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DOXOU HAVE A RIGHT TO
OUR OPINION?
It isn’t anything uncommon to
hear someone say; '‘I have a
right to my ooinion’’ and espec-
ially in seeking to justify their
religious afflliations, (and it seems
to get greater emphasis in this,
than any otber sense.)

'here is a maxim that says,
* 1t is & poor rule that won’t work
both ways”’ which 1 believe
would be a good one toapply just
hre

We all take pride inusing good
judgement in everyday affairs of
life, but as *No msan lives unto
himself”’ we fregquently find our-
selves 1n poeitions that require
help from our fellow man, and
must rely on Fis honesty and
heipfulness On such occasions

A few examples in natural
reaim will help to illustrate,

A little snpposin’ will help.

Just suppose you become
violently i!l, a phyeician is cailed
and after a careful examination
he insists’ an emergency operate
jon must be performed, would
vou be likely to say, something
like this ‘' That isn’t what I ex-
pected to hear him say, and I
don’t boelieve that is what is
wrong?. and I have a 1i_ht to
my opinion.”’

Or if you werelost in a great
forest with nothing to guide you
but a compass, and it pointed in
a different direction to the one
you thought right. would you
rely on your opinion?

Or if you were traveling to a
distant city for the first time in
your car, and should come toa
place where several highways
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came together, would you just
as seon take one as another, un-
der the illusion that all roads
lead to the city you were wanting
to reacn? Even though the right
one was plainly marked, but you
were stubb-rnly holding out for
your opinion?

These may seem rather absurb,
but so are most of vur excuses.
We learn that Jesus is the Great
Puoysician. he taught that the
sick need a phyesician, also that
those in sim are the sick he refec=
ed to.

Since he is our Physiclan, We
mu-t let him prescribe, and en-
deavor at uli times to follow ex-
actly.

First, we must keepin miod
that whatever his Aposties and
others that were divinely in-
epired wrote, was by his authore
ity and are as bindinz un us as if
coming fron. his lips, for he said
in (Lk 10;15). *"He that hearetn
you heareth me."”’

Then let us cousider sowe of
the requirements as get forth rel-
ative to ridding the soul of this
awtul disease whicu will event—
ually cause spiritual death if
carefuloess is not pursued.

The first is that of hearing, no
one can come to Christ without
having heard the Go:spel (gova
news) tnat he diea for our sins
was buried, and arose the third
day, that we mignt have our 8ius
remitred.

The second is that of faith, in
(Heb, 11:6). “'Without faith it is
impossible to please him for he
that ecmeth to God must believe
that he is and that he is a re-
warder of them that diligently
seek him’’, Also Paul said in

{Rom. 10:17). "“Faith comes by
hesring the word of God.”

The next is repentance, Jesus
said “‘Except ye repent ye shall
all likewise perish.” Lk. 13:3.

On the day of Pentecost, when
Peter delivered that great dis-
course that cut men to their
hearts at being told they had
taken, and by wicked hands had
erucified the Lord of giory; they
cried out '“Men und brethren,
what shall we do? they were told
to repent. Aets 2;38

Another essential: nart of the
gcheme of redemption is confesrs=
ion. Mt. 10:32 The Saviour said,
“*He that confesseth me before
men, him will I Confess tefore
my Father in Heaven’’ We 1ead
in (Rom. 10:10). *‘With the
mouth. eonfession is made unto
galvation’’.

Each of these are to be obeyed,
but none of them are of greater
imnortance than this last one, .
which is baptism.

The one to whom all authority
both 1n Heaven and on earth was
given, said to his Apostles, “Go
teach all Nations, baptizing them
into the name of the Father, the
Son and the Holy Ghost.”” Mt.
48:19 >

Peter told those that had nail-
ed Christ to the Cross, ‘'Repent
and be baptized, everyone of you
for the remission of sins’’ Acts
2;38

Seeipg that, All authority has
been invested in Him, remember-
ing also that on the mount of
transfiguration a voice came from
the bright cloua that over—
shadowed them saying, '‘This is
my beloved Son in whom I am
well pleased, hear ye him’’, And
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EDITORIAL

Many will be pleased to know
that the work at Viola continues
to prospes. . Attendance has
grown until from forty to fifty-
odd meet each Lord’s day. We
are further encouraged by two
families Who have mouved to Viola
that are christians. They profess
that but for the church there,
they would not have maved into
the cOmmunity.

