrrmghout thdr genemtbns 

. . .  .for aperpetual muenant. .for- 
em,"  does this mean the sabbath 
is still binding tn the Chriatlm 
age? Ral The sabbath was binding 
upon Israel as long as the OT last- 
ed and Israel was God's chosen 
people, but with thc coming of 
CMst's NT system the Old law was 
dane away. Isratl's generations as 
Gods chosen people or nation have 
ceased. "Far ye  are dl the chfldren 
of God by  faith in Christ Jesus. Far 
as many of you as hme been bap- 
ttzed into Chrbt have put on Chrtst. 
There fs dh Jmr, nut Gnsk. 
there fs neither bond norfree, them 
Ls nether male nor female: for ye 
areqKonetnChrlstJesus.A~lfye 
be Christ's, then are ye Abmham's 
seed, and hetrs amrdtng to the 
promtpeM (Galatfans 3:26-29). Sev- 
eral things in the OT wen stated to 
k s t  "thre~hou their genemflsns. " 
The Passover (Exodus 1214); in- 
cense (30:8); burnt offerings 
(29:42); holy anointing oll (30:3 1 I; 
Aaronle everlasting priesthood 
(40: 15). Since Hebrews 7: 1 1- 14 
clearly states a change of prlest- 
hmd, it should W- clear that 
*thmughout &our genomtions " does 
not mean any of these th s are 
valid today. 'lf therefore pe ?! ectfon 
were bu the L e v W  priesthood, 
lfbr under it the people recelwd the 
law,) what further need was there 
that another prfes t s h d d  rise a3er 
the order QfMelchfsedec, and not be 
called @ter the order qfAarun? Pbf 
the pr&mthood Wng chaqad, 
them fs mad8 qf ~ c s u f t g  a 
clmngrs alrr, Qf the taw. For he Qf 
whom these ihfngs are s p k e n  
tainetA to another tribe, qfwhlc R"' no 
man gum attendunce at the altar, 
For Lt is evkiknt that our Lord 
spmq out of Juda; Qf which tflbe 
Moses spake nothtng concerning 
prfmtholod." The Passover feast of 
the exodus was also said @ven to 
Israel 'fomver" (Exodus 15: 14), but 
the NT says, '%or m e n  Chrlst aur 
passover la; sam@ced! for us" (1 Go- 
rintkians 5:7). The sacrifice of the 
P m v e r  lamb of the OT was a 
shadow of the real thing, the great- 

er aacdflce of our Passover, Jmue 
Christ, the Lamb of God (John 
199). In the same way, the sab- 
bath wars a shadow s f  the gnatcr 
day, the Lads Day, the flrst day of 
the week, when our h r d  arosc 
from the p v 2  victorfaus over 
death (Golmsians 2: 16- 17; Revela- 
tion 1:lCI: Mark 26: 1-2.9). 

CONCLUWN 
The nature sf truth 18 such that 

it can be conclusivtly that the sgv- 
enth-day, the sabbath, was a tem- 
porary pmvblon given to Israel a d  
that it was replaced by a new and 
greater day by Jesugi Christ. Gad 
never changed the wbbath fmm 
the seventh dray to the first day of 
the week; He re laced the sabbath 
as a day of wars R Ip with the greater 
day s f  Chrlat's reaumctlon f r m  
the dead, the firet day of the week, 
our Sunday. 1n next month'& d- 
cle we will point out in mare detail 
the signiflcmce of the flmt day of 
the week for Christians. 

g d i t o r ' r ~ i l ~ i n  
was the author of last month's 
article "Bobby Knight and the 
Bible." His name m a  inadvcr- 
tmtly omitted. We aplagUe 
to brother Gllpin an te yau 
for any problem8 this may 
have caused. 

CHRIST, THE HOPE 
OFTHE WORLD 

By Wmlrry H t t ~ n  b (former Edkor, CQN) 
We find this statement In Heb. 

6: 19, "Which hope we have as an 
anchor s f  the soul, both sure and 
steadfast." 