The building is now goinz up.
The church has-acquired 250x1C0
ft.of lund laying on $he Northeast
corner of Highway 52 and the
Main Street intersection. The 260
feet lays east and west fronting
‘on the highway. The lot has been
dozed off nicely and is very at-
tractive. Foundations for . the
" buiiding has been laid, the sills
put in and the sub floor laid
down. Much work has been don-
ated. The building is 32°x65’ and
wiil contain two classrooms. Bro.
Earl Harber is overseeing the
job. We have ecough money to
build the building, but not to
seat it We buiid in faitb, and
surely can provide the way. The
building will be finished outside
in sandstone, With a composition
shingle roof. The inside will be
finished in sheet rock and hard-

wood floors A baptistry wiil be

o m——

provided but as yet they have no
water systew, Dr, J. E. Guenth=
ner of Salem gave the churck a
wall space heater and the Viola
bretioren have raised quite a sum
among themsslves toward the
purchasing of a butane heating
plant. This is in addition to their
concributions on the building.
Those who gy believe that

thev are duing nothing for them-

selves are badly mistaken.
This is but an example of what

we can do when ~we getout of

the satisfied, indifferent stata in-
te which we are 8o prone to tall.

Fulton County Gosps! Naws
continues to grow We are now
using slightly more tonan eleven
handred copies Pper Imonth,
Thanks to the churches that sup-
port it, we have no financial diffi-
cuities, in spite of the fact that
subscription is free. We receive
geveral cards of thanks and ap-
preciation, and an occasional let-
ter of nou-appreciation, as always
there are those who cannot en-
dare sound doctrine. These have
all come from the ranks of den-
ominationalism, and jast as no
drunkard wants to be eritie:zad
for drinking and no provaeator
wanta his hand called, those who
are determined to follow sectat-
ian practices at any cost cannot
graciously ree:ive unwelcome
trutbs. None, howeyer, have
taken the word of God to point
out Wherein we-err. In fact, they
have got to tlie point that they
do not believe in ‘disputing’ as
in the example given by the
Apostie Paul Acts 17:17. They
once believed in debating, but
now they haye quit. Some, now,
even go go far as to say its a sin,
I know the real reason tkey have
quit. We get their shesp. It is
utterly impossible to prove that
the doztrine and commandments

ef men are in aecord with the
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doctrine of God. We believe with
all our hearc that the Bisla ig

rignt, and with it right, then we

are right. Fulton County Guspel
News wi'l continue to be appree-
iated by the lovers cf light and
trath,

.._\.

T'he paper could be larger don=

gistently. We have ample funds
to make it larger. All wWe need is
your articles, aews, and an-
neancements. This issue, ron-
cludes one year of pu.lication.
Next iesue will be oue asnivers
sary issue. Why not have vour
article in 1t?

In fact there are many things
that we can do 1t is not a quesi-
ion of money, it is 8 gquestion of
workers. It i8 not a quesiionof
Uhristians, it is a questios of 1n-
itative on the part of 1odividual
members, It i3 pot talents either,
the queation concerns the ourial
aod much needed resurreciion of
our talents, In a sectivn of tne
country that breeds econouy
naturally, we have cried wolf un-
til we belisve it ourseives. Yet
we have never railed to rais® the
money for any project ia this
szction thet had someone really
leading it. In fact even now we
hear pleas fromail over for work-
ers. It may be that we have in-
creased our work, however. and
increased workers create an in=
creased need for more workers®
Let us pray that this is the case.

Are you a member of the
church of Christ’s choice? Do
you have a job in his vineyard?
Do you want to work and do not
know what to do? We have pled-
ged ourselves to help yeu.

Boyd E. Mo~ gan

Nobody knows so little as the
man that knows too much. He
alone is ignorant of his ignorance
and the ignorance irretrievable
is ignoranee of ignorance.
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NEWS
Fhere will be a leetureship at
Mammoth 8pring beginning Febj
1 and featuring a diffcrent speak-
er each night. Speaksrs and sub-
- jects will be announced in next
_1ssue, The lectureship wiil last

one week,
o e

Mammoth Spring has installed
a Saptistry that may be used by
any of you who so desire and
need to use it. At this writing it
18 In proesss of completion and
if not ready by the time receive
your paper, it will be 8o in just a
Iew days.

——p

Tho Hardy congregation began
& regular moathly singing this
mornth that will meet each first

“unday afternoon attwo o’ ciock,
;- v

T'tie report from Sturkieis tnat
they had a splendid day Thanks-
giviog Hor the past two years
they have met on T'hanksgiving
day for morning and afternoon
ssrvices and a Thanksgiving
basket dinner Bro. Walier C
Billingsly of West Pluins, Mo.
prezched this year,

Bro. Marzhall Keehle will con-
duet a meeting for the colored in
West Plains, Mc. sometime next
summer. Provisions will be made
for whites to attend.

The Masmmoth Spring and
Thayer congregations have con-

tracted time for a weekiy radio-
new .

broadeast over Thayer’s 3
radio station K A [, M. The stat-
ion should be in operation during
this month. One more opportunity

* and one mote tool to use in routs
ing Salan.

Attendance here at Mammoth
is still elimbing Durine f{Novems.
ber we were not under 250 each
Lord’s day. Also our Sunday eyes

mng classes at 6:30 are growing.

We have four classes for ages
6 25 and plan an adult class in
about two week+. If you are not
attending Sunday night Serviges
come be with us.

AV ERGING MAI'TERS WITH
THE LORD
A Scotsman often remarked

that on the whole he was a pretty.

good man.”’ I've cheated a little
and sometimes get mad and
swear but then 'm pretts honest,
I work on Sundays often. but
then Igive a good deal te the
poor. ever got drunk in my life
and on the whoie I have a pretty
high batting average with the
Lord”’,

He hired a man tobuild a fence
around his field and gave him
careful instructions. When it was
finished. be asked the hired man
if everything had been. earried
out according to crder, The hired
mabp replied “well, it’s well built,
but can’t say it’s a'l perfect; just
ag ol average fence, If some
p ris are weak, others are ext a
sirong, I left a httle gap here
41.d there but I made up for it
by doubling the wire on either
side. I think the stock will find
it a good fence. on the whole,
but can’t say it’s perfect in every
‘part’’.

After a while the Scotsman
got the point and said, *‘Don’t
you konow that a fence must be
perfect in every part, or the cat-
tie will surely find-a hole to wo
through?’ **Well, I used to think
80,”” the hired man replied: “but
I hear you talking so much about
averaging matters with the Lord,

it veems to me we might try it~

with the cattle”.  —Selected,

NEW TESTAMENT WAY

1n the ancient days of simple
and pure New T'estament precept
and practice, Chrlstlans moved

e
in a mighty invasion against the
hosts of sin and “atan, On the
throue in heaven Christ sat in
unrivalled giory. On earth the
apostles of Christ ambassadors
of the Gospel, made known God’s
love for the world, Christ’s sac-
rifice for the lost, togethes with
the conditious of pardon and
peace, to the ginner.

Men in the first century did
not limp on crutches of human
creeds, nor bli-d’y feel thelr way
from earth to heaven. Instead,
Christ was the all-sufficient Creed

in whom ancient faith wis afn=——

chored, and upon whom men
built for eternity.

Present day denominations
were unknown in that distant
day. Their ritual-, their clergy,
their edditions, their subtract-
ions, their ‘“‘Reverends’’, their
priests, their madonnas, ‘their
baby-sprinkling, their eonfusions
were refrechingly absent in the
early era of the church, If the
simple New Testament way
worked t en, wh, not now?

—A. C. Wililamns

Abstain from every form of
evil. I Thess. 5:2.
el i

God not only knows __.. He

cares.

There is no substitute for re
ligion and Sunday Schooi. Child
ren are not born eriminals. If
more can b® reached by the
Sunday Sehnol we ghall be much
nearer the solution of the crime
problem. J, Edgar Hoover."

Life is a messure to be filled -
not a-cup to be drained.