If the hope in Christ was rt- 
moved, in this age of tensfan and 
uncertainty, the world wauId be 
plunged into chaos. Christ, and 
the hope He offers, la the only thin 
that man can truly count on. A/! 
else is uncertain. Our pl-nt way 
of Ufe tends to create hstcurlty. 
Hence, everyone is bus trying to 
fhd  something that wil r make life 
richer and more enjoyable. 

This search for a better way of 
life has led many to hvesttgate 
religion, wlth surprifi~lng results. 
They found something truly 
worthwhfle. Their prcvtoua 
estimate of religion is reflected bn 
the& amazement that Christ h s  
so much to affcr. Many, before 
learning the truth, looked upon 
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t-cltgian as sornethbg suited only 
to children, women, and old men. 
TSrur the richer, fuller life ia 
enjoyed by tbmc fwtunate enoue  
ta seek and find it. 

'This hope our Savlaur offers is 
available to raU. His plea is. 'Come 
unto me, all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and 1 wiU give you 
rest" (Matt. 11:281. He expressed 
His disappointment in Jn. 5~40, 
when He said, @'Ye Will not come 
unto me. that ye may have life." 
The following statement further in- 
dicates His offer of hope. 'I am 
tome tkat they may have life, and 
that they may have It mare abun- 
dantly" (Jn. 10: 10). Na one ques- 
tions the fact that they were living, 
physically. However, some might 
maltze they weren't getting out of 
life all that was available, that 
they're missing something vltal. 
Thb something would lift them 
above mere existence. It would give 
life meaning m d  direction. It 
muld answer the age old question, 
"What a m  1 living for?" 

It 1st truly pathetic to see the 
number of people who arc going 
through life witbut hope. They live 
only far $he mament. Circumstanc- 
es ljrstwe prevailed which caused 
them tci lose their desire for some- 
thing better. Unhappy and misera- 
ble, they seek to drown their sor- 
mw in alcahol or drugs, only to find 
themselves enslaved to rt monster. 
These unhappy citizens are found 
ln every community. They cannot 
adjust to the pace of life. Some- 
where along the way they got out of 
step, and don't have the heart to 
make a renewed effort to get back 
on the right mad. The look sfdefeat 
can be men tn their eyes. It is 
reflected hn thrlr countenance. 

Other muls may seek escape in 
different ways. They are to be 
faund in all circles. TPley only react 
differently. They try to escape life 
by becermfng a h o M  in work, a 
career, or some other pursuit. Usu- 
ally, they a n  selhh and self- 
centered, interested only in things 
that will further the& interests. 
They nfust to look beyond the Im- 
mediate confines to a better way of 
life. Alive among the dead fa a good 
way to describe them. They are 
dead ta hope, to Chtlst and all 
Wn@i that make life more noble. 

Life wtihsut hope is a dreary 
pmpeet. Without it man cannot 
arise above his animal nature. The 

principles of CMstimity lift man 
to his highest peak. His conduct 1s 
based on higher ideals, rather than 
being motivated by selfiskness. 
Man must have a goal Irr I*, 
otherwise it becomes meminglcae. 
Considering the heartaches and 
sufferings that w e  the lot of all, it 
would be tra c to think of the if futun as hol ing notbin$ better. 
The vtsy fact that so many get so 
little out of life plainly Indicates 
why Chrfst rhould be preached to 
all the world, 

"Go ye into all the mrld, and 
peach the gospel to every 
crtaturew (Mark 16: 15). Tell them 
of CMst who died for them, who 
lorn them, and Is -ling tie lead 
them into paths af glory and honor. 
Without love every creature Is 
miserable and lonely. Everyone 
needs to love and be loved. Human 
love is eometlmes fiekle, being 
motivated by selffshnem. True love 
ts expressed in giving, rather than 
receiving. Divine love i8 a perfect 
example. Gad a n  His Son. Hb 
Son gave His 1 d e. Why did they go 
to such extremes? Because they 
loved sin-sick, dejectcd and 
helpleee humanity. They wanted 
us to have sarnethlng better. 
Furthennore, they wanted us to 
know that wkm all others had 
forsaken us we stilI have a friend. 
One that lwes us unselfishly. One 
that could be counted on, when 
needed the most. 