Always beginninz things and
never finishing them is like
pumping water out and letting it
run back.
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Do You Hayve A Right To Your

Opinion :

Cont, From Page 1

on one ozcasion he told Peter
that he wonld give to him the
““Keys” or authority of the King-
dom and **Whatsoever thou shalt
bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven and what so ever thow
shalt loose on earth shalt be loos-
“ ed in Heaven,”” We should be
quick to recognize the fact that
1t is a dangerous thing to be
guided by our apinions. Itis a
“‘fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God,”” He has
told us in Rev. 22 we are not to
*'Add to”’ or ‘'Take from’’ the
words of this prophecy, If wedo,
we will be rejected.

Are you being led by the
**doctrines "and commandments
of men”’ (opinions) for such they
are? If so, your worship is vain}
for so taught God’s Son. (Matt.
15;5).

If it’s your opinion tkat faith
is all you need? Jas, says “Faith
without works is dead, being a-
lone.” Is it your opinion that
there are many ways to go to
Heaven? Jesus said, *‘Strait is
the gate and narrow is the way
that 'eads 10 life”” [Matt. 7;13].

Is it your opinion that all
churches are right when Jesus
said “Every plant my Father
hath not planted shall be rooted
up.” Mt 15:13 Examine these
closely, they will bear inspection.

NEWS
Thayer Church of Christ

Attendance November 29 was
145 which is an increase. The
average attendance is about 125

We haye an interesting pro-
gram underway wheh is de-
gighed to help people study
more of the Bible to understand
Gods commandments,

On Sunday night at 7;30 the
young peoples’ class meets in

the basament and at present is
studying the Book of Reveraticn.
We have about 12
and would like more,

Wednesday night at 7:30 the
elass is studying in Hebrews and
go far it has been interesting
and beneficial,

<hursday at 2:30 there is
Ladies Class which could
some more women in it as the
class is small and I am sure
there are others who would like
to attend, If there are those
that would like to attend any of
these services and do not have a
,way, and will make your wishes
known transportation wili be
afforded you.

We would like to extend a cor-
dial invitation to you to come,

a
use

Want makes the will, and the

will makes the man. Not to
want is not (o grow,
L' o d

Smallness deploree lack of

money to have things; greatness
deplores lack of time to do
things.
] fasi e
Editors Headache

Getting out a paper is some-
times fun, but it is never a pie-
nic. If we print jokes, people
say we are silly; it we do nof,
they say we are too serious. If
we clip things frcm 0 h r papers,
We are too lazy te¢ write them
ourselves; if we do not, we are
too fond of our own writing. If
we print contributions. seme-
times the paper is full of junk;
if we do not, someone wants to
know why. Now, like a8 not,
gomeone will say we swiped this
piece from some other paper ....
we did.

If abeence really makes the
heart grow fonder; then some
folks must really love the church
at clags time.

in the class

**Not Slothful in business, fer-
vent in Spirit. serving the Lord”’,
is the precept given by the Apost*
le Paul. It had been said that
nothing succeeds. Suaccess comes
of diligent work to he who is fer-
vent, interestn what he is doings

The man who is interested in
the Lord’s work is busy about
that business. To his mother,
Jesus said ‘Knowest thou not
that I must be about my tather’s
business. His interest fed him to
a temporary separation from the
fami]l at the age of twelve, [e
continued that 1nterestand urged
us:to be followers like unto niw,

A FEW DONT’S

1. Don’t mezely visit
chu:seh —worship God.

2 Don’t stop at the back seat
or al the ena of the pcW-move on
up aud vver.

8 Don’t just listen to the sing-
ing__join in.

4. von't play with neighbor’s
bavies whi.e they are holding
them._Keep your mind on God
and hi. work,

5, Douw’¢ ecritic ze—think of
you: own faul:s,

6. Don’t wait for an introduct-
lon_.intreduce yourself.

7. Don’t hurry away..speak to
someone,

8, Don’t stay away because of .
company—bring them,

the

Are You Talking About it?

When Ben’s master died, they
told Ber: that his master had
gone to heaven, B.n shook his
head, “I’s afraid massa no go
there,’”’ ‘'But, why Ben?"_
“*Cause when massa <0 north, or
go on a journey he talk about it

a long time and get ready; 1
never heard him talk about
going to Heaven: never seen

him get ready to go there”
Selected