To attain the hope that Christ 
offers we must bc "in" Him. If a ship 
is to avoid the storm, It must find a 
safe haven. Mm's haven is in 
Christ. By sreeklng the Kingdom 
flrst, man is assured of reeeivin 
every temporal blessing needc ff 
(Matt. 6:31-34). Jesus said. 'Ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth 
shdl make you fm" IJn. 8:321. To 
enter our haven of safety, where 
life is richer and fuller, we must 
learn the truth. This includes how 
to enter Chrlst. Jesus also said, 'If 
ye love me, keep my command- 
ments" (Jn. 14: 151. Hts oommand- 
mente include: Faith in Him as the 
Son of God; repentance, a turning 
away R.om sin; confessing His 
name before men, so that He will 
wnfws us before the Father; and 
being baptized for the remimion of 
sins. Read Hebrews 1l:tI; Luke 
133; Matt. 10:32, 33; Acts 298. 
Thus, we wise a new creature 'in 
Chriet Jesus," and the wonderful 

hope of eternity is ours /Ram. 
63-5;  Gal. 32241. 

Just as the tender yourig plant 
must be nourished by the eun- 
shlnc and rain the babe in CMst 
must also be nourished. They are 
to 'desire the sincere milk of the 
word, that ye may grcaw thereby" (1 
Pet. 2:2). hoper growth and devel- 
opment depends on mil, climatic 
wnditlans, and sther v-g fac- 
tom. Spiritual p w t h  depends on 
tnvimnmcnt, companionship, pro- 
per attitude, steadfastness, r m r -  
ence, proper spiritual food and 
exercise. 

To maintain our hope In Christ, 
we must worshfp regularly. Thla 
includes attending all the rservlce~, 
and not just the ones that may be 
considered Important IHeb. 1 0:28), 
The new born Christian is urged to, 
"set your &ectbns on thlng9 
above, not on things on the earth" 
(Cd. 3:l). Worship should be ap- 
proached reverently and sincerely. 
Regular oobsermce of the Lord's 
Supper, prayer. einging, glvLng. 
and teaching, wlll provide proper 
nourishment and stren th for the 

(f trials that lie &ad. Pau speaks of 
those who improperly approached 
the Lord's Supper. He said they 
were 'weak and sickly." The en- 
deavored to mlx worldly Xing. 
Wth spiritual. Their worship was 
vain. So will oum be, if we do not 
approach it with the proper atti- 
tude (cf. 1 Cor. 1 1 : 23-30). 

Our faith in Christ, and our 
hope for the future. wilt be severely - 
tried. The arch enemy of all 
righteousness will do everything k t  
possibly can to turn us from the 
bctter way. He will attack at the 
weakest point, using the cunnin ly 6 devised weapons that are avafla le 
to Rim. He knows our weakest 
p b t ,  and wlll not fail to work on it. 
Each time he is successfully reslt- 
ed makes it eaaier the next time. 
(Jas. 47; 1 Pet. 5:8). But don't be 
deceived tntcr thiraklng he will quit 
trying. Be on guard against 
ausprfse attacks. He may strike 
when you least expect it. His offers 
of worldly happincsa are cunningly 
concealed in a bag of traps. 

Our hope is an anchor that will 
enabIc us to ride out the atom sf  
temptations, and enjoy the 
wonderful calm that comes after- 
wad. Remember these wolds and 
live by them. m y  words have I hid 
fn my heart, that I night not sin 
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st theew (Psalms 1 19: 1 1). Our 

hope in Chritst will lead to a better 
lift hem on earth, but not only 
here, for all eternity too. The 
wortd'ar only h ~ p e  for peace. 
happiness, and future blerrsings, 
lies in Christ. Do you have that 
how? If not, why7 You can have it! 

(FCOIY, July 1960) - 
SEARCH 

by Rorr W l h  
Then the brethren tmmediately 

5ent Saul m d  Silas away by night 
ta Bema. Wen they arrived, they 
went into the lpagogue of the 
I-ws, These were more 

r-minded than those in 
I"headonica in that they reeeivcd 
khe wwd with all readiness, and 
seamhed the Scrtptures daily to 
Tmd out whether these things were 
w,"TActs 17: 10-1 1). 

Consider the conte* of the 
I )ve noted passage.The apostle 
Paul was a man empcrarered by the 
Holy Spirit to perform mir;acles in 
the first century. Paul proved the 
message he preached was fmm 
God by the miracles he performed, 
yet the Beream still searched the 
word of God to set if he was 
prtraching truth. 

A p a t  pmblem today is that 
people elevate the authority of 
preachera above the authority of 
Od. Some are more wllling to 
accept the ward of a preacher than 
the word of God. Par example a 
p m n  can be skwn Mark 18: 16 
which statm, "He who believes and 
is baptized Ml be saved; but he 
who d m  not believe will be 
condemned.* That e m n  will then 
carmutt a pmac ! er, and the 
preacher #rill actually talk them 
Into dtsbtlltvrtyj what the Bible 
sa s. All the preacher has to say is, 'dd. you can be baptized if you 
fsel ss compelled, but it is not 
necessary," and they will not 
believe the necessity of baptism a5 
taught by the very Sorr of God. 
Jesus Chrlst. 

passage says. It Is certainly in the 
Bible, and assurtdly it teaches the 
truth. But thts is not the only 
passage in the Bible &at p3tahI8 
to the subject of salvation. Jahn 
3:16 does not mention the actual 
word saued, but mast will agree 
that is what i8 under considera- 
tion. Mark le: 18 does mention the 
word saved, but sumc preachen, 
deny what it teaehee and try to use 
John 3: 16 to oppose it. The Bihle 
d m  not opposc itsclf, When Jesus 
said, "And you shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make 
you free." (John 8:32), did He have 
in mtnd only part of the truth or all 
of the truth? To get the truth on 
what the Bible teaches a b u t  bein 7 saved one needs to search out al 
that the Bible teaches a b u t  k h g  
saved. 

We need to search the Scrip- 
tures. Whcn we search, let us 
search all of the Scriptures. Let us, 
like the &re-, search the Scrip- 
tune to deternine if a preacher (or 
anyone else) is preaching what the 
Bible teaches. If anyone preaches 
anythtng different than what the 
Bible says . . .  we!!, they c m r t  both 
be correct [cf. Galatiam 193-9) 
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what b taught (Mark 
36:16; c d  ll:81. 2. mikT 

3. Rcpmhnce (Acts 238; h k t  13:3: 
k t a  17:WL 

4. C d w l a  ( R a n w u  10:B. 1Q; Acts 
8:37). 

5. Bep.tism [A& 2:38; haark 18: 16: 
I Rter 321; Rmam &S, 4). 

6. After the a h a  ere steps, faithful 
e~tianZivfndtIPeter2:ll .  12; 
Rcvtlaitlan 2: 101. 

TffE CMfaCH OF CHRI8T 
I.  The fSShle I s  Its only guMe (Rannans 
1: 16; IThrss. 2:L3). 

2. Wears a IUblkai Name [Romans 

( I m a l a h  2:2.3; Aets 2). 
4. EstabIlshed at the M t  ttme ( J d  - 
2:28-32; Act, 21. 

9.  Establtshed an tho r @ ~ t  p c m  
(Matthtw 16:18; Acts 1:363. 

8. S a d  ouz In it (Epheslms 5:23; 
Acts 2:47). 

7. Its members am cmlled &I heaven 
t Hclarcws 12:233. 

e. ~ ~ d ~ h i p  o it IS o b t ~ ~  by 
obcdknce to God's cammatfdr 
including bapllsm [Acts 2;4 1-47: I 
CorlntNvlg 12: 13). 
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